
Kindergarten Teacher’s Manual Changes 06/05/2022 
 
Counting Warm-up Exercises (Teacher’s Manual Page 22) K.CC.1 & K.CC.2: 
 
Practice Counting daily without counters just by saying numbers. The goal for kindergarten is 
counting to 120 by ones and tens. 
 
A counting objects routine will be introduced in lesson 4 (Page 26).  
 
Choose from the following activities. 
 
 Start by counting from 1 to 20 in the beginning of the year. The number names change 
 the most in this range before falling into a pattern starting with 20. 
 
 Count toward the goal of 120 a few times a week, counting as far as possible. 
 
 Count within a range instead of just from 1for example, 51 - 70, 85-105, 100-120. 
 
 
 Count down (backwards) from 20 to prepare for subtracting.  
 
 Count by 10’s to 100. 
 
 
Counting and Sorting Activities (Teacher’s Manual Page 22) K.MD.3 
 
Added to Lessons 4, 7, 9, 11, 15, 19 
 
Some lessons will refer to counting and sorting activities. Students will find similarities and 
differences between objects and count the number of objects in each category. Count up to 10 
objects per category. Classify objects into given categories such as size, shape, color, or type of 
object. Choose from these options, doing one or more in a lesson. 
 
1. Sort bear counters by color. 
 
2. Sort tangram sets by shape.  
 
3. Sort coins by denomination 
 
4. Mix and sort types of counters such as bear counters and centimeter cubes. 
 
5. Sort various small objects such as paper clips, buttons, and marbles. 
 
6. Sort pattern cards from the card set. 
 
7. Sort foods or candies by color or type. Ideas include colored candy, beans of various     
    kinds and colors, pasta (food coloring can be added). 
 



8. Have students make and sort a set of shapes on pieces of paper. 
Measurable Attributes of Objects 
 
Added to Lessons 6, 16, 24, 38, 41 (K.MD.1) 
 
 Use the Measurable Attribute Cards. You may use them as full sheets or cut the cards apart. 
Help students develop and use vocabulary to describe attributes of objects such as weight or 
length. Students will not measure object or use units, rather students will use more general 
terminology. Words such as: big, small, short, long, tall, heavy, light, wide, thick, thin, etc. will 
be used to develop a general concept of measurable attributes. Many other words can be used.  
  
 Have students use two or more attribute words to describe the main object in the pictures. If 
pictures are described with words that are not the most optimal, you may suggest other words. 
For example, in #3, ladders are used vertically rather than horizontally like it is being carried, so 
tall is a better descriptor than wide. This activity will be repeated in other lessons with the same 
cards, so you don’t have to describe every card in this lesson. 
 
 Pictures and suggested descriptors are listed below, but answers are not limited to these. 
Encourage students to use at least two descriptors of different attributes (length, width, weight).  
 
Cards 1-6, Lesson 6: 
1. Mushroom: short, light, thin, wide, 2. Elephant: wide, tall, heavy, huge, 3. Ladder: tall, light, 
big, 4. Clouds: wide, thick, big, (students might describe them as light because they float, but 
clouds can weight more than 1 million pounds.) 5. Spaghetti (you may have students describe a 
single piece): long, thin, light. 6. Bowling ball: Heavy, big, thick. 
Cards 7-12, Lesson 16 
7. Bug: small, short, light, 8. Bulldozer: heavy, big, wide, 9. Centipede: long, light, thin, 10. 
Balloons: big, light, wide. (The girl could be described, too.), 11. Ribbon: long, light, wide, 
thick, or thin (The width could be considered wide or thick as compared to string, and thin in that 
a ribbon is a thin material.) 12. Train: long, wide, tall, heavy. 
 
Cards 13-18, Lesson 24 
13. Feather (Have students describe 1 feather): light, long, thick, thin (thick in terms of width. 
Thin in terms of thickness of a feather.), 14. Sledge Hammer: heavy, long (handle), thick 
(hammer head), 15. Tree: big, tall, wide, heavy. The child could also be described short, small. 
light compared to the tree. 16. Pencil (describe one pencil): short, light, small, 17. Cat: fat, wide, 
thick, short, 18. Wall: tall, long, wide, heavy. 
 
Lesson 38 uses all 18 cards: 
 
 Use all 18 Measurable Attribute Cards. Have students make a group of two or three cards 
that have at least one common attribute. Have students state the common attribute(s). If there is 
only one common have students identify a second attribute for each card. 
 
 Words such as: big, small, short, long, tall, heavy, light, wide, thick, thin, etc. may be used 
to describe attributes. Students are not limited to these terms but should use words that describe 
attributes of size or weight. Repeat with other sets of cards. 



 
Lesson 41 is similar to the card lessons, but real objects will be described. 
  
Have students use words such as: big, small, short, long, tall, heavy, light, wide, thick, thin, etc. 
to describe real objects. Students are not limited to these terms but should use words that 
describe attributes of size or weight. 
 
Provide a group of objects for the students to describe or simply have students look around the 
room. Describe objects by at least two attributes of size and weight. 
 
 
Describe Positions of Shapes (K.G.1)  
 
Added to Lessons 3, 8, 13, 20 (K.G.1) 
 
Lessons 8 and 20 use pattern blocks instead of pattern cards. 
 
Objective: Students will describe positions of shapes. 
 
Materials: Pattern Cards 
 
Teaching: 
 
 Help students develop and use vocabulary to describe the relative position of shapes. Use the 
pattern cards again. Give instructions such as put a card with a square above a card with a 
triangle. Describe other positions for placing cards, referring to a shape and a position such as 
below, beside, in front of, behind, and next to. You may include other words to describe 
positions.  
  
