
Hand Knotted vs Hand Tufted Rug Comparison Guide   

How It Is Made A hand knotted rug is an 
ancient art form of hand 
knotting individual pieces of 
wool or silk yarn onto a loom 
to create a wool rug.

Uses a small tufting gun to 
punch a design into a canvas.
The tufting gun is held by the 
hand of a technician who 
loads yarn into a magazine 
and traces a pattern onto a 
canvas backing.

Price of Rug The main determinant of price 
is knots per square inch 
(kpsi).
The higher the knot count, the 
tighter the knots, the softer 
the rug, the longer the rug 
takes to make, the higher the 
price. 

They cost less because they 
take much less time to make, 
and do not require a 
specialized skill set.

If they are the same price or 
cost more than hand knotted, 
it is because they are name 
brand.

Rug Backing The back of a hand knotted 
rug will be an exact mirror 
image of the top pile of the 
rug.

You will be able to see each 
individual knot and be able to 
count the knots per square 
inch.

The back of a hand tufted rug 
will have have a canvas back 
the is glued to hold the rug 
together.

Because the rug is not 
knotted, you will not see or be 
able to count a knot count.
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Fringe The fringe of a hand knotted 
rug is key to the construction 
of the rug.
The wool yarn is hand knotted 
onto the fringe and the pieces 
at the end are left for 
decoration.
But, the fringe is key to 
holding the rug together.
If the fringe is not there, the 
rug will unravel and you will 
have nothing but a pile of 
yarn.

On a tufted rug, the fringe will 
be sewn or glued on the the 
back.
Because the fringe is and 
essential part to a hand 
knotted rug, makers of  hand 
tufted rugs are glued or sewn 
on a fringe to make the rug 
appear authentic.
This makes it very easy to tell 
the difference.
Simply flip the rug over and 
look to see if you can see 
stitch marks
OR
That there is a strip of canvas 
that the fringe is attached to.

Value If well taken care of, classic 
styles of hand knotted rug will 
hold their value through the 
ages. 

Tufted rugs will not hold any 
value. Their purpose is to look 
pretty until, ya know, they fall 
apart.

Environmental Impact Hand knotted rugs can be 
reused. They can be 
overdyed, or used as a 
patchwork rug. 

Hand tufted rugs go into landfills 
after 3 years. 
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