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Cellaring
Six

Taste the influence of time with six bottles of a fine red wine specifically chosen 
for its potential to evolve with style. We recommend opening a bottle within the 
first year of receiving your pack and then every year or so after that so you can 

experience the wine evolve over time.  

Code ITM22292 | $180 per six-pack

December 2018

Valued over 

$209!
You only pay 

$180!

G’day Cellaring Six wine club member,
I think it’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas. By the time you read this, you’ll have a 
beautiful wine pack (or two hopefully) in your hands and you’ll be starting to think about 
what goes on the table for Christmas lunch. I love this time of the year, and choosing 
the wines for our table is always one of the highlights of the year for me. It’s a “no holds 
barred” approach at our house. The cellar doors are thrown open and we go all out. This 
usually means kicking off with some great aged rieslings followed by a chardy or two and 
then on to some of our family icons like aged Grampians Shiraz (grown from vineyards 
close to where I grew up). I always love the conversations with my Dad about where this 
bottle came from, why it’s special to us (I can contribute now I have 20 years of cellaring 
under my belt) and what the characteristics are that draw us to it’s charms. We enjoyed 
a bottle of Clonakilla Hilltops from 2009 last year and the wine we have selected for our 
Cellaring Six reminds me a lot of that wine in its youth.

The Gundog Estate Hilltops Shiraz is a beautifully mid-weight wine (perfect if it’s a bit 
warm on Christmas Day) with spice and a lovely lifted temperament. I tasted this at the 
Gundog cellar door earlier in the year and it was a real crowd pleaser. Looks like they are 
sold out now such is its appeal so stash some away, after you try at least one of course, 
and wait for the beauty to unravel over the coming years. One each Christmas for the 
next six years? That’d work.

Lloyd Heinrich
CEO • Runner • Wine lover • Foodie

I hope you enjoy this fantastic wines and as always, I look forward to any feedback you 
may have at ceo@winesociety.com.au.

Best regards,

All wines offered are covered by The Wine Society’s Guarantee of Quality. If after tasting a bottle or two you 
are dissatisfied for any reason, call your friendly Wine Advisor on 1300 723 723 to discuss options for refund or 
replacement. The Wine Society supports the responsible service of alcohol. Liquor Act 2007 – it is an offence to sell 
or supply to or obtain liquor on behalf of a person under the age of 18 years. Savings based on normal sell price. 
Freight cost not included. Please visit www.winesociety.com.au for freight prices or ask your Wine Advisor when you 

order. Lic No. LIQP770010086. 

Prices valid while stocks last. Cellaring potential is a guide only and may change depending on storage conditions. 
Suggested cellaring potential applies from the time of publication. 

Brought to you by



Gundog Estate 
Hilltops Shiraz No.1 2017
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The winery:
A boutique producer of premium Semillon and Shiraz, Gundog 
Estate engages passionate growers, who work tirelessly to 
deliver the best fruit possible. In the winery, the team uses a 
combination of new and old world techniques to deliver the best 
examples of modern Australian styles. 

For their red wines Gundog Estate combines the use of open 
tank fermentation, hand plunging and shorter maturation 
periods in French oak to strike that fine balance between 
fruit flavours and complexity to tell the story of the season and 
region. 

The fruit for this wine was sourced from the Freeman Vineyards 
in the Hilltops region. In the winery, the fruit was cold soaked for 
two days followed by a warm fermentation, which encourages 
natural characters to shine through. Maturation took place over 
12 months in 30% new French oak adding depth and complexity 
to the wine. 

The winemaker:
Matt Burton has been involved in the wine industry for over 16 
years. With a degree in wine science and a graduate diploma 
of business administration, Matt began his career as a trainee 
winemaker in the Hunter Valley. He then travelled overseas 
developing his experience working in wineries in the United 
States and France.

In 2011 Matt stepped out on his own and began Gundog Estate 
with the desire to create modern and innovative wines that 
speak true of the varietal, vintage and region. Under Matt’s 
watchful eye, Gundog has been consistently awarded a five red 
star winery rating from James Halliday’s Wine Companion and 
was recognised as Hunter Valley Rising Star of the Year in 2010. 

Region: 
Hilltops, NSW

Code: 
ITM22292

Winemaker’s note: 
“The 2017 Gundog Estate Hilltops Shiraz No.1 
is a single site release, with fruit sourced from 
the Freeman Vineyards. This site, and region, 
deliver wonderfully generous, yet balanced 
styles of Shiraz usually boasting a backbone of 
dark fruit aromas and flavours, in combination 
with signature cool climate spice, and powerful, 
yet supple tannins. The richness, depth of 
flavour, and impeccable medium-bodied balance 
found in the best examples of Hilltops Shiraz 
is what really drew me to the region. Throw 
in outstanding year-to-year consistency, and 
you start to appreciate why the area is widely 
regarded as one of the country’s most exciting 
wine growing districts. 2017 was a typically 
high-quality season in the Hilltops region; warm 
days, cool nights, and minimal rainfall during 
the critical ripening period. This is arguably 
our highest quality release of Shiraz from the 
Freeman Vineyards - a GOLD medal at the 2018 
Hilltops regional wine show seems like a good 
endorsement!” Matt Burton, Winemaker

Reviews:
“This wine is a brand new release from Gundog 
Estate and the panel and I were thrilled to 
secure it as your cellaring six wine. It wowed us 
in every way imaginable: from the redolent nose, 
laden with black fruits and floral notes, to the 
palate; medium-bodied and beautifully balanced 
with a creamy texture and layers of appealing 
black fruit with top notes of violets and rose. 
The 2016 vintage scored 93-points in the 2019 
Halliday Wine Companion, with a drink-by date 
of 2031, and we believe that the 2017 release is 
set for similar greatness and longevity, if you can 
resist the temptation to open it …” 
Sarah Linhart, Wine Plans Wine Buyer

Cellar: 
Cellar up to 2028

Food match: 
Beef ribs

Alc/Vol: 14.0%

RRP: 
$34.99 per bottle

Key : Number of bottles in pack        Cork         Six Pack         Organic        
To re-order phone 1300 723 723 or visit www.winesociety.com.au
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