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Connoisseur’s
Collection

From alternative varieties to progressive styles, the Connoisseur’s Collection is 
the perfect plan to enliven your palate and expand your knowledge. Stray from 
the mainstream and discover the unknown with this unique collection of wines.

Code ITM38104 | $270 per dozen

January 2020 Red
In this pack

Get your free case in three easy steps! 

Step 1: Call 1300 723 723

Step 2: Refer your friends to join a wine plan

Step 3: Once your friend joins we’ll send you a FREE case of wine

Re-order today! 

Did you love these wines so much that you’ve found 
there’s none left? Never fear!

You can re-order any of the wines in your wine plan from 
www.thewinecollective.com.au or by calling 1300 723 723. 

All wines offered are covered by The Wine Collective’s Guarantee of Quality. If after tasting a 
bottle or two you are dissatisfied for any reason, call your friendly Wine Advisor on 1300 723 

723 to discuss options for refund or replacement. The Wine Collective supports the responsible 
service of alcohol. Liquor Act 2007 – it is an offence to sell or supply to or obtain liquor on behalf 

of a person under the age of 18 years. Savings based on normal sell price. Freight cost not 
included. Please visit www.thewinecollective.com.au for freight prices or ask your Wine Advisor 

when you order. Lic No. LIQP880014817. 

Prices valid while stocks last. Cellaring potential is a guide only and may change depending on 
storage conditions. Suggested cellaring potential applies from the time of publication. 

Terms and conditions apply. Not available in conjunction with any other offer.Terms and conditions apply. Wines are only available while stock lasts. 

Free wine!
Refer a friend to a wine plan and 

we’ll give you  a FREE case of wine

Valued over 

$341!
You only pay

$270!

Enjoyed the wine 
in this pack?

Municipal Wines 

Bull Lane 

Calmel et Joseph 

Whitegate Shiraz 2015

Via Del Toro Nebbiolo 2017

Villa Blanche Organic Pinot Noir 2016

Your pack is valued over $341!
You only pay $270 per dozen

Vinoque

Swinney

Blue Pyrenees 

Novo Tinto King Valley 2018

Tirra Lirra Syrah 2017

Estate Red 2016

Stock up 
on your 

favourites 
from this 

pack!
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Bull Lane 
Via Del Toro Nebbiolo 2017
Simon Osicka is a third generation winemaker. His career began in the 1990’s, including 
holding senior winemaking positions at Houghton, Leasingham and as group red wine 
maker for Constellation Wines. This was interwoven with vintages in Italy, Canada, 
Germany, and France, including a harvest at the Northern Rhone’s revered Shiraz 
producer Domaine J.L Chave. Simon is now one of the most respected winemakers in 
the Heathcote region, not because of his pedigree, but because the consistent quality 
and value of the wines he produces under his family’s reknowned Paul Osicka label. 
In 2010, Simon and his partner, Alison Philips (an experienced viticulturist), wanted to 
explore options other than the family’s dry grown vineyard. Simon and Alison spent a 
lot of time visiting different vineyards, tasting fruit and wine before deciding to source 
fruit from Colbinabbin Estate Vineyard in the Mount Camel range.

Region: Pyrenees, VIC
Notes: ‘From the Malakoff Vineyard, hand-picked and painstakingly sorted to achieve 
whole berries in the fermenters, pressed to used French barrels for 16 months. Light, 
clear crimson hue; it is an exercise in purity achieved by scrupulous attention to detail, 
the mix of red, morello and sour cherries woven together, the balance impeccable.’ 
James Halliday.
Cellar: Cellar up to 2023
Food match: Ratatouille
Alc/Vol: 13.7%

