
MOROCCAN CUSHION

DMC STRANDED COTTON 



MATERIALS
• Precut 14ct black Aida P3706.589 (34 x 48cm)
• DMC Stranded Cotton  - 1 skein of each colour

3760 MD Wedgewood
3842 DK Wedgewood
3809 V DK Turquoise
3847 DK Teal Green
943 MD Aquamarine
3814 Aquamarine
165 V LT Moss Green
967 V LT Apricot
351 Coral

• DMC Tapestry Needle Size 24
•  Embroidery hoop
•  Extra cotton for the tassels and twisted cord -
    3814 x 3 skeins 
    3842 x 1 skein
• Fabric for backing 34 x 34cm
• 14in Cushion insert

MOROCCAN CUSHION
31 x 31cm
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TO BEGIN:
1. Start by finding the centre of the fabric, fold 
it into quarters to make a crease - this will show 
you the middle. You will start stitching from the 
center of the design.
NOTE: You can also stitch a rough dotted line 
where the center markings are if you need a 
more definite line, just remove this once your 
done stitching the design.
2. To begin stitching, thread the required colour 
onto the needle and bring the needle from the 
back of the work through to the front.
NOTE: Your DMC Stranded Cotton has 6 
strands; use 2 strands for Cross Stitch and 2 
strands for Backstitch.
3. Draw the yarn through leaving a 3cm tail at 
the back. Hold this tail, so your first few stitches 
are worked over it. This will secure your thread 
evenly.
NOTE: Never tie a knot in your thread.
4. Start with diagonal stitches from bottom left 
to top right (/////), work the line in that thread 
colour. Then working back over those stitches 
from bottom right to top left (\\\\\), cross over 
back to where you started. You should now have 
your line of crosses (XXXXX).
NOTE: When stitching, make sure you don’t pull 
the thread too tight as this can make the work 
uneven.
5. Follow the chart and key, finishing each 
colour before you go onto the next.
6. To end off your thread, take your needle 
through to the back of your work and run it 
under a few stitches then trim cleanly.
7. Once you have completed 
all the stitching, if your work is wrinkled, iron it 
flat with an iron on warm using a cloth to protect 
your stitching.
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HOW TO MAKE A TASSEL 
Make 4 tassels using DMC Stranded Cotton 3814 Aquamarine.
1. While keeping the skein of embroidery floss intact, remove 
a length of 1mtr approximately, and divide this into two pieces. 
2. Lay skein flat and push two wrappers to the middle. 
3. Cut the skein of floss in half. 
4. Cut 15cm thread of the same colour. Insert the thread through all 
the loops on one side of the skein and tie a tight double knot. 
5. Loop a 25 - 30cm matching thread around the neck of the tassel 
a short distance from the top (0.5 - 1cm) and work slowly and firmly 
from the top of the neck downwards. As you wrap, ensure that the 
top of your tassel threads are neatly in place and the first knot you 
made around the middle of the skein is at the very top – this is now 
the head of your tassel. Thread the ends of the neck tie into the 
needle and pull them into the centre of the skein and down into the 
skirt to hide them.
6. Cut and trim the tail of the tassel. Repeat for other half of the skein.
Use the ends of knotting threads to attach tassels onto the pillow.

HOW TO MAKE A TWISTED CORD
1. Unwrap a skien of 3814 and fold it in four. Repeat the same with 
a skein of 3842 DK Wedgewood. 
2. Overlap two colours with each other.

3. Secure one end to the door handle or get a friend 
to hold it for you. Stretch the yarn out to its full length 
and begin twisting.
4.Continue to twist consistently in the same direction 
until the cotton is taut.
5. Place a finger in the middle of the cord (where two colours meet) and bring the ends together. 
Holding ends together, allow the cord to twist. Run your fingers along the length of the cord to smooth 
it out. Secure ends together with a knot.
6. Stitch twisted cord to the edge of the cushion. Hide the end inside handstitched opening. 
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MAKING UP
1. Trim the embroidered Aida to approx. 34 x 34cm. Cut the backing 
fabric to this size.
2. Lay the embroidered piece onto the backing fabric with right sides 
together. Pin around the edges to secure.
3. Stitch around, leaving an opening on one side for stuffing the 
pillow. Insert a pillow insert and hand stitch the opening together.


