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W I N E  C L U B  S U B S C R I P T I O N
May 2022 Red Case

Fabulous, well-mannered Barbera - a perfect fresh juicy red

which over-delivers on everything from seductive spicy notes to a

charming chocolate and cherry combination. Barrique ageing

adds some weight and definition but ultimately this is about the

quality of the fruit, sourced from 6 hectares of vines on the Il

Cascinone estate.

T H I S  M O N T H ' S  W I N E S

The steep vineyards of Il Cascinone.

A picturesque view from the vineyards of Vina San Esteban, home of In Situ.

Barely has the dust settled on the Spring Classics than the first of this year’s Grand Tours rears its head as Hungary hosts its

first ever Grand Tour stages and the Giro d’Italia kicks off in Budapest. “Wouldn’t it be wonderful,” I thought as I put this

month’s array of delicacies together, “to include a half litre of the most divine Tokaji to grace my lips, such that our

fabulous subscribers can sip this 2006 nectar as they follow the peloton around the streets of Budapest and the shores of

Lake Balaton.” And then I remembered the £66.50 per bottle price ticket and thought better of it but please don’t let that

stop you dropping by one of the stores to make a separate purchase, it is a wine of almost jaw-dropping beauty.

Anyway, on to May’s array of vinous treasures…………

 

 

In Situ, Signature Blend,
Syrah/Mourvedre/Viognier 2018

High altitude red from Chile’s beautiful Aconcagua Valley. Just 1,100

cases bottled, this is a regular award winner coupling ripe,

blueberry notes with deep earthy flavours. Aged for 12 months in

225l barriques to add hints of sweet vanilla, this is beautifully

balanced with a touch of acidity on the finish.

La Crocera, Barbera d’Asti 2019



La Báscula is a really interesting project. In essence, Ed
Adams MW and South African winemaker Bruce Jack have
teamed up in Spain to produce a range of wines marrying
traditional, indigenous Spanish varieties with modern
winemaking. Their philosophy is to focus on small volumes and
really high quality as this exemplifies – a fruit forward,
traditional blend of Tempranillo, Garnacha and Graciano
lifted by 9 months in French and American oak.

May 2022 Red Case

C O N N O L L Y ' S  W I N E  C L U B  S U B S C R I P T I O N

Harvest time  in the Rhone.

Ed Adams MW and South African winemaker Bruce Jack.

Domaine des Tourelles was founded in 1868 by French
adventurer François-Eugène Brun and is one of the most
highly acclaimed and oldest wineries still operating in
Lebanon. It was also the first commercial cellar in 'modern'
Lebanon to produce wines, arak and other spirits. This
place has history! The Brun family owned and ran the winery
up until the last descendant died in 2003 but luckily two
local families - the Issa and Issa el-Khoury families - joined
forces to buy the property and continue the fine tradition of
winemaking.

Winemaker Faouzi Issa decided to revive single varietal
Cinsault thanks to the quality of fruit from a 60-year-old
vineyard located in Western Bekaa. Indigenous yeast
fermentation followed by ageing for 1 year in concrete and
a further 6 months in used French oak barrels ensures the
ripe, exotic fruit retains purity with a softening of the
tannins. The result is a supple wine which reflects the terroir
of the Bekaa Valley, with an exotic mix of ripe fig, bright
red cherry and plum fruit with star anise spice. The first
vintage was released to great acclaim becoming Jancis
Robinson’s first ever Lebanese wine of the week.

Mind maps interpreted in a wine label.

Casa Benasal EleDomaine des Tourelles,
Vielles Vignes Cinsault 2019

If you ever get the chance, call into the village of Seguret in

the southern Rhone. Since the 1950s the villagers have set

about a restoration project which recalls things as they were

500+ years ago (complete with modern amenities). Definitely

worth a visit.

This is an impressive, classic Séguret - about as good as

Côtes du Rhône Villages gets! The nose is as explosive, plush

and opulent as ever, layered with suggestions of exotic

spices, cracked black pepper and streaked with vanilla. The

palate is instantly appealing, polished and smooth on entry

but steeped in depth and texture as the flavours swirl

around, lengthen and delight. The lasting impression is

satisfying - a big and opulent Grenache-driven wine with

obvious oak quality, great structure, length and finish.

Seguret, Coteaux Schisteaux 2019

La Bascula “The Charge” Rioja 2019

Smalltown Vineyards, The Songlines Garnacha 2019
Boldly flavoured Grenache from Gomersal in the Barossa. Bursting with

pure fruit, this sees no oak but bathes the palate in cranberry,

pomegranate and raspberry flavours.

The idea behind the label is as follows:

“The ancient peoples of Australia navigated the vast emptiness of the

continent using mind maps; instructions remembered in song and

passed down the generations. A kind of pre-GPS TomTom. This enticing

wine celebrates this near-lost tradition and the Barossa’s well-trodden

red earth in its deep, warbling fruit, a very song of the soil.”

It’s an interesting concept but frankly, the only songline in my head

currently belongs to Jimmy Somerville and Bronksi Beat.


