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SAMPLE SCORE



BUG CATCHER 
 

Roger Schmidli 

 

Duration: 5’20”               Level:  4 
 

Program Notes: 
Originally written as a lilting funk chart for five piece band, this conversion to full big band has allowed the tune to develop into a multi layered 

work that explores connections throughout the band. Recorded by Melbourne’s Daryl McKenzie Jazz Orchestra, Bug Catcher features a 

nostalgic feeling melody in the alto sax and flugelhorn which becomes part of a conversation with various countermelodies throughout the 

ensemble. There are featured moments for the lead trombonist, an extended improvised solo for alto saxophone and a funky bass riff that ties the 

whole piece together for the acoustic bass player throughout the chart. 

The title refers to a toy the composer had in the 1970’s that was commonplace at the time, (and apparently still is!) 

 

Performance Notes: 

It is worth indicating to the band that they are not necessarily grouped in sections as they might expect normally, going through the score and 

discussing which lines connect with other instruments to allow for more targeted listening in performance. This is very much true of the ‘sub’ 

melody that occurs during the alto saxophone solo and also the counter lines that occur in combination with the original melody. Absolute 

attention to dynamic line of each part is important. Bar 119 with the dynamics and harmony blurring between sections is also an excellent case in 

point. This is a terrific effect if blended and shaped with care. The small ‘cells’ right at the end of the work are meant to sound light, random and 

bug-like! 

 

There are two reference recordings of note which are easy to find. The tune in its original form is Bug Catcher recorded by ‘Dig We Must’. The 

recording of this specific chart is Bug Catcher by the Daryl McKenzie Jazz Orchestra on the album Resolution. Lead trumpeters will note just a 

couple of small changes from the recording to accommodate range requirements. 

 

About the Composer: 

Roger resides in Melbourne, Australia where he is a professional musician, composer, conductor and music educator. As a trombonist, he works 

in musical theatre and has recorded for various television and movie soundtracks. Roger has also performed or toured with numerous artists 

including the likes of Ray Charles and Jerry Lewis. He is a long-time member of the Daryl McKenzie Jazz Orchestra and has released 2 albums 

of his own material with jazz-funk band, Dig We Must. 

Roger studied music and music education at the University of Melbourne. He is currently teaching trombone and directing various young bands 

at Carey Baptist Grammar. His compositions for Big Band or Concert Band regularly feature on festival lists in Australia and have also been 

selected for reading sessions or concert performances at the Midwest Clinic (Chicago) over recent years. 

 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher 

SAMPLE SCORE



Roger Schmidli 

NOTICE TO CONDUCTORS AND PERFORMERS
The writers of this music depend on its sale to obtain some reward 

for hours of hard work.  Copying by any means is against the law and
inhibits the creation of material for your use - DO NOT PHOTOCOPY

© Copyright Brolga Music 2019
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.

Bug Catcher
Alto Saxophone 1

Alto Saxophone 2

Tenor Saxophone 1

Tenor Saxophone 2

Baritone Saxophone

Trumpet 1

Trumpet 2
(Flugelhorn)

Trumpet 3

Trumpet 4

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Trombone 3

Trombone 4

Guitar

Electric Piano

Bass

Drums

Even eighth's q = 114

mf

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

mf
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Solo (as written)

Fill
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

A

ppp ff ppp

ppp ff ppp

ppp ff ppp

mf

ppp ff ppp

ppp ff ppp

ppp mf pppp

ppp mf pppp

ppp mf pppp

mf pppp

mf

mf

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Straight mute

Straight mute

4 8

Brolga Music Publishing

Bug Catcher2

SAMPLE SCORE



Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

mf

B

mf

p f p

p f p

mf

p f p mf

p f p mf

p f p mf

mf

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

To Open

To open

4 8
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

f

C

mf f

mf f

mf f

mf f

mf f

f

mf f

mf f

f mf f

f p mf f

f p mf f

f p mf f

mf

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

f

D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34

Open

Open

Comp. under melody

4 8
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

ff

D

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

E¨„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9/D F/A A¨„ˆˆ9 E¨/G G¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 C/D E¨„ˆˆ9 F/G D¨„ˆˆ9 A¨„ˆˆ9 G¨„ˆˆ9
D¨„ˆˆ9

ff

E¨„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9/D F/A A¨„ˆˆ9 E¨„ˆˆ2/G G¨Œ„Š9 D¨„ˆˆ9 C/D E¨„ˆˆ9 F/G D¨„ˆˆ9 A¨„ˆˆ9 G¨„ˆˆ9
D¨„ˆˆ9

ff

E¨„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9/D F/A A¨„ˆˆ9 E¨/G G¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 C/D E¨„ˆˆ9 F/G D¨„ˆˆ9 A¨„ˆˆ9 G¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9

ff
35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42

opt. 