RRP  
$35.99 /bottle
Code: ITM31931 

Municipal Wines
Whitegate Shiraz 2015
Municipal was established by Matt Froude, a boutique winemaker passionate about 
creating unique wines that offer a taste of place, time and variety. Matt was inspired 
to create Municipal Wines so that wine lovers can experience elegant, varietal, food 
friendly wines and he has travelled far and wide to gain inspiration and expertise for 
his offering, which is produced in the cool climate of Victoria’s Strathbogie Ranges. 
Matt likes to choose the best variety or varieties from a region, or a unique established 
vineyard, sometimes requiring rejuvenation after years of neglect. The grapes for this 
Shiraz come from the Whitegate Vineyard from vines which are dry grown and not 
sprayed. The fruit was not destemmed in order to achieve a good tannin structure and 
a short, cool ferment was used to avoid harsh extraction before barrel maturation for 
15 months in old hogsheads to highlight the varietal character.

Region: Strathbogie Ranges, Vic
Notes: Medium plus intensity aromas of blackberry, red currants, black pepper, 
clove, cinnamon, dried herbs, hints of dark chocolate and a slight sappy note. The 
palate is dry, with a great structure and a flavour profile including blood plums, 
black pepper, clove and sweet spice with a long finish.
Cellar: Cellar up to 2025
Food match: BBQ steak with a pepper sauce
Alc/Vol: 14.5%

RRP  
$24.99 /bottle
Code: ITM31928 

RRP  
$31.99 /bottle
Code: ITM34993 

Calmel et Joseph 
Villa Blanche Organic 
Pinot Noir 2016
Laurent Calmel and Jerome Joseph joined forces in 1995, as negociants specialising 
in wines from the Languedoc-Roussillon region of southern France. Finding a shared 
passion for the wines of the Mediterranean and a fervent desire to establish the 
Languedoc as a region of both quality and value, they started to work with vineyards 
across the breadth of the region, exploring and championing what they refer to as it’s 
‘palette of terroir’. Nowadays Calmel et Joseph has its own footprint, an organically 
farmed 200 hectare property on the outskirts of Carcassonne, with 20 hectares under 
vine. The size and sheltered nature of the property allows them to create a unique 
and sustainable ecosystem – they firmly believe in biodiversity and have planted the 
vineyards with olive groves, lavender fields, almond orchards and beehives.

Region: Pays d’Oc IGP, France
Notes: Dark cherry, bramble and spice aromas such as pepper and five spice. The 
palate is silky and savoury with herbal and hedgerow notes balanced by red and 
bramble fruit notes with a long spicy finish. Lovely palate weight and texture.
Cellar: Cellar up to 2023
Food match: Beef carpaccio
Alc/Vol: 13.0%

RRP  
$26.99 /bottle
Code: ITM34943 

RRP  
$25.99 /bottle
Code: ITM28335 

Hello Connoisseur’s wine club member,

Happy New Year!

I don’t know about you, but I’ve stopped making new year’s resolutions. I couldn’t see the 
point given that by February, I’d always forgotten what they were! So, if you’ve made some 
resolutions of your own, before they kick in, I do hope you’ll celebrate the arrival of 2020 with 
a few of the fabulous wines I’ve secured for your January Connoisseur’s pack.

The first wine I’d like to highlight is the Calmel et Joseph Villa Blanche Organic Pinot Noir 
2016. A fragrant and ethereal wine from the Languedoc-Roussillon region in southern France, 
this wine makes for a delightful introduction to French Pinot, thanks to the savoury hedgerow 
notes that are a perfect foil for the ripe red fruit characters. This is a wine with structure that 
manages to remain silky and approachable. It’s absolutely perfect for this time of year. 

The other wine I’d like to draw your attention to is the Swinney Tirra Lirra Syrah 2017. 
This is such an attractive and aromatic wine - the epitome of elegance. Think licorice, graphite, 
lavender, charcoal and mocha notes, all layered over pretty blue and black fruits. Medium 
bodied, it is reminiscent of Syrah from the Rhône Valley and makes for the ultimate summer red. 

I hope you enjoy your January wine plan pack. If you have any feedback, please don’t hesitate 
to send me an email: wineplans@thewinecollective.com.au
 
Wishing you all the best for 2020!

