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Commissioned by Blackburn High School Friends of Music for the Symphonic Band performance 

at The Midwest Clinic, International Band and Orchestra Conference 2017, Chicago USA 

 

Brian Hogg 
 

Duration: 2’40”        Level: 3.5 
 

Program Notes: 

Based on the opening phrase of the Blackburn High School Song – Ad Lucem Crescimus: 

Growing Toward the Light, the phrase also serving as the school’s motto, this work takes 

us on a brief, energetic journey toward the light. 

 

Light can be bright, shaded or dim.  The journey we set out on in growing toward the 

light is not always clearly defined but shrouded by objects seen or unseen.  Light can cast 

shadows or eliminate them.  Light can illuminate, make things visible.  Growing toward 

the light can mean a journey to enlightenment, an expansion of understanding, knowing, 

awareness and insight into ourselves and the world around us.  Light can be an end point, 

something to reach, to achieve.  At times we strive toward a goal, sometimes seen, 

sometimes hidden but we pursue it because it’s the thing we seek, the thing we perceive 

we need.  Sometimes we reach the goal only to realise that it is not what we expected or 

where we thought we would end up. 

 

Rehearsal Notes: 

This work should be approached with an awareness of tempo which should not exceed 

120.  Clarity of articulation should then be prioritised.  In considering the balance of 

woodwind flourishes with fanfare like brass lines, care should be taken to link phrases 

across instrumentation for seamless changes of instrumental colour.  Beware of the 

temptation for a slowing of tempo after [20] and through the Chorale-like section at [34]. 

 

About the Composer: 

Brian Hogg was born in Yorkshire, in the north of England, in 1953; he has been a 

resident in Australia since migrating with his parents in 1964. After completing a 

Diploma of Music and working as a musician around Melbourne, Brian returned to study 

for a Bachelor of Education and began teaching brass and classroom music. 

 

Brian is currently employed by The Salvation Army as a Music Consultant and is 

responsible for the publication of new music for bands and choirs in the Australian 

Southern Territory. Brian has long been involved in directing ensembles for The 

Salvation Army including Melbourne Staff Songsters, Youth Choir and Big Band.  

As a conductor, the role of music making is important to Brian. Whether working with 

the adult learners in a band he helped establish in 2007, a State Honours Ensemble, a 

community group or as a guest conductor for a school, university or conference, Brian 

strives to extend the musicianship of the ensembles with which he works. His interests in 

band music developed from his involvement in The Salvation Army in which he 

continues to play as a member of his local church. 

 

 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher 
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