
Tools:
- POT
For repotting, you can use approximately the same size 
pot; for potting up, you’ll need a pot 1-2” larger if your 
original pot is 12” or smaller, and 3-4” larger if your pot 
is 12”+ 

- POTTING MIX
Use a high quality, well draining potting mix. Avoid 
using soil, as it can contain insects, disease, spores, 
etc, and compacts significantly when potted, impeding 
plant growth

- DIGGING TOOL
A spoon, trowel, butter knife, chopstick, or just 
fingers all work great!

- MIXING BOWL FOR POTTING MIX
- WATER
- SCISSORS AND KNIFE
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Steps:
1. WATER YOUR PLANT
Water the plant you’re potting 1-2 days prior to loosen the roots and 
make it easier to handle
2. PREP POTTING MIX
In your mixing bowl, add water to your potting mix until all of it is just 
moist—allow excess water to drain if you’ve added too much
3. PREP POT
Place a layer of the moist potting mix in the new pot to the desired 
level so it’s ready for the plant
4. REMOVE PLANT FROM ORIGINAL POT
Loosen the plant gently using a knife or other tool, or squeeze the 
pot if it’s plastic. Turn the plant upside down (gravity is your friend!) 
and hold the stem gently as you slowly shake it loose from its pot

5. PREP PLANT FOR ITS NEW HOME
Gently knock off about 1/3 of the potting mix and loosen the roots. If 
it’s significantly root bound, you can slice off the base and/or sides
6. TIME TO PLANT!
Place the plant in the prepared pot and add any needed potting mix 
to the sides. Tamp the mix down, being careful not to compact it too 
much—your baby wants to breathe! 

7. WATER AND LET DRAIN
Water slowly and gently from above with tepid water 

Notes:

Tips:
Let newly purchased plants adjust to their new home for a few weeks before repotting unless they’re severely 
rootbound. Always use a pot with a drainage hole—it’s just not worth the headache trying to water perfectly when 
it can’t drain, and why make your life harder? Terracotta pots are water permeable; soak them well before repotting 
so they don’t pull the water from the potting mix while the plant is acclimating and still in shock. 


