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The village of Turckheim’s wine co-operative is widely regarded as one

of the country’s finest as this elegant, Pinot Noir based cremant bears

out. I’m a massive fan of cremant which has never really enjoyed its time

in the spotlight and has consistently played second fiddle to sparkling

wines from a somewhat more glamourous postcode. There’s nothing

second rate about this though, produced in the “traditional” method

(secondary fermentation in the bottle) and matured for 18 months on its

lees in the cellars in Alsace it has a lovely “strawberries and cream”

character on the nose, coupled with a gentle mousse and a clean, dry

finish.

T H I S  M O N T H ' S  W I N E S

Mayerling Cremant d’Alsace Rose
Jean louis attending to the vines at Turckheim vineyard in Alsace

Working Horses at Waterkloof

Now sit down at the back and control your excitement. Yes, I know it’s nearly Christmas and Santa has been

uncharacteristically premature in despatching Connolly’s latest box of vinous delights but serenading the dog

with “I’m dreaming of a wine Christmas” may be taking things a bit far – there again, when you check out what

we’ve got lined up for you...

Thank you so much for subscribing and for your support. We’d like to wish you and your loved ones a happy and

peaceful Christmas and look forward to being of continued service in 2022. As ever, if you are enjoying your

monthly deliveries, please do spread the word - we are looking forward to broadening the scope of our

subscription cases in 2022.

Circle of Life White
From one of the world’s most spectacularly sited vineyards, this

biodynamically produced blend of Chenin Blanc, Sauvignon Blanc

and Semillon is bright and expressive with a refreshing,

mouthwatering acidity and a long, multi-layered finish. The estate

was bought by Stockport-born Paul Boutinot in 2004, since when it

has been transformed into a model of sustainability; half the estate

is planted to vines whilst the other is given over to preserving local

fauna and flora. Horses have taken the place of tractors in the

vineyards, Christiaan Loots, the viticulturist and vineyard manager

creates his own natural fertilisers and, with so much biodiversity,

pesticides are made redundant, replaced by natural predators.

Needless to say, everything is recycled to the extent of having one

of the world’s largest composting toilets. 



Krohn Colheita 2005
 

I’m a big fan of Colheita Ports which are effectively, old tawnies

from a single vintage. In contrast to vintage Ports, these are aged

in cask for an extended period of time, losing a little sweetness and

colour but gaining some lovely dried fruit and nutty notes. 

2005 was characterized by a slower growing season and less

vigour resulting in smaller but still perfectly ripe berries so

producing some concentrated, delicious Ports. This has appealing

dried vine fruits on the nose, flavours of butterscotch and toasted

hazelnuts on the palate with a touch of warm cinnamon spice.

Lovely balance with complex, nuanced flavours and a long, rich

finish - a classic single vintage tawny.

Cabriola by Borsao

From Campo de Borja, just to the south of Rioja, this is from Bodegas
Borsao, described by American wine guru Robert Parker as “one of the
world’s greatest value-priced wineries.” A blend of Garnacha and Syrah
with a splash of Mazuelo it’s fair to say that this is not for the faint-
hearted. 15.5% abv, 10 months ageing in barriques, this is deeply
coloured, full flavoured and, frankly, what cold winter nights were made
for. Think hearty casseroles or roast or grilled meats.
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Wiese & Krohn’s estate Quinta do Retiro Novo is located in Sarzedinho

the Giacomo Montresor Cellars

Montresor Valpolicella Ripasso “Capital della Crosara”

Montresor Valpolicella Ripasso "Capital della Crosara" Cantine Giacomo
Montresor's "Capital della Crosara" vineyard lies in the heart of Valpolicella
and within the Classico zone, widely regarded as yielding the very finest
wines. A classic Valpolicella blend of Corvina, Rondinella and Molinara
refermented on the skins of the dried Amarone grapes to add textural richness
and concentration together with typical "bitter-sweet" notes this has a really
gorgeous balance with some fresh acidity on the finish.

Bodega Borsao- barrel room with Jose Luis

Back in August, wine writer Joanna Simon heralded this exemplary Pinot

Grigio as her “Wine of the Week.” I’m not sure that I can surpass her well-

informed prose so make no apology for including it here:

Key to this wonderfully expressive Pinot Grigio are steeply sloping, sunny

south/southeast facing vineyards lying at a lofty 550–600m, deep glacial

soils and low yields from vines aged 15 to 30 years old. And key to the

selection of these particular, extreme sites and soils is the PICA proprietary

software owned by the CAVIT co-operative group in the Alpine Trentino

region. 

It may sound unromantic but it's impossible to overstate the importance of

the PICA project. In the last ten-plus years, it has charted and mapped

more than 60% of Trentino, identifying and monitoring the terrain, soil by

soil, vineyard by tiny vineyard. It has not only led to significant improvements

in the quality of existing wines and to the creation of new benchmarks such

as Rulendis, it protects and sustains the environment – and the work is

ongoing.

Rulendis comes from the foot of the Brenta Dolomites, north of Lake Garda,

where Pinot Grigio ripens around three weeks later than elsewhere in the

sunny but cool summers. The aromas and flavours in the 2019 are intense,

precise and persistent – lime and lemon with a touch of apricot, a deep,

mineral core and long, firm, salty citrus acidity. It's bone-dry, powerful and

complex and yet there's a mountain airiness and energy to it. 

Rulendis Pinot Grigio


