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Thanks to your support, Days for Girls was able to advance our work in Malawi with

some incredible impact to share! By combining donations from a number of generous

supporters like you, we set forth an action plan to reach 5,000 girls in some of the most

remote and poorest villages in Malawi this year. Your funding has helped us move closer

to this goal!

After official meetings with the First Lady of

Malawi, along with other cabinet members,

we participated in one of the most exciting

events Days for Girls has ever hosted.  Our

three amazing Malawi Enterprise leaders

organized a celebration event and

distribution for over 600 girls to receive DfG

Kits, along with a health training. The entire

community turned out including tribal

chiefs, school personnel and lots and lots of

girls and their families!



Our local  leaders rejoiced in the recognition of what they had accomplished and even

more exciting, what was to come. They have a clear vision to reach the entire country of

Malawi with our program based on the support of so many who have come together,

including you!

A Story to Share

Our local Days for Girls Malawi team

recently headed out to the Neno

district, in South Malawi. This is one

of the most remote regions of Malawi,

which meant they traveled by 4x4 cars

and traversed treacherous roads to

reach these remote villages.

On a daily basis, girls walk many

kilometres to get to school, carrying

pails of water on their heads from the

valleys up steep hills. Often, to avoid

the dangerous and difficult journey

they remain at the school for days, cooking and cleaning for themselves.

Unfortunately a majority of these girls don’t complete secondary school. Instead, they

are married off in a country that has one of the highest rates of early marriage in the

world. One study estimates approximately 42% of girls are married before the age of 18,

and 9% below the age of 15. While boys' marriage age comes much later with an

estimated 1% of boys marrying before the age of 15 and 6% below the age of 18. Yet,

because of your support, this dire number is beginning to change.

With determination and passion, our team reached 630 girls in 7 different schools with

Days for Girls washable pads and health education this quarter. Of the 630 school girls

who received menstrual Kits and vital health education, 140 which were funded by

your donation. But what is even more remarkable is how these health conversations

helped to empower girls to see that there are other opportunities ahead and role models

that can help them see a different future.



Yamikani Chikoti (one of the DfG Social Entrepreneurs) reports:

As the team was packing up to go, after our kickoff event at Chilimbondo Primary

School ground, a group of boys lingered around. One of the girls that had attended our

health education workshop and had received the supreme kit was walking past the

boys.

“Mwalandila katundu, (You have received a package)”, one of the boys called out.

His friends jeered rudely.

The girl was not embarrassed, instead she faced them and said to their face;

“Nalandira kumene, (yes I have received). I will proudly carry it without shame

because I have learned today that menstruation is not something to be ashamed of. I

will embrace it and be proud of it because I am wonderfully made.”

She then strolled away, a victory smile on her face.

This made the team proud; to know that they have made a huge impact on the life of

this girl.

Another life changing experience was when a young man casually told a girl who was

coming from one of our education session;

“I will find you at home.”

“No,” the girl said boldly.



“Why not?” the boy asked

“You will not come to my home today and not ever again,” the girl said.

“Zayamba liti? (When did this start)” the boy wanted to know.

The girl explained that everything has a beginning and now that she had learnt from

us, she wanted to concentrate on her education.

“Having you in my life will disturb my concentration,” she said without shame.

This gave the team a new energy to keep reaching out to those girls in hard to reach

areas.

The DfG Kits that were distributed will last most girls at least 3 years, and the education

they received just might make a difference for generations!

Thank You!

The team in Malawi.


