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Six

Taste the influence of time with six bottles of a fine red wine specifically chosen 
for its potential to evolve with style. We recommend opening a bottle within the 
first year of receiving your pack and then every year or so after that so you can 

see how it changes over time.

Code ITM46408  | $180 per six-pack

June 2020

Valued over 

$275!
You only pay 

$180!

All wines offered are covered by The Wine Collective’s Guarantee of Quality. If after tasting a bottle or two you 
are dissatisfied for any reason, call your friendly Wine Advisor on 1300 723 723 to discuss options for refund or 
replacement. The Wine Collective supports the responsible service of alcohol. Liquor Act 2007 – it is an offence 
to sell or supply to or obtain liquor on behalf of a person under the age of 18 years. Savings based on normal 

sell price. Freight cost not included. Please visit www.thewinecollective.com.au for freight prices or ask your Wine 
Advisor when you order. Lic No. LIQP770010086.

Prices valid while stocks last. Cellaring potential is a guide only and may change depending on storage conditions. 
Suggested cellaring potential applies from the time of publication.

Brought to you by

Hello Cellaring Six wine club member,

Welcome to your June wine plan!

Well, what an incredible three months it has been since your last plan. As I sit at home writing 
to you during our enforced confinement, I don’t think any of us could have predicted just how 
much our world would get turned on its head in such a short period of time. Firstly, I hope 
you and those you love are all safe and well. I know for some people talking about wine at a 
time like this might seem crass or frivolous, but for me it’s a great distraction from the fast 
changing situation outside my front door. Given that we’re all in the same boat, I hope the 
lockdown has given you the excuse to crack open a bottle of something special, because, let’s 
face it, every day that we are safe and healthy is reason enough to be thankful. 

So, time for some much needed distraction. This wine comes from the very clever trio of 
Giles Cooke MW, Fergal Tynan MW and the highly talented Peter Leske at Thistledown. 
Their philosophy is to make hand-crafted, small-batch wines from South Australia’s best wine 
growing areas. They’re not interested in making overblown, overripe, high alcohol wines but 
rather, complex and layered wines that are elegant and speak of their origins. The Quickening 
Shiraz 2019 has only just been released and I was immediately drawn to its plushness and 
creamy texture. It had an incredible depth of flavour and was so youthful and vibrant, I think 
it will be the perfect addition to your cellar as it gains even more layers of complexity in the 
years to come. 

I hope you enjoy your June pack. If you have any feedback, please don’t hesitate to send me 
an email:  wineplans@thewinecollective.com.au 
 
Best wishes

Sarah Linhart
Wine Buyer



Thistledown 
The Quickening Barossa 
Shiraz 2019
The winery:
With the helping hand of Peter Leske, Giles Cooke MW and Fergal Tynan 
MW, hand-make small-batch wines that illustrate the benefits of great sites 
and intelligent winemaking. Their aim, through Thistledown, is to make wines 
of great purity, precision and energy with rich flavours and complexity that 
can be peeled back, layer by layer.

Giles has travelled the world buying wine and creating engaging new 
products. But something has always drawn him back to Australia, where 
much of his early travel in the wine trade was done. Having met Fergal over a 
beer on the evening before the Master of Wine first year course, there was a 
certain inevitability that they would, one day, make wine together. 

As well as passing the MW exam at the first attempt, Giles has winemaking 
experience in Spain, California and Australia - along with extensive consulting 
to wineries on wine styles and packaging. A Grenache tragic, he’s pretty 
much obsessed with bringing Australian Grenache to the world stage.

Having kissed the blarney stone at an early age, Fergal’s trajectory through 
wine has been hard and fast with extensive travel throughout Europe, South 
America and Australia. Like Giles, regular, long exposures to Australian wine 
have led to an enduring love for the wines, people and regions that, in the 
end, lured him into the actual making of it. Fergal became an MW in 2004.
 
The region:
Wine has been made in the Barossa since 1842 when settlers from various 
European countries made South Australia their home. The Barossa region 
incorporates both the Barossa Valley and Eden Valleys, making it one of the 
only wine regions in Australia to have neighbouring warm and cool climate 
growing conditions. With such a diversity of growing conditions and soil 
types across both valleys as well as vineyards that have been tended by hand 
for many generations, the wines of the Barossa region are some of the very 
best in the country.
 
The vintage:
Right across South Australia, the 2019 vintage will be remembered as a 
very challenging one. Very dry conditions persisted throughout the growing 
season while some areas also had to contend with frost, hail and wind – all of 
which reduced the crop but helped increase concentration and quality.

The winemaking:
Joel Mattschoss’ Eden Valley vineyard provides the majority of the fruit. This 
spectacular vineyard is planted on some of the most difficult, meagre soils in 

the region. Littered with boulders composed of ironstone and pink quartz, it is a truly challenging site. Vineyards 
are trellised, cordon trained and spur pruned.

The three component parts of this wine are all made in a similarly low intervention manner. The grapes are hand 
picked and a percentage of whole bunches and wild ferments all play their role in ensuring that this wine is full 
of energy and life. After the components are blended the wine is then aged in French oak for eight months prior 
to bottling.

The winemaker: 
Peter is a well known face in Australian wine, having had a high profile career working for the likes of Nepenthe, 
Grosset and Domaine Dujac in Burgundy. In 2012, Pete bought back the old Nepenthe winery in Lenswood, 
Adelaide Hills and re-named it Revenir. Well equipped with all the toys needed to make brilliant small batch wine, 
this is the home for Thistledown and where Pete is based full time. A brilliant winemaker, capable of juggling all 
manner of issues at harvest time and an all-round good egg, Pete is fundamental to the quality of what we make 
at Thistledown. 
 
Region: 
Barossa, SA

Tasting note: 
‘Deep, bold purple/red colour, with a lovely spicy, plummy, fragrance including various berries, the palate fleshy 
and supple, smooth and engaging, with delicious flavour and balance. Some cola and Campari nuances. Very soft, 
fleshy tannins give it a lovely silken texture.’ Huon Hooke.

Key : Number of bottles in pack       Cork        Six Pack        Organic         Vegan         Biodynamics        
To re-order phone 1300 723 723 or visit www.thewinecollective.com.au

Cellar: 
Cellar up to 2030

Food match: 
Bangers and mash

Alc/Vol:  
14.5%

Code: 
ITM46408 

RRP: 
$45.99 per bottle
 
Allergens:
Contains Sulphites


