Contents

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ...\ttt ittt ettt ettt iniiineeeennns 9
FOREWORD: ROGER UPTON ... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnns 10
CHAPTER ONE: AN INTRODUCTION ...ttt itiiiiiieeeeitannnaneeennns 11
CHAPTER TWO: THE COUNTRY .. .itttiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiteeeeeeeeeeeeeennnns 19
21 POSSIDIIEIES . ... v et 19
2.2 Physical features: The Hegna .. .......... .. . e 21
23 The Hot Potato ... ... ... 22
24 The Bowl ... 23
25 The Elevator .. ... ... ... 24
26 TheSlopeand the Hill ...... ... .. . . . . 26
2.7 The Wall ... 26
28 TheCurtain . ... 27
2.9 The Magnet .. ... ...t 28
210 Broken ground ............. . 29
211 Accesstotheland ............ .. ... 29
212 Density of crowsonthe ground ........ ... ... ... .. 30
213 Getting permission . .......... ...ttt 30
214 The List of Landowners . ...... ... ... . i 33
215 The Country Map . .. ... ... 34
216 The Meet List . ... 35
217 Hawking on ground without permission ............. ... ... 36
218 Defending our sport ........... ... 37
CHAPTER THREE: THE QUARRY ...ttt ittt eninneeeenns 39
31 QUAlIIES . .ot e 39
3.2 Stone Curlewand Houbara................ ... . i 40
33 TheSkylark ... .. 40
3.4  The Starling ... ... ... 41
3.5 KIS . 41
3.6 Cranes ... 43
3.7 Herons .. ... 43
3.8 Seagulls ... .. ... 43
3.9  Magpies .. ... 43
310 Choughs ... ... 44
31T Jackdaws . ... 44
312 The ROOK . ... 45
BB CLOWS oottt 45
BI4 RAVENS .. 47
315 Availability . ... ... 47
316 SeleCtiOn . . .. ... 48
CHAPTER FOUR: FALCONS FOR CROWHAWKING ... .ottt 51
4T SIZ@ .o 51
A2 5BX o 52
43 Opeed . 52
44 Acceleration ... 53
45 Climbrate ......... 54
4.6 Turningcircle ...... ... 54
47  Locking On . ... i 54
4.8  Entering COVET ... ... .. ...t 56
49  Endurance ... 56
410 Intelligence . ......... ... i 57



AIT COUTAZE . .ottt t it e et et e e e e e 59
412 StOOPING . ... .o 60
A3 EYASSES . .ottt 61
414 ImpPrints ... ..o 61
415 Hack hawks ... 61
416 Wild-caughthawks ... ... . . . 62
417 Pure-breds versus hybrids .............. .. . . . . 64
CHAPTER FIVE: HORSES FOR CROW HAWKING ......iiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeennns 67
5.1 TyPes oo 68
5.2 NUmMDbers .. ... 69
5.3 SiZe .. 69
54  Bomb-proofing ....... ... 69
5.5 Speed ... 73
5.6 Feet .. 73
5.7 Saddles . . ... 74
5.8 Accoutrements ....... ... 74
5.9 Preparations ........ ... 74
510 MOUNLING . . ...t 75
5IT ReiNs ..o 76
512 Carrying afalcon ............ . i 76
513 Luring from the saddle ......... ... . . . . . 77
514 Atthekill .. ... .. 79
515 HODDIES . ... 79
CHAPTER SIX: THE HAWKING ESTABLISHMENT ...ttt 81
6.1 Founder Members . ....... ... ... ... 81
0.2 The MewWs ... ... 82
6.3 Current MemMDETS . .. ... ... ... 82
6.4  New MemDEIs . . ... ... 82
6.5 VISItOrS . ... o 82
0.6 SLIUCLUTE . ... ... 83
6.7  UNIfOorm . ... ... 83
0.8 The COSES . .ottt 84
6.9  Alternative ways to organise hawking . ......... ... ... ... ... .. 85
CHAPTER SEVEN: THE FALCONERS .. ... ittt c ittt 87
71  Need for Falconers . ... ....... ... 87
7.2 CRAracter . . ... ...ttt 88
7.3 Seasonal DUties . ........... ... ... 89
74 Daily duties .. ... ... 91
CHAPTER EIGHT: TRAINING THE FALCONS . ...ttt ittt ittt ittt it iinnn e 95
8.1 ODbJECHIVES ...ttt 96
8.2  Equipment .. ... ... 96
8.3  Taming ... ... 99
84 Thelures ......... . 99
8.5  LUTING ..o 100
8.6  Developing a search image .................. ..t 103
8.7  Kite and balloon training . ...................uuuunu i 105
8.8  Entering .. ... 108
8.9 ImMpPrints ... ... 111
8.10 Bagged CrOWS ... ... ... 111
811 Weight and appetite .......... ... ... 111
812 Moulted falcons ... ......... ... 113
813 ENseaming . ...... ...t 113
814 Latemoulters ........ ... ... i 114



