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The activities in this booklet are inspired by reading this 
wonderful book by Mo Willems:

This booklet works through the skills required for Reading 
Readiness and Literacy Development. The skills are written
in the incremental stages that children develop their Literacy 
skills through. Many children will benefit from experiencing 
the whole the whole range of skills offered in this booklet – whatever 
level they are at.

Level 1: Sound Discrimination
Level 2: Rhyme awareness
Level 3: Syllable awareness
Level 4: Phoneme awareness
Level 5: Linking sounds to letters
LLevel 6: Phonics for reading and spelling
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NE – Year 2



What sounds do these toys make?

Sound Discrimination
Level 1. 



Old Mc Donald had a sound
Old Mc Donald has lost the sounds these toys make? 
Can you say what sound they make? 
Can you say the sound loudly and then softly?
Can you give the sound a colour and a shape?

The sound would be this colour and shape:

Sound Discrimination
Level 1. 
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Sound Discrimination
Level 1. 



Teacher says:
I am going to say a word. The word is:

SAD

I am going to say another word. The word is:

MAD

SAD and MAD rhyme. They rhyme because they sound 
the same at the end.the same at the end.

Teacher says:
I want you all to put your hands on your lap. I am going 
to say two words. I want you to listen carefully to the 
words. If the words rhyme, I want you to wiggle your 
hands in the air.

Here we go:

PPAN   TAN
TOY   BOY
CAT   BAT
PEN   TEN
SIT    FIT
COP   TOP
HAD   LAD

Rhyme Awareness
Level 2. 



Teacher says:

I am going to say a word. The word is:

SAD

I am going to say the sound of a letter. The sound is:

M

What word can you think of that starts with the 
lletter/sound m, and rhymes with the word: sad? 
MAD – great.

Teacher says:

I am going to say a word. Then I am going to say a 
letter sound. I want you to think of a word that could 
start with that letter sound – and rhymes with my word: 
Here we go:

MAN   PMAN   P
BAD   S
CAT   H
PEN   M
SIP    N
BAG   T
HUG   M

Rhyme Awareness
Level 2. 



Teacher says:

I am going to say the name of a toy. 

I want you to move like that toy. 
When I say STOP, I want you to STOP as still as a statue.

Teacher says: 

I am going to say the name of the toy and tap out 
the the syllables in the name. 

I want you to echo the syllables back to me.

Syllable Awareness
Level 3. 



Teacher says:

I am going to say some words that start with the sound: Tt.

I want you to move to the word, so if I say the word
– train, you would move like a train. 

If I say the word – top – you would spin like a top. 

When I say a word that does not start with the sound: 
TTt, 
I want you to bob down on the floor as quickly as you can. 
Here we go:

Train   Tip-toe   Turtle     Tyrannosaurus Rex   Doll 

We are going to repeat this activity with some other words:

Phoneme Awareness
Level 4. 



Teacher says:

I have a picture of a toy train here. 

The word train begins with the letter and sound: T

I would like you to write the letter T in the air in front of you.

I would like you to write the letter T on the floor with 
your magic finger.

I am going I am going to give you some crepe paper and I would 
like you to make the letter T with the crepe paper.

I would like you to take your letter T for a walk. 
Find a new space for your letter T. 

I think we will need to make our letter T again.

REPEAT three times.

Linking sounds to letters
Level 5. 



Some of the words have run out of the boxes. 
Can you help us put them back again?

Phonics for reading and 
      spelling

Level 6. 



Link the words that rhyme

Phonics for reading and 
      spelling

Level 6. 



Draw a picture and write something nice to a friend.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………
……………………………………………………………………………………

Phonics for reading and 
      spelling

Level 6. 



What is your favourite toy to play with?

Describe your toy here:

Draw your toy here: Think about COLOURS, Shape and size.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………
……………………………………………………………………………………

Phonics for reading and 
      spelling

Level 6. 



More Ideas:

Have a Special Friend Day

Write about: What makes a friend

Have a Post Box and post messages to friends in it

Have a Bring a Toy day

Look at olden day toys, toys parents used to play with, 
ttoys grandparents used to play with

Act out all the emotions: sad, mad, joyful, excited, shy, 
nervous … create art work where each emotion is given 
a colour and a shape. If anger had a colour what colour 
would it be? 
What shape would it be?

More Ideas


