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Given the parlous state of the Kiwi Sauvignon Blanc market, I am

delighted to include this top end white from Nelson; generously

fruity with notes of passionfruit and gooseberry balanced by a

crisp, vibrant acidity it is great with seafood and absolutely

perfect with goat’s cheese.

T H I S  M O N T H ' S  W I N E S

Aotea, Sauvignon Blanc, 
Seifried Family Wines 2020

Christopher, Heidi and Hermann Seifried Pietro Alanga President of Pellegrino

As I write, I’m looking out over a bright, sunny Birmingham and can’t help thinking that Spring is definitely on its way, something which

we have reflected in our March offering. I do hope that you enjoyed last month’s case – as ever, any feedback you might have would be

much appreciated, particularly when it takes the form of repeat orders for some of the wines involved! With this in mind, should you wish

to re-stock with any of the wines from this or from previous months, we are happy to offer a 10% discount on the understanding that we

can deliver in tandem with the subsequent month’s case. 

I’d also like to extend a warm welcome to all our new subscribers – February has seen our biggest growth in new subscribers in a single

month so many thanks to you all. Just to let you know that referrals to friends or family who take out a subscription will be suitably

rewarded with a token of our appreciation.

Pellegrino Gibele Bianco 2020

“Really interesting aromatic Sicilian white from the local Zibbibo

grape; the warm climate ensures plenty of ripeness and intensity

yet it is deliciously crisp with a zippy, dry finish. This is great with

spicy Asian dishes, shellfish or vegetarian fare.



“It’s Muscadet Jim, but not as we know it.”
No, it’s not a typo, it really is 2014 Muscadet and is drinking
quite beautifully. The village of Le Pallet is one of only 3
villages in this huge appellation to be granted “cru” status
and 15 of the village’s leading growers have collaborated to
produce a Muscadet of real depth and complexity. Aged on
its lees for an extended period and also afforded modest
oak ageing, this has a notable creamy character to it
balanced by the zippy acidity that traditionally characterises
the region’s wines.

Neuburger Exempel, Gsellmann 2016

We all really love this full flavoured white from a variety
more commonly used for sweeter wines but it’s fair to say
that the stampede of customers demanding dry, “orange”
Neuburger has never really materialised. Andi Gsellmann
has given this a week or so of skin contact to add some
grip and dimension and, whilst it definitely falls into the
“funky” category it’s fabulously food friendly, particularly in
the company of white meats.
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C O N N O L L Y ' S  W I N E  C L U B  S U B S C R I P T I O N

Pallet winemakers fill the barrel before burying it

Back in August, wine writer Joanna Simon heralded this
exemplary Pinot Grigio as her “Wine of the Week.” I’m not sure
that I can surpass her well-informed prose so make no apology
for including it here:
Key to this wonderfully expressive Pinot Grigio are steeply
sloping, sunny south/southeast facing vineyards lying at a lofty
550–600m, deep glacial soils and low yields from vines aged 15
to 30 years old. And key to the selection of these particular,
extreme sites and soils is the PICA proprietary software owned
by the CAVIT co-operative group in the Alpine Trentino region. 
It may sound unromantic but it's impossible to overstate the
importance of the PICA project. In the last ten-plus years, it has
charted and mapped more than 60% of Trentino, identifying and
monitoring the terrain, soil by soil, vineyard by tiny vineyard. It
has not only led to significant improvements in the quality of
existing wines and to the creation of new benchmarks such as
Rulendis, it protects and sustains the environment – and the work
is ongoing.
Rulendis comes from the foot of the Brenta Dolomites, north of
Lake Garda, where Pinot Grigio ripens around three weeks later
than elsewhere in the sunny but cool summers. The aromas and
flavours in the 2019 are intense, precise and persistent – lime
and lemon with a touch of apricot, a deep, mineral core and
long, firm, salty citrus acidity. It's bone-dry, powerful and
complex and yet there's a mountain airiness and energy to it. 

Andreas Gsellmann Winemaker

Nicolas Potel is one of my oldest friends in Burgundy whom
we have been working with since he was alongside his late
father at Domaine de la Pousse d’Or in the early 1990’s.
Kicked out of Pousse d’Or within weeks of his father’s
premature death in 1997, his career has charted an uncertain
path but he has always retained his reputation as a
winemaker of integrity and class. This entry level Bourgogne
Blanc from the fabulous 2019 vintage arrived just before
Christmas and provides the perfect introduction to Nicolas’
range.

Bourgogne Chardonnay, 

Maison Roche de Bellene 2019

Muscadet de Sevre et Maine,“Jubilation”
2014

Rulendis Pinot Grigio, 2019