CHAPTER NINE: MANAGING A HAWKING TEAM . ..ottt ittt it it iiiiienens 117

91 TheOld Hawking Club . ....... .. . . . e 117
9.2 The Northumberland Crow Falcons ................. i 118
93 Buildingateam .............. ... 118
9.4  Numbersina team . .................uuuunn 119
9.5  COmMPAring SCOTES .. ... ...ttt 121
9.6 How many slips a day . ..............uuuuuuuune i 121
9.7 Ratioofkillstoflights ........ ... ... .. ... ... . 123
0.8 VICeS .o 123
9.9  StOOPING . ... 125
9.10 Going back with age .......... ... ... 125
911 Flyingatcheck ... ... ... . . . 126
9.12 The hawking S€asons .. ...............uuuuuuee e 127
9.13 End of the SEAaSON . .. .. ...ttt 128
CHAPTER TEN: THE HAWKING DAY ...ttt ittt iininieeeennns 131
10.1 Drawingthehawks ....... .. . . . . . . 131
10.2 The morning of the Meet ............. . . . 133
103 AttheMeet ... ... o 134
10.4 The Master’s responsibilities ............ .. i 135
105 SHPPING ..o 136
T0.6  SPOtErS . ..ot 140
10.7 The mounted field . ..... ... ... ... 141
10.8 MOVINE CIOWS . ..ottt e e e e 145
10.9 Blanking Off . . . ... 146
10.10 Flushing out . ... .. 146
1011 Staking OUt ... ... 149
10.12 The hawking van ............. 150
10.13 Setting up a flight . ... ... 151
10.14 Radio-tracking . ............. oo 154
CHAPTER ELEVEN: THE WEATHER .......iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt iiniiieneennns 161
111 The Wind .. ... 161
11.2 The BeaufortScale ... ... . 162
11.3 Airspeed and groundspeed ........... ... 163
11.4 Wind-shear and orographic features ........... ... ... .. .. 163
11.5 Lightbreeze ....... ... . 163
11.6 Moderate breeze . .. ... 165
11.7 Strong Winds .. ... 167
T11.8 Rain ... 171
119 Storms . ... 172
1110 Fog ..o 172
T1IT SNOW . o et e 173
TI02 SUN .o 173
CHAPTER TWELVE: TACTICSINTHEFIELD ... ..ottt iiiiiii e 175
121 Hazards .. ... 175
122 Crow tactics . ... oo 178
12.3 The falconer’s tactics ... ...t 180
124 The horizontal flight performances of crow and falcon ......................... ... 181
12.5 The vertical dimension ............... i 184
12.6  Other quarry Species ............... i 186
12.7 The canceleer . ........... .. 187
12.8 The High Flight. Le Haut Vol ......... ... ... .. . i .. 188
129 Theringing flight . ... . 189

1210 Crows ON PaSSAZE . ..o vttt ettt ettt e 193



1217 FIOCKS oot 197

12.12 The waiting-on flight . . ........... ... .. . 198
12.13 Hawking at the toll ... ... ... ... 198
12.14 Flying atthe querre ......... ... ... .. . . . . 199
12.15 DECOYING CIOWS ..ottt ettt ettt e e ettt e e e e 199
1216 Baiting CrOWS ... ... o e 200
1217 Chuckitand chanceit......... ... ... 200
1218 The variables .. ... 200
CHAPTER THIRTEEN: CROW HAWKING AROUND THEWORLD ...........coiiiiinnen.. 203
13.1 Britain by Roger Upton .. .......... . 204
13.2 Ireland by Liam O Broin . ... 205
13.3 France by M. Henri Desmonts . ........... .. .. . i 210
13.4 Germany by Jurgen Schuster .......... ... ... . 216
13.5 Switzerland by Pierre Basset ............... .. 218
13.6 Holland by Mrs Tula Stapert .............. i 219
13.7 Belgium by Claude Rigo Gavriloff and John de Marcken de Mercken ............... 221
13.8 Spain by Jose Manuel Rodriguez-Villa Matons ............... ... ... ... ... .... 226
13.9 Hungary by Dr Janos Aradi ............... i 230
CHAPTER FOURTEEN: EPILOGUE .. ...ttt ittt eaiiieeeennns 233
APPENDIX ONE ...ttt ittt ittt ittt ittt tnaiaeeeeenns 235
Records of the Northumberland Crow Falcons ............. ... ... ... ... ... ..., 235
APPENDIX TWO ..ttt ittt ittt ittt ettt tninaeeeeenns 237
List of Members, 2002 . . ...t 237
APPENDIX THREE . ...t ittt ittt ettt eenas 237
List of Falconers and Assistant .............. ... .. . i i i 237
IN D EX i e e e e i e e 238

Author




