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10 TIPS ON BUYING CLASSIC CARS

Looking to drop some money on a sweet '68 Mustang that somebody's selling on 
Craigslist? It might be a bargain, or it could turn out to be a huge waste of cash. 
Unless you know what you're doing, there's just no way to tell.

1. RUST? RUN
The easiest way to avoid problems is to look out for rust. Rust is a killer. You can 
replace panels, but once you start with a rusty car, it's always a rusty car. It will 
never be factory-original again. If you see a bubble or two on a quarter panel that 
not the end of the world, but when you can see through the trunk and floors and 
the sides are all eaten up, there comes a point when your money is better spent 
finding a nicer car.

2. CHECK THE NUMBERS
Looks for "numbers-matching" cars: That is, cars where the engine, transmission, 
and rear axle all link up to the vehicle's VIN number. How do you know if the 
numbers add up? Most motors have the last six digits of the VIN number 
stamped on them. The transmission and rear end are a bit trickier. Usually they'll 
be stamped with date codes, which you can look up to determine if the dates 
sync correctly. It's not a problem if not everything matches. You can never lose if 
you find an all-numbers-matching car. It's a way safer bet. That’s what we are 
here for. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vehicle_Identification_Number
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3. LOW MILEAGE = BIGGER MONEY?
Don’t be too concerned about mileage. Just spend less money to purchase a 
higher-mileage car if the car has been well maintained. Buying high-mileage cars 
is a bit of an advanced maneuver. You can't go wrong with a car that hasn't been 
driven to death. From an investment point of view, when you're looking at what 
you can do to turn your money into more money, low-mileage vehicles are a sure 
thing.

4. IF YOU AREN'T DYING TO DRIVE IT, DON'T TOUCH IT
Buy what you like to never be disappointed. Don’t buy it because you saw it and 
thought there was money to be made.

5. DO YOUR HOMEWORK
You can put a car model name and 'sold for' into any search engine, and you're 
going to pull up forums and articles that are written on these vehicles. You can 
get pretty in-depth and figure out if it's the car for you. To really compare your 
potential investment to other recent sales, you need to accurately assess the 
condition.

6. THINK SMALL
Some models are built in much smaller quantities than others. If possible, you 
want a car that the manufacturer didn't crank out in massive numbers (say, 5,000 
versus 100,000 of a similar model). The lower the production numbers, the 
higher the value of the cars. Depending on the make and model, the internet will 
tell you all the production numbers, all the options, how many were made of each 
color.

7. THE RARER THE OPTION, THE RICHER THE OWNER
It might sound ridiculous, but even something like power windows on a car that 
didn't usually have them can drive value way up. It could be horsepower-related, 
it could be power-window related, it could be comfort-related. In the Fifties, 
Sixties, and Seventies, you could go order cars and make them very unique. If 
there's a Mustang that pulls up on the auction block and it's a "one of one" 
because it had some kind of unique option, it'll bring more money than any of the 
other ones.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_automobile_sales_by_model
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8. COLOR COUNTS
Buyers do care about a car's paint, especially if it's a rare combination. You'd be 
surprised how much that can drive up the value of a vehicle. Original paint and 
original interior and  That car we sold for four times the amount of what a normal 
one would have brought. That's a one-of-one car. As far as an investment goes, 
that's a great one.”

9. GAS GUZZLERS ARE CASH GENERATORS
Classic muscle cars with huge engines are hot sellers. The money's really into 
original big-block cars! Camaros, Corvettes, Chevelles, Mustangs...those are 
considered the big blocks. They're the bigger cubic inches and have more 
horsepower, and they were produced less than the smaller-size motors.

10. 1980’S CARS ARE A GOOD LONG-TERM INVESTMENT
The next trend in classic-car collecting will be now-neglected models from the 
'Miami Vice' era. Check out those Eighties performance cars.The 1980s Camaro 
IROC-Zs, Buick Grand Nationals. Right now they're affordable, so if you like 
those cars, then buying one. Don't think you're going to be able to turn it around 
and make all your money next week. That's going to be a 5 to 10 year 
investment.

May the Speed be with you! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chevrolet_Camaro_%28third_generation%29