To Cup mute

To Cup mute

Heavy
4

Fill
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

E

mf

mf

mf

mf

p mf
p

p mf p

f

mf p

mf

FŒ„Š9 D¨Œ„Š9 G¨„ˆˆ9 A¨„ˆˆ9 B¨Œ„Š7 FŒ„Š9 D¨Œ„Š9 G¨„ˆˆ9 A¨„ˆˆ9 F„ˆˆ9

mf

mf
43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

Cup mute To Open

Cup mute To Open

Solo

3

To shaker3
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

F

p

mf

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

mf
51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58

Shaker 4 8
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

D„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9/G D„ˆˆ9
G

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

mf
59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66

Solo

4 To Kit Fill
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

D„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9/G D„ˆˆ9

mp

mp

mp

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74

Gentle and flowing

Gentle and flowing

Gentle and flowing

4 8
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

D„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9/G D„ˆˆ9 D„ˆˆ9
H

mp

p f

f

mp

p f mf

p f mf

p f mf

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9 F„ˆˆ9

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9 F„ˆˆ9

75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84

Flowing

3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3

Gentle and flowing 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

3 3

4 8
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

B¨„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9/G D„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9

f ff

f ff

mf f sfzp f ff

mf f sfzp f ff

mf sfzp f ff

f

mf sfzp f ff

mf sfzp f ff

f sfzp f ff

f sfzp f ff

f sfzp f ff

f sfzp f ff

f ff

D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨

D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9

f

ff
D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9

f

D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨

f
85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92

3 3 3

3

3 3 3 3

3

3 3 3 3

Open 3

Open 3

3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3

12 16 Fill
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

I

ff

ff

ff

E¨„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9/D F/A A¨„ˆˆ9 E¨/G G¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 C/D E¨„ˆˆ9 F/G D¨„ˆˆ9 A¨„ˆˆ9 G¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9

ff

E¨„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9/D F/A A¨„ˆˆ9 E¨„ˆˆ2/G G¨Œ„Š9 D¨„ˆˆ9 C/D E¨„ˆˆ9 F/G D¨„ˆˆ9 A¨„ˆˆ9 G¨„ˆˆ9
D¨„ˆˆ9

ff

E¨„ˆˆ9 B¨„ˆˆ9/D F/A A¨„ˆˆ9 E¨/G G¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 C/D E¨„ˆˆ9 F/G D¨„ˆˆ9 A¨„ˆˆ9 G¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9

ff
93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100

opt.

To St. mute

To St. mute

Heavy
4

Fill
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

mf

J

mf

p f p

p f p

mf

p f p mf

p f p mf

p f p mf

mf

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

mf
101 102 103 104 105 106 107 108

Straight mute To Open

Straight mute To Open

4 8
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

K

mf
pp

mf

mf pp

mf

mf pp

p

mf pp

mf pp

mf mf

mf p mf mp

mf p mf mp

mf p mf mp

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

F„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9 D¨„ˆˆ9/B¨ F„ˆˆ9

109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118

Open

Open

Comp. under melody

4 8
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

L

mf pp mf pp f

mf cresc. f

mf pp mf pp f

mf pp mf pp f

mf pp mf pp f

mf pp mf pp f

f cresc. f

f

f

mf

mp

FŒ„Š9 D¨Œ„Š9 G¨„ˆˆ9 A¨„ˆˆ9 B¨Œ„Š7 FŒ„Š9 D¨Œ„Š9 G¨„ˆˆ9 A¨„ˆˆ9 B¨Œ„Š7

mf

pp
119 120 121 122 123 124 125 126

Solo
End solo

scrape Fill
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

f

M

sfzp f sfzp f

sfzp f sfzp f

f

f

f

f

f

sfzp f sfzp f

sfzp f sfzp f

sfzp f sfzp f

f

f

f

FŒ„Š9 D¨Œ„Š9 G¨Œ„Š9“ A¨„ˆˆ9 B¨Œ„Š9 FŒ„Š9 D¨Œ„Š9 G¨Œ„Š9“ A¨„ˆˆ9 B¨Œ„Š9

f

f
127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134

Heavy with crashes and fills

4 Fill
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Ten. 1

Ten. 2

Bari.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

E. Piano

Bass

Dr.

mf mp

N O

mp

mf mp

mf

mf

mp

mf mp

mp

mp

mf mp

mf

mf

mf

mf mp
FŒ„Š9 D¨Œ„Š9 G¨Œ„Š9“ A¨„ˆˆ9 B¨Œ„Š9 FŒ„Š9 D¨Œ„Š9

mf

A¨Œ„Š9 FŒ„Š9

mf

mf
135 136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145

Play 4 times randomly

Play 4 times randomly

Play 4 times randomly

Play 4 times randomly

Play 4 times randomly

To St. mute St. mute Play 4 times randomly

To Harmon Harmon mute
Play 4 times randomly

Play 4 times randomly

Play 4 times randomly

3

Fill Ad lib. cymbals
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