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Gardening 
with Roses
In the city of Spokane, Washington, we grow thousands 
of roses for mail-order and for purchase at our full-
service nursery, Northland Rosarium. We have a 
two-acre, English-themed garden that contains more 
than 2,000 roses, many trees, perennials, shrubs and 
complementary plant material to our abundant rose 
beds. We have numerous greenhouses for growing 
and shopping, our seminar studio where we offer free 
classes and our local rose society holds the annual 
Spokane Rose Show every June.

We have been growing and selling roses since 2002 
and own-root roses for cold climates is our niche. In 
our cold zone 5 climate, grafted roses do not always 
survive the long winters. Leaving the graft above 
ground when the rose is planted, leaves the plant 
vulnerable to the freezing temperatures and often 
times the rootstock rose is all that is left in the spring. 
We have found own-root roses to do well in our zone 
and display garden and many happy customers are 
proof of that.

Why Grow Own-Root Roses
What does growing own-root mean? Own-root plants 
are growing on their own roots rather than using or 
grafting the roots of another variety. So why grow 
own root? There are arguments for both grafted and 
own-root plants. Grafting can produce a larger plant 
the first year which makes every gardener happy, and 
there are some varieties of roses that do not have a 
great amount of vigor and do better on vigorous root 
stock which make them great candidates for grafting. 
Many rose growers in warmer climates do not face the 
challenges we have in cold climates. Own-root plants 
are known to grow at the same rate, catch up and 
sometimes surpass the grafted bush the second or 
third year. Grafted plants must have their bud-union 
protected in the winter, while own-root plants do not 
need protection. Own-root do not have suckers or 
possible transplant rejection. Many roses do very well 
on their own-roots and we are always testing new roses 
to see if they are good candidates for growing on their 
own roots.
 

Guest Contributing Editor, Carol Newcomb, Northland 
Rosarium
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Advantages of Own-Root Roses
•	 No graft to protect;
•	 Winter-hardiness;
•	 Propagated locally in Zone 4 and 5 to promote 

survival in colder climates;
•	 No suckering;
•	 Longer-living;
•	 Virus free;
•	 Truer to form well-shaped bushes with more 

bloom starts small then will equal/often surpass 
budded roses by their second or third year.

Growing Roses In Cold Winter Conditions
We grow roses on a cold, windy zone 5 prairie near 
Spokane, Washington. Within a few miles we have 
zones 4 and 6, so we deal with a wide range of 
temperatures and conditions just like many micro-
climates in the world. We experiment and grow 
thousands of roses in our test and display garden 
to evaluate roses for our customers. We propagate 
and grow our roses in greenhouses during the 
winter months which are then ready to mail order 
to customers in the spring. We grow in a six-inch 
container that holds about a quart of roots and soil 
and gets the plant off to a fine start. Most of our 
display garden has been planted with roses from our 
greenhouses and we continue to be enthralled by 
how quickly they pop up and start to bloom. We are 
convinced by our own experience that roses live longer 
and are hardier on their own roots.

In 2016 we had an especially difficult winter and 
many of our roses had black canes all the way to the 
ground. Since we had experienced this before in our 
16 years at the garden, we didn’t panic but gave 
the ground time to warm up and the roses a chance 
to come back up from their own roots. Many of our 
Canadian shrubs and climbers suffer no winter dieback 
at all. Often the most affected roses are the hybrid 
teas and floribundas.

In our annual pruning seminars that year, we didn’t 
have much to work with, as seen in the picture on the 
top of page 29. All the roses in our Griffith Buck beds 
had to be cut to the ground in early April. However, by 
June (bottom, pages 28-29), the roses bounced back 
and by the end of the season were looking beautiful 
and abundantly in bloom (either side of these pages).  

Winter Care For Own-Root Roses
One of the most important aspects of caring for roses 
that must survive difficult winter conditions is the 
autumnal care. It is very important to be sure your The Griffith Buck beds in August.
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roses are well hydrated before cold weather sets in. In our area, gardeners are often worried about freezing weather 
damaging irrigation systems. I have observed people blowing out their irrigation systems as early as September 
and October. This is problematic If we have a warm autumn because the roses may be several weeks without 
significant watering. When the cold weather comes the roses are dehydrated which can greatly affect their ability 
to handle the fluctuating cold temperatures. Be sure your roses are well watered right up to the time that freezing 
temperatures begin. In our garden, we are often watering in 40-degree temperatures to ensure the roses are well 

hydrated and the soil is damp before 
freezing weather occurs.

We do not cover our roses. We have 
too many plants to take on that 
challenge and from our experience 
it’s not necessary. I often tell fellow 
gardeners if they have only a few 
roses and have the time and energy 
to mound up soil around the base or 
use compost or bark to protect the 
crown, it can be a good idea and may 
save green canes for regrowth in the 
spring. Straw, hay or leaves are not 
recommended.

Be patient in the spring. Gardeners 
here in Spokane come to us in early 
spring upset their roses have died 
because the canes are black. We 
advise to prune the black canes to 
the ground and be patient to give 
the roses time come back. Soon 
the canes will grow from the base. 
Gardeners often report to us how 
surprised they have been at the vigor 
of the rose as it begins to regrow.
 
Key To Growing Roses Successfully 
In Cold Climates
One of the key elements to growing 
roses successfully in cold climates is 

‘Chihuly’ Rose

The Griffith Buck beds in August.
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to choose your roses wisely. Check with local Masters Gardeners 
or local Extension Office to find out what zone you live in. Then 
choose roses that are recommended for your area. Ask your 
neighbors what is growing well for them and with which varieties 
they have success. Visit your local park and rose garden growing 
in your city. Visit several times a year to observe what the roses 
are doing in these spaces. There are countless online resources 
and forums to ask questions of gardeners around the world in 
similar growing conditions. Be brave to experiment in your own 
garden which can be rewarding and fun. 

A few varieties that do well on their own roots: ‘Beverly’, ‘Fiji’, 
‘Dick Clark’, ‘Michelangelo’, ‘Emily Carr’, ‘American Legacy’, 
‘Grandma’s Blessing’, ‘Day Breaker’, ‘Francis Meilland’, 
‘Outta The Blue’, ‘Cape Diamond’, ‘Lava Flow’, ‘John Davis’, 
‘Quietness’, ‘South Africa’ and many more varieties.

Visit The Nursery
We invite you to visit the nursery, 
attend one of our special events and 
see our own-root roses in action! 
The rose our nursery is most known 
for is a two-story, 25-year old Rosa 
Glauca growing in the back of the 
garden. She is lovely in mid-spring.

We are open seasonally, April to 
September, Monday to Saturday 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.. If you have a special 
event please let us know. We do 
garden tours, provide space for 
garden club meetings, and classes 
and seminars throughout the 
season. We look forward to seeing 
old friends and meeting new ones.

All photos courtesy Northland Rosarium

Pruning class in early April, all roses cut to ground. 

Same bed just a few weeks later in May.


