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Duration: 4’38”        Level:  4  
 

Program Notes: 

 
If Ye Love Me is a paraphrase setting of the Thomas Tallis four-part motet of the same name.  Published in 

1565 during the reign of Elizabeth the First, it incorporates new musical material woven around the beautiful 

yet simple motet Tallis composed for the Church of England.  At the time Tallis composed the work, the 

Church of England decreed that all choral music must be sung in English, doing away with the Latin text 

commonly used. Tallis chose his text from Jesus’ words to His disciples in the Gospel of John, where He said:  

“If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

And I will pray the Father, 

and he shall give you another comforter, 

that he may 'bide with you forever; 

E'en the sp'rit of truth.” (John 14: 15-17, from the Tyndale translation) 

 

This setting strives to keep the comfort alluded to in the words of Christ, with a transparent setting giving the 

original music ‘room’ to speak and the new music a chance to embrace it.  

This setting was written as a gift for the composer’s wife, Julie 

 

Rehearsal Notes: 

 
Simplicity is the aim here. Allow for gentleness and fluency at all times, providing the motet material every 

chance to state itself fully. The opening and interposed new music must be played in keeping with the style of 

the original and should never overstate itself, ensuring the clarity and simple counterpoint of the Tallis work 

be enjoyed. 

 

About the Composer: 

 
Ralph Hultgren is currently the Artistic Director of the Australian International Music Festival – Sydney. He 

is a freelance teacher, composer and conductor having held tenured positions at Queensland Conservatorium 

Griffith University and the Queensland University of Technology, where he lectured in Composition, 

Conducting, Music Education and Instrumental Music Pedagogy. He also holds an adjunct position at QCGU 

supervising Doctoral and Masters in composition and Music Education. Dr Hultgren has been invested into 

the Order of Australia as a Member in the General Division (AM). This esteemed national honour sits 

alongside his professional awards that include being Patron of the Maryborough Music Conference, becoming 

a recipient of the Midwest Clinic – Chicago, International Award, and the Australian Band and Orchestra 

Directors’ Association’s Citation of Excellence, located along with Life Membership in ABODA. Dr Hultgren 

is a member of the World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles, a full writer member of the 

Australasian Performing Right Association and the Australasian Mechanical Copyright Owners Society. His 

compositional output ranges from educational and amateur performing groups to the professional studio and 

stage, and his conducting credits are equally broad. He continues to conduct, by invitation, across Australia, 

the Asia Pacific region and North America. Dr Hultgren loves to read and to listen to fine music in all genres. 

 

 

 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher 
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(After Thomas Tallis)
For Julie Ralph Hultgren

If Ye Love Me

© Copyright Brolga Music 2019
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.

NOTICE TO CONDUCTORS AND PERFORMERS
The writers of this music depend on its sale to obtain some reward 

for hours of hard work.  Copying by any means is against the law and
inhibits the creation of material for your use - DO NOT PHOTOCOPY
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