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Given the parlous state of the Kiwi Sauvignon Blanc market, I am

delighted to include this top end white from Nelson; generously

fruity with notes of passionfruit and gooseberry balanced by a

crisp, vibrant acidity it is great with seafood and absolutely

perfect with goat’s cheese.

T H I S  M O N T H ' S  W I N E S

Aotea, Sauvignon Blanc, 
Seifried Family Wines 2020

Christopher, Heidi and Hermann Seifried Pietro Alanga President of Pellegrino

As I write, I’m looking out over a bright, sunny Birmingham and can’t help thinking that Spring is definitely on its way, something which

we have reflected in our March offering. I do hope that you enjoyed last month’s case – as ever, any feedback you might have would be

much appreciated, particularly when it takes the form of repeat orders for some of the wines involved! With this in mind, should you wish

to re-stock with any of the wines from this or from previous months, we are happy to offer a 10% discount on the understanding that we

can deliver in tandem with the subsequent month’s case. 

I’d also like to extend a warm welcome to all our new subscribers – February has seen our biggest growth in new subscribers in a single

month so many thanks to you all. Just to let you know that referrals to friends or family who take out a subscription will be suitably

rewarded with a token of our appreciation.

Pellegrino Gibele Bianco 2020

“Really interesting aromatic Sicilian white from the local Zibbibo

grape; the warm climate ensures plenty of ripeness and intensity

yet it is deliciously crisp with a zippy, dry finish. This is great with

spicy Asian dishes, shellfish or vegetarian fare.



Prazo de Roriz, Prats & Symington 2017

The Symington family’s story has, for over 130 years, been
inextricably linked to the Douro Valley whence their stable of
Port Houses – Graham, Warre, Dow, Smith Woodhouse and
more – have produced some of the greatest fortified wines
in the world. In 1999 they teamed up with Bruno Prats,
formerly of Chateau Cos d’Estournel, who has brought
decades of Bordeaux experience to bear in this exciting
joint venture. Prazo de Roriz is a blend of traditional Port
varieties – Touriga Franca, Touriga Nacional and Tinta Roriz,
blended with an assortment of other indigenous grapes. Full
flavoured with distinctive red fruit characteristics, this is
already drinking well and would work brilliantly for optimists
planning “early season” barbecues.

Vasse Felix, Filius Cabernet Sauvignon 2019

Established in 1967, Vasse Felix is one of Margaret River’s pioneer
wineries, harvesting their first vintage in 1971. Since those early days
their reputation has continued to spread and they are widely
considered to rank amongst Western Australia’s finest. This “son” of
Vasse Felix Cabernet is a real star – awarded 95 points by James
Halliday and included amongst his Top 100 wines of 2021.
“It all hangs together perfectly, from its light crimson hue to its ultra-
fragrant bouquet and juicy red and black currant palate. Even better
is the structure revealed on the finish and aftertaste: tannins wrought
with the precision of a Swiss watchmaker.”
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Harvest at Quinta de Roriz

 Castello di Brolio (Brolio Castle)

Founded in 1141, Ricasoli, unsurprisingly, claims to be the oldest winery
in the world and is still run by its founding family. Operating out of the
magnificent Castello di Brolio, the family is also the biggest vineyard
owner in Chianti, its 240 hectares of vines included in a landholding of
some 1,200 hectares overall. Far from resting on their laurels they have
recently completely renovated their vineyards, mapping them, and
replanting where appropriate as they combine 21st century
winemaking philosophy with centuries old tradition.
Brolio has an intense ruby red colour and a fragrant bouquet with
scents of small red fruit, vanilla and spicy notes with an appealing
harmonious taste with balanced tannins.

Virginia Willcock of Vasse Felix

Nicolas Potel is one of my oldest friends in Burgundy whom
we have been working with since he was alongside his late
father at Domaine de la Pousse d’Or in the early 1990’s.
Kicked out of Pousse d’Or within weeks of his father’s
premature death in 1997, his career has charted an uncertain
path but he has always retained his reputation as a
winemaker of integrity and class. This entry level Bourgogne
Blanc from the fabulous 2019 vintage arrived just before
Christmas and provides the perfect introduction to Nicolas’
range.

Bourgogne Chardonnay, 

Maison Roche de Bellene 2019

Ricasoli Brolio Chianti Classico 2019


