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Cissac is probably one of the most highly regarded of cru

Bourgeois properties and consistently out-performs its peers.

From the outstanding 2018 vintage, this will happily keep for 10+

years but should you lack that degree of patience you certainly

won’t be disappointed. Quite full and fleshy with an abundance

of fresh blackcurrant and red fruit flavours this is classic Claret.

T H I S  M O N T H ' S  W I N E S

Chateau Cissac, Haut Medoc 2018

Marie Vialard, general manager and Laurent Saint Pasteur, winemaker

Pallet winemakers fill the barrel before burying it

Ooh, have we got a treat for you this month!!

It probably won’t come as the greatest surprise that from time to time we misjudge things slightly. We arrive at a tasting full of disciplined intent, only

to be seduced by some really outstanding wines and then, having made merry with the order book, we find ourselves a few months later in the position

of an 8 year old sighing at the mountain of food still piled high on his plate and deeply regretting his over-enthusiasm in the face of an “all you can

eat” buffet. 

So having slightly over-cooked one or two things over the past 12 months, we have put together a February subscription case of significantly higher

value than is the norm but comprising wines whose sales have not quite matched our forecasts. We could just leave them to trickle out but reasoned

that it might be more fun to treat our loyal subscribers with something a bit special.

Anyway, enough of this nonsense, what’s in the box this month?

Muscadet de Sevre et Maine,“Jubilation” 2014

“It’s Muscadet Jim, but not as we know it.”

No, it’s not a typo, it really is 2014 Muscadet and is drinking quite

beautifully. The village of Le Pallet is one of only 3 villages in this

huge appellation to be granted “cru” status and 15 of the village’s

leading growers have collaborated to produce a Muscadet of real

depth and complexity. Aged on its lees for an extended period and

also afforded modest oak ageing, this has a notable creamy

character to it balanced by the zippy acidity that traditionally

characterises the region’s wines.



La Vierge, The Affair 2019

The month of St Valentine may not be entirely appropriate
for this but in spite of its highly questionable labelling,
ultimately this is a really impressive Pinot from the southern
end of the Western Cape. I have repeatedly suggested to
the marketing team at La Vierge that the wines themselves
are worth so much more than their branding would suggest
but in common with my wife and children, they steadfastly
ignore me. Anyway, suffice to say that this is full flavoured
and generous, packed with Pinot character and seductive
red fruit flavours (guilty as charged m’lud.)

Raidis Estate, Cheeky Pinot Gris 2018

Oh my days, I tasted this the other night (purely in the interests of
quality control you understand) and it is truly divine. Four days of skin
contact have lent a blush, onion skin tone whilst also adding depth
and just the merest hint of tannic edge. Bone dry yet with a real
richness of fruit this is disarmingly food friendly and is near perfect as
we venture into Spring.
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C O N N O L L Y ' S  W I N E  C L U B  S U B S C R I P T I O N

Christo Kotze winemaker at La Vierge

Andreas Gsellmann Winemaker

We all really love this full flavoured white from a variety more
commonly used for sweeter wines but it’s fair to say that the stampede
of customers demanding dry, “orange” Neuburger has never really
materialised. Andi Gsellmann has given this a week or so of skin
contact to add some grip and dimension and, whilst it definitely falls
into the “funky” category it’s fabulously food friendly, particularly in the
company of white meats.

Steven Raidis and Emma Raidis of Raïdis Estate

In the scale of lifetime achievements, I’m not sure that
“introducing Transylvania’s only natural winery to a UK
audience” stands comparison with discovering penicillin or
climbing Everest but towards the end of a whistle-stop visit to
Romania in 2018, we fell upon the outstanding wines of
Nachbil which shone, like beacons in the wilderness, after a
plethora of dull, over-ripe and clumsy alternatives from more
traditional wineries. This Syrah just oozes class and has a
purity about it which really radiates through. 

Syrah, Nachbil  2016

Neuburger Exempel, Gsellmann 2016


