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Torres Celeste Ribera del Duero Crianza

Famila Torres’ reputation for combining innovation, dynamism and a

commitment to quality has put them, and Catalonia, firmly on the world

map. Today they remain a wholly independent and family-owned

company, which is now run by the 5th generation of the family.

The Celeste is their first Ribero del Duero, moving away from their

Catalan heartlands. Although started back in 2003 the intention has

always been to use the Fompedraza winery as a small artisan label and

the results from this single vineyard Tempranillo have been stunning,

regularly receiving 90+ pts from James Suckling, Wine Spectator.

Torres Celeste Ribera del Duero
Crianza
Vergelegen Reserve Sauvignon Blanc
Altano Douro Branco Reserva
Renato Ratti Dolcetto d'Alba
Colombe
Yalumba Y Series Riesling
Chakana Nuno Vineyard Syrah

T H I S  M O N T H ' S  W I N E S

Torres Winery in the Penedes region close to Barcelona
 

A historic harvest with very low

yields, mostly due to a serious

frost event in late April, but

accentuated by summer drought.

2017 was one of the hottest

years on record, which led to very

early budbreak, maturation, and

harvest. The grapes reached

optimal ripeness and arrived at

the winery in perfect condition.

Very concentrated grapes, both

aromatically and on the palate.

Deeply opaque, dark cherry red,

with garnet highlights. Expressive

aroma of black forest fruit

(blueberry) with delicious, jammy

cherry coming through, and a

characteristic, terroir-imparted

mineral nuance. Velvety and

elegant on the palate, revealing

exquisitely fine, fruit tannins,

good length, and refined aromas

of aging in toasted oak.



Altano Douro Branco Reserva

The Symingtons were one of the first to produce modern
high quality Douro DOC wines back in the '90s, using
exactly the vineyards and indigenous grape varieties that
had always made great Port. 
Pale  straw in colour, with aromas that reveal subtle
suggestions of pineapple and lychee and a hint of
banana. Well integrated wood is just detectable with a
discreet hint of vanilla. In the mouth the wine is balanced
with green apple and soft grapefruit undertones denoting
fine, crisp acidity. A wine that will gain fine complexity
with bottle age.

Vergelegen, Sauvignon Blanc Reserve
2018
 
Founded back in the 1700s Vergelegen is one of South
Africa's iconic estates, receiving over 200 wine awards
since 1999 and able to call up Baron Eric de Rothschild to
open its new winery back in 1992. Their resurgence has also
been heavily linked to an incredible environmental effort:
although the estate clocks in at over 3000 hectares, only
149 are actually taken up with vineyard plantings, the
remainder ringfenced for conservation efforts making it one
of the largest privately held environmental projects in South
Africa.
The grapes are sourced solely from the 2.5 ha
Schaapenberg vineyard. The wine spends 7 months on its
lees after fermentation, making it extremely aromatic with
passion fruit and ripe guava on the nose, with more fleshy
fruit, blackcurrant leaf, and a touch of lemongrass and
minerality on the palate. The aftertaste is long and clean.
Serve with fresh oysters, sushi and lightly spicy Cape Malay
cuisine. 
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Chakana, Nuno Vineyard Syrah

Winemaking at Chakana is based on very little human
intervention and relies on natural yeasts and the minimal
addition of sulphur. It is both a socially and environmentally
responsible wine producer whose commitment to the
environment is endorsed by its Organic, Biodynamic and
Fair for Life certifications.
“Showing the smoothness and sweetness that are often a

feature of Luján de Cuyo reds, this has attractive smoked

meat and blackberry aromas, some pepper spice and well

integrated old oak. An appealing Syrah with good varietal

character. ” Tim Atkin

C O N N O L L Y ' S  W I N E  C L U B  S U B S C R I P T I O N

Fourth Generation of the Symington Family

Vergelegen Vineyard.

Renato Ratti Dolcetto d'Alba Colombe

Renato Ratti was a legend in Barolo and Langhe: he both
wrote the books (a series of histories and guides to Italian
wines with numerous foreign translations); and as an
elected president of the Barolo Consortium and General
Director of the Asti Consortium, quite literally the rules,
(particularly the establishment of DOCG wines). The estate
is now run by his son Pietro continuing to focus on
elegance, subtly, and longevity.
Renato Ratti’s Colombe was first made in 1969 from
vineyards located just outside Piedmont. 
Classic Dolcetto, with fresh cherry and ripe plum on the
nose the palate is kept fresh with acidity and fragrant
tannic notes ending with a pleasantly bitter finish. This is
superb with a huge range of antipasti dishes and soft
cheeses.

Yalumba Clocktower

Yalumba Y Series Riesling

Fiercely independent and very progressive, Yalumba was

founded back in 1847 and is still owned and run by the

Smith family. Very much happy to go their own way they

still run their own cooperage. Frustrated by the options

available they also started their own nursery back in 1975,

now regarded as one of the leading vine nurseries in

Australia and a successful business in it's own right. 

The Y series is a collection of naturally fermented wines

showcasing South Australia's most celebrated wine

regions. Lime green in colour, floral notes of musk and

orange blossom with hints of lemon zest. A wine of

freshness with flavours of grapefruit pith, green apple

and river stone minerality with a lemon sorbet finish.


