


Second Edition

an angler's guide to every lake, river & stream

Fishing
the

Canadian Rockies

Joey Ambrosi

1.5 Fishing the Can Rockies 2nd Ed FINAL.indd   11.5 Fishing the Can Rockies 2nd Ed FINAL.indd   1 2021-08-04   7:16:49 PM2021-08-04   7:16:49 PM



ISBN-13:  978-0-88839-425-5  [paperback]
ISBN-13: 978-0-88839-349-4  [epub]

Copyright © 2021 Joey Ambrosi

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, audio, photocopying, recording, or otherwise (except 

for copying permitted by Sections 107 and 108 of the U.S. Copyright Law and except for book reviews for the 
public press), without the prior written permission of Hancock House Publishers. Permissions and licensing 

contribute to the book industry by helping to support writers and publishers through the purchase of 
authorized editions and excerpts. 

Please visit www.accesscopyright.ca.

Illustrations and photographs are copyrighted by the artist or the Publisher.

Printed in China

D�����: J. Ambrosi
E�����:	D. Martens

Front Cover Photo: Gary Enzsol fishing the West Castle River by Vic Bergman
Inside Cover Photo: Cutthroat Trout by Curtis Hall

Back Cover Photo: Bull Trout by Curtis Hall

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada through the Canada Book Fund and the 
Canada Council for the Arts, and of the Province of British Columbia through the British Columbia Arts Council and 

the Book Publishing Tax Credit.

Hancock House grateful ly  acknowledges the Halkomelem Speaking Peoples whose unceded,  asserted and 
shared tradit ional  terr itor ies our off ices reside upon.

Published simultaneously in Canada and the United States by
HANCOCK HOUSE PUBLISHERS LTD.

19313 Zero Avenue, Surrey, B.C. Canada V3Z 9R9
#104-4550 Birch Bay-Lynden Rd, Blaine, WA, U.S.A. 98230-9436

Phone (800) 938-1114       Fax (800) 983-2262
www.hancockhouse.com    info@hancockhouse.com

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Title: Fishing the Canadian Rockies : an angler's guide to every lake, river & stream / Joey 
   Ambrosi.

Names: Ambrosi, Joey, author.
Descripti	on:	2nd	editi	on.	|	Includes	index.

Identi	fi	ers:	Canadiana	(print)	20200181793	|	Canadiana	(ebook)	20200181815	|	ISBN	
9780888394255 

			(soft	cover)	|	ISBN	9780888393494	(EPUB)
Subjects:	LCSH:	Fishing—Canadian	Rockies	(B.C.	and	Alta.)—Guidebooks.	|	LCSH:	Canadian	

Rockies 
			(B.C.	and	Alta.)—Guidebooks.	|	LCGFT:	Guidebooks.

Classifi	cati	on:	LCC	SH572.A4	A62	2020	|	DDC	799.1/109711—dc23

1.5 Fishing the Can Rockies 2nd Ed FINAL.indd   21.5 Fishing the Can Rockies 2nd Ed FINAL.indd   2 2021-08-04   7:16:50 PM2021-08-04   7:16:50 PM



TABLE OF CONTENTS
Foreword   					     4
Acknowledgments   				    4
Introduction   					    5
Waterton Region   				    9
	 Prince of Wales Sub-Region   		 9
	 Tamarack Sub-Region   		  13
	 Mountain View Sub-Region 		  18   
Flathead Region   				    22
 	 Akamina-Kishinena Sub-Region   	 22
	 Upper Flathead Sub-Region   		 24
Koocanusa Region   				    28
	 Elko Sub-Region   			   28
	 Jaffray Sub-Region   	 	 	 32
	 Wardner Sub-Region  			  38
	 Fort Steele Sub-Region   		  41
West Castle Region   				    47
	 Beaver Mines Sub-Region   		  47
	 Pincher Sub-Region   			   53
Crowsnest Region   				    57
	 Coleman Sub-Region   		  57
	 Bellevue Sub-Region   			  61
Fernie Region   				    64
	 Hosmer Sub-Region  			   64
	 Sparwood Sub-Region   		  66
	 Corbin Sub-Region   			   69
Skookumchuck Region   			   72 
	 Wasa Sub-Region   			   72
	 Premier Sub-Region   			  74
Elkford Region   				    78
	 Fording Sub-Region   			   78
	 Elk Lakes Park Sub-Region   		  80
Livingstone Region   				    84
	 Oldman Sub-Region   			  84
	 Highwood Sub-Region   		  86
Foothills Region				    90   
	 Chain Lakes Sub-Region   		  90
	 Lower Elbow Sub-Region   		  93
	 Sibbald Sub-Region   			   95
Kananaskis Region   				    97
	 Lougheed Park Sub-Region   		  97
	 Upper Elbow Sub-Region   		  100
	 Barrier Sub-Region   			   102
Canal Flats Region   				    106
	 Whitetail Sub-Region   		  106
	 Whiteswan Sub-Region   		  110
Palliser Region   				    115 
	 Height of the Rockies Sub-Region   	 115
	 Assiniboine Sub-Region   		  119

Invermere Region   				    124
	 Windermere Sub-Region   		  124
	 Westside Sub-Region   		  126
Columbia Region   				    129
	 Brisco Sub-Region   			   129
	 Parson Sub-Region   			   135
Kootenay Park Region   			   139
	 Upper Kootenay Sub-Region   	 139
	 Vermilion Sub-Region   		  143  
Canmore Region   				    146
	 Three Sisters Sub-Region   		  146
	 Smith-Dorrien Sub-Region   		  150
	 Marvel Sub-Region   			   154
Banff Region   					    157
	 Minnewanka Sub-Region   		  157
	 Cascade Sub-Region   			  160
	 Sunshine Sub-Region   		  163
	 Egypt Sub-Region   			   166
Louise Region   				    170
	 Castle Junction Sub-Region   	 	 170
	 Temple Sub-Region   			   174
	 Hector Sub-Region   			   178
Skoki Region   					    183
	 Baker Sub-Region   			   183
	 Front Ranges Sub-Region   		  187
Yoho Park Region   				    190
	 O’Hara Sub-Region   			   190
	 Emerald Sub-Region   			  192
	 Kicking Horse Sub-Region   		  195
North Saskatchewan Region   		  197
	 Mistaya Sub-Region   			   197
	 Saskatchewan Crossing Sub-Region   199
 	 Abraham Sub-Region   		  203
Icefields Region   				    207
	 Upper Athabasca Sub-Region   	 207
	 Brazeau Sub-Region   			  212
	 Tonquin Sub-Region   			  214
Jasper Region   				    217
	 Miette Sub-Region   	 	 	 217
	 Skyline Sub-Region   			   220
	 Maligne Sub-Region   			  225
Robson Region   				    228
	 Yellowhead Sub-Region   		  228
	 North Boundary Sub-Region   	 232
Hinton Region   				    235
	 Switzer Park Sub-Region   		  235
	 Wildhorse Sub-Region   		  239
Index   						     241
About the Author   				    247

1.5 Fishing the Can Rockies 2nd Ed FINAL.indd   31.5 Fishing the Can Rockies 2nd Ed FINAL.indd   3 2021-08-04   7:16:51 PM2021-08-04   7:16:51 PM


