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DESERT STORM 
 

Adam Arnold 
 

 

Duration: 1’55”        Level: 0.5 
 

 

Program Notes: 

In a dystopian future, a team of vigilantes is setting out across the desert plains to catch 

the bandits that have raided their encampment. Armed to the teeth, and with nothing left 

to lose, they drive out at sunrise. Nothing’s gonna stop them. Prepare for the Desert 

Storm. 

 

Rehearsal Notes: 

This piece relies on a solid groove established by the percussion, low brass, and 

woodwinds. Make sure the bass drum is dampened, so the rhythm is clear. It starts with a 

half time funk rock groove, which doubles at the recapitulation of the melody. 

The piece uses a phrygian scale with lots of open fifth harmonies to evoke the images of 

the desert.  So the ensemble can understand and appreciate the tonality, a warm up could 

include playing up and down the first few notes of the concert C phrygian scale. 

To balance the bass line, feel free to move trombones down to the euphonium part or vice 

versa. In the main ‘riff’, the tuba, euphonium and low woodwinds are on the tonic, and 

the trombone and tenor saxes are on the fifth. 

 

About the Composer: 

Beginning his music career with a cornet for his 6th birthday, Adam moved quickly on to 

bigger and better instruments, playing the trombone and euphonium before finally 

settling on the tuba.  

Adam studied at Melbourne University, where he graduated with Honours in Music 

Performance in 2004. He then spent eight years performing with the Royal Australian 

Navy Band. During this time, he completed a Graduate Diploma in Education at the 

University of New England and was awarded a Licentiate in Music Performance from 

Trinity College London.  

Adam has performed in numerous orchestras, wind bands, big bands, brass bands, jazz 

combos, roving groups, cover bands and pit orchestras. He has won state and national 

solo competitions. As well as playing, he is an accomplished arranger and conductor. 

Adam now lives in Melbourne, Australia, and teaches at Carey Grammar School. He 

performs as a freelance musician, and runs "Funk Buddies", a New Orleans style street 

funk band. 
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