Next, have students make their own arrangement of 4 cards in a group and describe positions 
relative to other cards. 
Lesson 33 practices the same skill with real objects:  
Students will find objects in the room and describe the objects using 3-D shape names and 
position words such as: above, below, under, beside, in front of, behind, and next to. Students 
may refer to the Basic 3-D shapes chart for shape names. 
 
 
Composing and Decomposing 11 to 19 (K.NBT.1) 
 
Added to Lessons 29, 34 (K.NBT.1) 
 
Materials: Ten Frames Mat, Counters 
 
Cut the Ten Frame mat can be cut in half on the dashed line to make two mats. Write the number 
15 (change to 18 for Lesson 34). Students will place one counter in each space on the ten frame 
to make a group of 10. The rest of the counters will not be placed in a ten frame or they can be 
placed in the second ten frame. 
 



Have students state the numbers as a ten and ones. The students should state that: 15 is one 
group of 10, and 5 ones.  Repeat with all the numbers from 11 to 19 in a random order. 
 
The same concept is continued in Lessons 36, 39 
 
Materials: Numbers 11 to 19 Mat, Counters, and a second small object to mark answers. 
 
Students will fill the Ten circle with counters by placing a counter on each circle. Then tell 
students to place a number of counters in the ones circle. 
 
Students will then mark the total of the group by placing a second kind of counter below the 
number. The second kind of counter can be any small object the can easily fit in the width of the 
space between numbers.  
 
Students will then state the total. For example, 16 (13 in Lesson 39): 1 set of 10 plus 6 ones is 
16. 
 
Repeat with other numbers in the ones place from 1 to 9 to show the numbers 11 to 19. 
 
The same concept is continued Lessons 141, 144, 147 and addition problems. 
 
Materials: Numbers 11 to 19 Mat, Numbers 11 to 19 Form, Counters 
 
Students will fill the tens circle by placing a counter on each number. Tell students to put a 
specific number of counters in the ones circle from 1 to 9. In this example, 4. Students can then 
count up from 10 to 14. On the Numbers 11 to 19 Problems Form students will write an addition 
problem for it. In this example, students will write 4 in the first blank and 14 in the second blank. 
 
Repeat with random ones until students have made problems for sums from 11 to 19. 
 
Additional copies of the Numbers 11 to 19 Problems Form are available in the Resource Center 
at www.McRuffy.com. A direct link is here: https://mcruffy.com/pages/kindergarten-math-form-
worksheets 
 
Tens Frame Mat (Resource Pack) 
 
 
Composing and Decomposing 11 to 19 (K.OA.4) 
 
Added to Lessons 115, 128, 136 (K.OA.4) 
 
Materials: Ten Frames Mat, Counters 
 
Use the Tens Frame Mat. How many squares are inside the blue frame? (10). Cover 3 
squares by placing a counter on each. How many squares are not covered? (7) How would 
you say this as an addition problem? (3 + 7 = 10) Repeat by putting other sets of counters on a 
the Ten Frame Mat to make sums equal to 10. 
 

https://mcruffy.com/pages/kindergarten-math-form-worksheets
https://mcruffy.com/pages/kindergarten-math-form-worksheets


Added to Lesson 139  
 
Materials: Make Sums of 10 sheet from the Resource Pack. 
 
Use the Make Sums of 10 sheet. The Ten Frame at the top of the page can be used to review 
sums equal to 10. For example, students can add 4 counters in the frame and make the problem 4 
+ 6 = 10. 4 represents the counters. 6 represents the empty boxes.  
 
Students will write a problem for each of the models on the bottom of the page. The first addend 
should be the number for the circles. The blanks will represent the second number in the addition 
problem.  
 
For example, students should write 8 + 2 = 10 under the first model. 
 
 
Solving Word Problems (K.OA.2) 
 
Added to Lesson 89: 
 
Materials: Use the Animal Boat page from workbook Lesson 85 and bear counters. 
 
Use bear counters and the Animal Boat workbook page from lesson 85. Students will model 
story problems. Follow these two formats that have an unknown. Just change the numbers for 
different problems.:  
  
 Add to: 3 bears were on the boat. Some more got on, then there were 8 bears on the 
boat. How many got on the boat? 
 
 Take from: 7 bears were on the boat. Some got off, then there were 2 bears on the boat. 
How many got off the boat? 
 
 
Added to Lesson 100: 
 
Materials: Use the Tree House workbook page from Lesson 95 and bear counters. 
 
Use the Tree House workbook page from Lesson 95 and bear counters to model and solve word 
problems. Follow the two formats and change numbers involving no more than 10 bears. 
 
 Add to format: Some bears were in the tree house. 4 more climbed up. Then there were 6 
bears in the tree house. How many were in the tree house before the other bears climbed 
up? (2) 
 
 Take from format: Some bears were in the tree house. 3 climbed down. Then there were 
5 bears in the tree house. How many were in the tree house before the other bears climbed 
down? (8) 
 
 
 
Added to Lesson 110: 
 
Materials: Use the Tree House workbook page from Lesson 95 and bear counters. 



Use the Tree House workbook page. Follow these three formats and change the numbers and 
colors. There will be limits because of the number of bears by color (5 of each color) : 
 
 Unknown total format: 3 red bears and 4 blue bears are in the tree house. How many 
bears are in the tree house? 
 
 Unknown addend format: 5 bears are in the tree. 1 is green the rest are blue. How many 
are blue? 
 
 Both addends unknown: 4 bears are in the tree. Some are purple, some are yellow. Show 
different ways to show 4 bears in the tree house with different numbers of purple and 
yellow bears. 