Sarah Linhart
Wine Buyer

RRP  
$24.99 /bottle
Code: ITM35304 
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95
POINTS
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Key : Number of bottles in pack        Cork         Six Pack         Organic
To re-order phone 1300 723 723 or visit www.thewinecollective.com.au

Swinney
Tirra Lirra Syrah 2017
Swinney Vineyards is a family winegrowing concern located in the Frankland River 
region of the Great Southern in Western Australia. The vineyards are part of a remote 
and isolated 2,500 hectare grape growing and grazing property, which has been the 
home of the Swinney family for four generations. The vineyards are planted on gravelly 
ironstone soils over layers of clay loam. These soils are ideal for quality wine grape 
production as they provide strong root penetration, warm up quickly in the spring 
and the clay loam subsoil retains water during dry summer months. Fruit for Swinney 
Tirra Lirra Syrah came from 20-year-old vines at Wilson’s Pool Vineyard. The fruit was 
handpicked, whole bunch pressed (40%), and fermented wild in French oak to enhance 
the complexity and texture.

Region: Frankland River, WA
Notes: ‘Hand-picked, sorted and naturally fermented in small batches with 15% whole 
bunches. The detail in winemaking is reflected in the wine. Vibrant, hints of reduction 
and toast, spicy, red fruits with a line of acidity and fine savoury tannins that run the 
length of the palate. Complex, detailed and carefully crafted.’
David Bicknell - Halliday’s Wine Companion. 
Cellar: Cellar up to 2030
Food match: Grilled lamb cutlets with thyme
Alc/Vol: 14.0%

Vinoque
Novo Tinto King Valley 2018
The Vinoque range is made by DeBortoli’s Chief Winemaker, Steve Webber, at their 
Yarra Valley winery. It represents a kind of experimental range where he gets to play 
with less common varieties from great sites. A blend of 61% Touriga Nacional, 29% 
Tinta Cão and 10% Tempranillo, all of the grapes for this wine are grown on the De 
Bortoli King Valley property on the banks of the King River at Moyhu. Red varieties 
originating from the Iberian Peninsula like Touriga Nacional, Tempranillo and Tinta Cão 
are very suited to the warmer viticultural regions here in Australia. 2018 was a cool 
mild growing season, perfect for these late ripening Iberian varieties, producing dense, 
deeply scented and plump reds.

Region: King Valley, Vic
Notes: ‘Dark purple-red and bright. Super floral, geranium like nose from a suite 
of Portuguese varieties. Juicy, sapid and medium-bodied, with crunchy fresh fruit 
tannins.’ David Bicknell - Halliday’s Wine Companion.
Cellar: Cellar up to 2022
Food match: Pepperoni pizza
Alc/Vol: 14.5%

Blue Pyrenees 
Estate Red 2016
The Pyrenees region of Australia is best known for its bold savoury red wines and the 
‘Estate’ from Blue Pyrenees uses blending of the Estate vineyard’s best components 
to consistently reinforce this reputation. The 2015 to 2016 growing season provided 
limited winter and spring rains followed by a warm dry autumn and summer, which 
resulted in below average size crops, no disease pressure and made it easy to produce 
ripe, concentrated flavoursome and red grapes. The individual vineyard components 
were kept separate, initially in 15 tonne static and three tonne open fermenters, then 
also while maturing in new (40%), two year-old (30%) and four year-old (30%) French 
oak barriques for a full 24 months, before final selections, blending, fining and bottling 
in September 2018.

Region: Pyrenees, Vic
Notes: ‘Classically expressed and beautifully fragrant, the bouquet shows dark fruit 
richness together with attractive notes of bouquet garni, game, cedar and mixed 
spice. The wine offers gorgeous complexity and textural mouthfeel, firmly structured 
by fine, grainy tannins, finishing bold, persistent and engaging.’ 
Sam Kim - Wine Orbit.
Cellar: Cellar up to 2030
Food match: Pappardelle with duck
Alc/Vol: 14.1%
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