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Here at Connolly’s we’re huge fans of Cava, good Cava is one of the world’s most
underrated wines and this is REALLY good Cava from a family-run estate which is
just 12 months short of its hundredth birthday.  
It’s a classic blend of traditional Cava grapes – Xarel-lo, Parellada and Macabeo;
in common with fine fizz from across the globe, it undergoes a secondary
fermentation in the bottle followed by a period of ageing (in this case 15 months
minimum) to add depth and richness and allow the co2 to be more fully
absorbed, creating a delicate “mousse” of tiny bubbles. Typically full-flavoured
with bright fruit flavours and slightly “earthy” notes of ageing this exemplifies
great Cava.

T H I S  M O N T H ' S  W I N E S

Perelada “Stars” Reserva Cava
Peralada Castle, Catalonia, Spain

José Moro, president of Bodegas Emilio Moro

We do hope that you are enjoying having 6 new wines landing on your doorstep each month and would
welcome any feedback that you might have – it would be great to know which wines particularly

appealed together with any that might not have been quite such a hit! Feel free to ping me an email at
chris@connollyswine.co.uk 

Details of this month’s wines are below and we are almost beside ourselves with excitement at putting
together our Christmas offering – if you have any friends who may be interested in joining our growing

band of subscribers there will not be a better time for them to come on board.

Ribera del Duero, 
Finca Resalso, Bodega Emilio Moro
Ribera del Duero saw huge investment through the latter part of the last
century with massive sums thrown at expensively designed wineries, awash
with stainless steel and new oak. Many of these went on to produce eye-
wateringly pricey wines, polished and manicured to within an inch of their
lives but with all the soul and character of a slug. When the crash came in
2008 up went the sale boards and a bunch of Armani besuited investors
went off to lick their wounds.
Throughout all of this, long-established, family wineries such as Emilio Moro
had been continuing to go about their business, producing classic,
expressive, old-vine Tinto Fino (Tempranillo). This juicy, dark-fruited offering
has spent just 4 months in oak to add character and dimension and is
joyously approachable and appealing.
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Santa Macarena Pinot Noir

Between the mountains and the sea, Espinos y Cardos looks to
craft subtle, pure expressions of classic international varieties. 
Focused on vineyards in Casablanca and Curico, Los Espinos
combines cutting edge winemaking with regional typicity to provide
a range that is at the beating heart of the country. Santa
Macarena is a testament to the individuality and intrigue that so
many Chilean wine drinkers are yet to discover. Amazing fruit,
grown in the Leyda region 5km from the ocean, so close you can
smell it, crafted into a unique expression of the enigmatic Pinot Noir
that clearly demonstrates the real quality that lives in this land. 

Chanzy, Hautes Cotes de Beaune Blanc

In 2017 Philippe Der Megreditchian purchased this historic Estate and set
about a radical overhaul. Appointing Max Blondelle as winemaker, (ex.
Winemaker of Domine Chanson) together they reshaped the range into a
tighter offering, adding vineyards in Côte Chalonnaise and Côte de
Beaune due to their purchase of Domaine Pagnotta. Consequently, this
means that all of Chanzy’s wines are made with at least 90% Estate-
grown fruit, practically unheard of for a Burgundian producer of this size.
Chanzy owns 5 Clos including 2 Monopoles, 11 Grands Crus and 16
Premiers Crus. They are one of the few Burgundy producers to achieve
Haute Valeur Environnementale level 3; the most highly regarded
certification for agriculture in France. Their farming regime demands a
holistic outlook that goes beyond organics: ensuring biodiversity, reusable
energy and reduced water usage. The vineyards are in conversion to
organics and will be certified from 2024 vintage onwards.
Hautes Cotes de Beaune is a relatively minor Burgundy appellation, the
vineyards being on the western side of the Cote de Beaune, towards the
top of the escarpment. In recent years, as prices from the top
appellations have headed into the stratosphere, a number of growers
have looked to some of these less fashionable corners to see what could
be achieved through applying the same level of care and commitment as
that given to their better sited vines. Whilst this will never be confused
with Meursault or Montrachet it is seriously good White Burgundy from a
great vintage, elegant, balanced and with a gorgeous sense of purity. 
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Rodrigo Balbontìn (Director), Ingrid Rojas (Winemaker) , Marta Juega Rivera (Winemaker &
Sustainability Mgr) from Santa Macarena.

Chateau Isabeau De Naujan Gironde in Saint-Vincent-de-Pertignas, France

Chateau Naujan Lapeyrere, 2015

Bordeaux with some age is a wonderful thing and this 2015 is drinking
perfectly now. Aged in French oak for 12 months, only 10% of which is
new, enhances the fruit and adds finely knit layers to the wine. Vineyards
are located in the Entre-deux-Mers, near Saint-Émilion, where the clay,
limestone and gravel soils produce a fine, delicate, elegant wine, with a
lovely aromatic complexity.

Vina Cobos Vineyard Mendoza, Argentina.

Vina Cobos, Felino Chardonnay

In 1989, Paul Hobbs visited Mendoza for the first time. Driving over
the Andes from Chile with his longstanding friend Jorge Catena,
brother of the famous Nicolas Catena, he fell in love with the place,
the people, but also with the potential to make great wine. 
He began experimenting with wild fermented Chardonnay and then
with the variety that would become Argentina's calling card -
Malbec. His first 10 barrel vintage of Malbec persuaded the
American press of the potential of this grape. Paul established his
own winery, Viña Cobos, in 1999 and 20 years later, Paul continues
to makes wines that are authentic expressions of the terroir from
which they come. In an exploration of the different terroirs across
Mendoza Paul looks for the most distinguished regions in Luján de
Cuyo and Valle de Uco to produce wines that uniquely express
their origins. The winery’s elegant and balanced wines are a result
of meticulous vineyard farming and utmost respect for terroir. 
This elegant, rounded Chardonnay is full of crisp, bright, green fruit
flavours underpinned with some light oak ageing to add a
smattering of toasty, buttery notes.


