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BABYLO

SKILL LEVEL – beginners

ABBREVIATIONS
ds = Double Stitch
p = Picot
cl = Close
rw = Reverse Work

MATERIALS:
• DMC 6134 Tatting Needle Size No.5
• DMC BABYLO thread 
   Size 10 BLANC - 1 ball 
• Red felt
• Small amount of fibre filling
• White beads
• DMC 1765/1 Embroidery needle

CHRISTMAS DECORATION
approx. 10 x 11cm 

NEEDLE TATTING
Following patterns below make two large flowers and one 
small flower using DMC BABYLO thread.
LARGE FLOWER
1st Ring: 6ds, p, 3ds, p, 1ds, p, 1ds, p, 3ds, p, 6ds, cl
*2nd Ring: 6ds, join to p on previous ring, 3ds, p, 1ds, p, 1ds, 
p, 3ds, p, 6ds, cl*
Repeat from * to * three more times.
Ring: 6ds, join to p on previous ring, 3ds, p, 1ds, p, 1ds, p, 
3ds, join to p on first ring, 6ds, cl
Join to beginning of first ring, tie the knot and finish it off.
SMALL FLOWER
1st Ring: 4ds, p, 3ds, p, 1ds, p, 1ds, p, 3ds, p, 4ds, cl
*2nd Ring: 4ds, join to p on previous ring, 3ds, p, 1ds, p, 1ds, 
p, 3ds, p, 4ds, cl*
Repeat from * to * three more times.
Ring: 4ds, join to p on previous ring, 3ds, p, 1ds, p, 1ds, p, 
3ds, join to p on first ring, 4ds, cl
Join to beginning of first ring, tie the knot and finish it off.
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MAKING UP
1. Cut two heart shapes from red felt.
2. Position flowers onto the heart and secure 

them in place with small stitches.
3. Stitch beads into the centre of the flowers 

and randomly between flowers if desired.
4. Place back and front heart shapes together 

and stitch Buttonhole stitch around the edge  
adding a bead onto every stitch.  
Leave a small opening on one side. 
Add fibre filling and continue Buttonhole stitch 
to close the opening.

SPLIT RING CHAIN FOR HANGING
Thread the needle from the ball leaving a tail about 
70cm long. Half the double stitches are made with 
the ball thread and half the double stitches with 
the needle thread. 
Working off the ball thread.
Ring: 4ds, p, 4ds, p, 4ds, p, 4ds,cl
Split Ring:*First step: make the first half by casting 
on stitches as normal on 
the pointed end of your 
needle.
4ds, p, 4ds
To make the second half of 
your split ring, unthread 
your needle turn it until 
the eye end is facing the 
way your pointed end 
would do, then cast on the 
stitches for the second half 
of the ring onto the eye 
end using the thread end. 
4ds, p, 4ds
Rethread your needle, and 
pull the needle through the 
stitches as usual to close 
the ring. * 
Repeat from * to * five 
more times. Attach finished 
split ring chain to the top of the heart.

Cut 2 felt pieces

Buttonhole stitch with beads
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NEEDLE TATTING STITCHES 

To begin:
Thread the needle from the ball leaving a tail about 
50cm long or longer if specified.
Hold the working thread (thread 
from the ball, not the tail) near 
the end of the needle with your 
right index finger. You can 
release the thread as soon as 
soon as the first double stitch is 
made.

Double stitch (ds) 
To make the first half, hold the thread with the left 
hand and wrap clockwise 
from the front over the top and 
around the index finger; scoop 
the needle under the thread 
Remove finger and tighten the 
loop onto the needle. This is 
the first half of the ds.
For the second half of the stitch, wrap the thread 
counter-clockwise under the index finger from the back 
and over the top; bend the finger forward and scoop 
the needle tip under the thread 
from the back, lifting the thread 
off your finger, forming a loop 
on the needle. Slide the loop 
and tighten.

Picot (p)
After completing a ds, make the first half of the next ds, 
but instead of sliding the stitch next to 
the first ds, hold the loop about a 5mm 
away while making the second half of 
the ds. Always use this length unless a 
longer length is stated
Slide the completed ds next to the first 
ds. The small loop created between them is a Picot

thread 
from the 
ball

To close (cl) a ring 
Make double stitch (ds) and picot (p) for the ring as 
instructed.
Grip the stitches with the left thumb and index finger and 
slide the stitches past the needle eye and onto the thread. 
Continue pulling the needle thread 
until there is a loop at the end; run the 
needle up through the loop, forming the 
ring; pull until the ring closes.  

The tighter the thread is pulled, the smaller the ring - be 
consistent; you want to keep all the rings or chains with 
the same stitch combinations the same size. 
The last step is to turn the ring over and tie a knot at 
the top. This is referred to as reverse work (rw).
The stitches made after reversing the work will curve 
the opposite direction from stitches made previously.

Creating A Chain (Ch)
Make ds and p for the chain as instructed; to close 
(cl) a chain, hold the needle tip with the right hand 
fingers; grip the stitches with the left thumb and index 
finger; without letting go, slide the stitches past the 
needle eye and onto the thread. Continue pulling the 
needle thread until the thread is tight, and the loop 
disappears at the bottom; 
As with the ring, turn the chain over and tie a knot 
(rw). Occasionally a ring or chain isn’t reversed after 
closing, but a knot is still tied. 

Join
Make the stitches up to the joining; hold the thread 
behind the picot to be joined and pull the thread 
through to the front with the needle tip (or use a 
crochet hook), place the loop of thread (not the picot) 
on the needle and slide tight against the previous ds - 
this loop is counted as a join and is not part of the ds 
on either side.

To finish off
Run the needle through the base of the first ring or 
chain of the round, pull the thread snug and tie a 
double knot. Leave an end long enough to thread the 
needle and cut the thread; run the ends back inside a 
few previous stitches to hide.

Starching Tatted Pieces 
Spray finish work with Starch spray on both sides. Gently 
stretch it into shape on a flat surface. Place lightweight 
cloth on top and iron your tatted piece.
For stronger effect use diluted solution of glue.
Add some craft glue into small bowl of water. Soak your 
finished work, pat it with paper towel, pull into shape. 
Wait for it to dry and iron gently.


