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Cellaring
Six

Taste the influence of time with six bottles of a fine red wine specifically chosen 
for its potential to evolve with style. We recommend opening a bottle within the 
first year of receiving your pack and then every year or so after that so you can 

experience the wine evolve over time.  

Code ITM26410 | $180 per six-pack

June 2019

Valued over 

$215!
You only pay 

$180!

All wines offered are covered by The Wine Collective’s Guarantee of Quality. If after tasting a bottle or two you 
are dissatisfied for any reason, call your friendly Wine Advisor on 1300 723 723 to discuss options for refund or 
replacement. The Wine Collective supports the responsible service of alcohol. Liquor Act 2007 – it is an offence 
to sell or supply to or obtain liquor on behalf of a person under the age of 18 years. Savings based on normal 

sell price. Freight cost not included. Please visit www.thewinecollective.com.au for freight prices or ask your Wine 
Advisor when you order. Lic No. LIQP880014817. 

Prices valid while stocks last. Cellaring potential is a guide only and may change depending on storage conditions. 
Suggested cellaring potential applies from the time of publication. 

Brought to you by

Hello Cellaring Six wine club member,

I don’t know about you, but I can’t believe it’s June already and that we’re almost halfway 
through 2019. It feels like only yesterday I was wishing you a Happy New Year!

By now I’m sure you’ve seen that we’ve officially relaunched as The Wine Collective but I 
wanted to reassure you that, while the logo and the website might be new, you can count on 
us to keep providing you with the same great quality wines and discoveries that you’ve come 
to expect from The Wine Society.

Which is why I’m really pleased with the wine I secured for your June Cellaring Six -  
The Pawn Wine Co. Jeu de Fin Shiraz 2018. Tom Keenan is exactly the sort of winemaker  
we pride ourselves on supporting here at The Wine Collective - handmade wines, from a small 
winery making tiny amounts of wine.

I managed to convince Tom to release his super-premium Shiraz to me earlier than usual, as a 
special pre-release offer for our Cellaring Six subscribers. Given that the wine normally spends 
at least another six months in bottle before it is officially launched, he was reluctant, but when 
I told him about how our Cellaring Six programme is designed for wines that need to be laid 
down, he finally relented. 

Although the wine is still super young and taut, I was blown away by the aromatics and
flavours of this wine when I tried it - think blood plums, violets and graphite minerality. It
opened up over several hours and I am so excited to see how it develops over the years as
it is such a beautifully balanced wine with excellent concentration and structure.

I hope you enjoy your June pack. If you have any feedback please don’t hesitate to send me 
an email: wineplans@thewinecollective.com.au 
 
Best regards

Sarah Linhart
Wine Buyer



The Pawn Wine Co. 
Jeu de Fin Shiraz 2018
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The winery:
The Pawn Wine Co. began in 2002 out of necessity, when two mates – 
winemaker Tom Keelan and vigneron David Blows – had their fruit deemed 
‘not good enough’ by a particular nameless, soulless wine monolith. They 
found they had become pawns in the global wine game, doomed to be 
played, moved around, and ultimately sacrificed. So the two rolled up their 
sleeves and decided to show the corporate colossals what can be made from 
fruit grown in their neck of the Hills. 

They set out to make small, hand-selected parcels of wine from alternative 
varieties grown in the Adelaide Hills. They had seen that alternative grape 
varieties were only being used as blending tools by the bigger corporate 
wine companies and that the potential of “old world” wine styles was not 
being allowed to shine.

The first vintage of The Pawn received so many accolades, that it only 
seemed fair to Tom and David to start the crusade and take on the global 
wine giants, stand up for the little guy and rebel against the corporate players 
of the wine industry.

In 2017, Tom and his wife Rebecca Willson, purchased David’s share of The 
Pawn Wine Co. but the partnership continues to flourish as Tom works very 
closely with David and his sons in ensuring that their vineyards produce wines 
that are a bit unconventional yet made in a style that reflects their true origins 
– the ultimate in hand crafted, Adelaide Hills, artisanal wine. 
 
The region:
Estate grown on the gentle undulating slopes of Macclesfield, in the Southern 
end of the beautiful Adelaide Hills, this micro-pocket of the Hills has become 
the mecca for cool climate Shiraz in South Australia. With its maritime climate 
and altitude, this end of the Hills produces Shiraz of great poise, elegance 
and complexity. 
 
The vintage:
Despite extremes in weather during the 2018 growing season, the final 
stages of both flavour development and sugar ripening combined to result in 
wines that reflect the advantages of growing grapes in the Adelaide Hills. 

Bud-burst was late for the 2018 season, however, soil temperatures rose 
steadily, resulting in an even bud-burst. For the second consecutive season, 
the fruit zone was compact and shaded, and it was not until the second week 
of November that the rate of shoot growth returned to normal. Fruit set 
throughout the region was average to above average. A cooler than average 
March enabled ideal night temperatures for colour and flavour development. 
A long slow ripening period resulted in wines that will be remembered for 
their depth of flavour and colour, particularly for red varieties.

The winemaking:
The vineyard for the Jeu de Fin Shiraz is located in Macclesfield within the 
Adelaide Hills. The wine is a field blend of four different clones of Shiraz,  

with each imparting their nuances into the final wine style. There is 
minimal winemaker influence in this wine, ensuring that it truly reflects 
the amazing ironstone soils of the Macclesfield site. The grapes were 
hand-picked before a small proportion of whole bunches and whole 
berries were fermented in smaller 2 tonne vats. One part was wild 
fermented, whilst the other was inoculated with naturally cultured wine 
yeast. Oak maturation was in large format French oak for 14 months.

The winemaker: 
Tom Keenan trained under the guidance of Andrew Wigan at Peter 
Lehmann and David Bruer at Temple Bruer, as well as working in 
various capacities for other wineries such as Longview Vineyards and 
Bremerton Wines before setting up The Pawn Wine Co. 
 
Region: 
Adelaide Hills, SA

Code: 
ITM26410

Winemaker’s note: 
“Normally this wine would have another 6 months bottle maturation 
prior to being released, however, the intensity of fruit on this wine and 
the nature of The Wine Collective’s Cellaring pack programme, has 
meant that an earlier release is possible. The 2018 is intensely aromatic 
with a bouquet of dark berries and black pepper along with spice and 
plums. The palate is long and textured, displaying blackberry and anise 
complementing the spicy backbone of dark cherry and chocolate. A 
hint of savouriness gives the wine an extra layer of complexity with 
good tight acidity and smooth velvety tannins.” Tom Keenan.

Chess Trivia: 
Jeu de fin - or end game, may occur gradually or with the quick 
exchange of a few pairs of pieces. In end game strategies the Pawns 
become more important; with the game often revolving around 
attempting to promote a Pawn by advancing it to the eighth rank.
 
Reviews:
This wine is a special pre-release for Cellaring Six subscribers only.
 
Previous vintages have been highly rated upon official release:
2015 — 95 points James Halliday
2016 — 96 points James Halliday, 1 Gold
2017 — 94 points Wine Orbit, 2 Golds

Allergens:
Contains sulphites
This wine is unfined - suitable for vegans. 

Cellar: 
Cellar up to 2029

Food match: 
Slow braised beef casserole

Alc/Vol:  
14.37%

RRP: 
$36.00 per bottle

SIX

PACK

Key : Number of bottles in pack        Cork         Six Pack         Organic          Vegan
To re-order phone 1300 723 723 or visit www.thewinecollective.com.au


