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ZEST

A touch of 
France  

STYLE PROFILE

FAVORITE BAG: A saddle purse from 
Mexico that was a giftFAVORITE FRAGRANCE: Joy

THEME SONG:  
“You’re the First, 
the Last, My 
Everything” by 
Barry White

FAVORITE 
KEEPSAKE: A 
Christmas gift from a 
London shop

FAVORITE SHOES: 
“Brazilian loafers that have 
everything I love — black 
velvet graphics and humor” 

It was Betty Newton’s 
husband, Stephen, who came 
up with the cute French 
name for her clothing and 
accessories boutique. 

À bientôt opened in 
a small garage in 1996. 
It eventually moved to a 
storefront, but few knew how 
to pronounce it. 

“My husband didn’t realize 
no one spoke French in 
Houston, and everyone spoke 
Spanish,” Newton said. 

“À bientôt” means, “See 
you soon.” It’s the Spanish 
equivalent of “Hasta luego.” 

But in the beginning, no 
one got that, Newton said. 

After two decaces in 
business, À bientôt not only 
is a fixture in the fashion 
retail landscape, but it is 
also in the vocabulary of 
Houston’s most stylish 
shoppers. 

How did Newton get her 
start? 

“I found that running 
a store was cheaper than 
renting a storage unit. It was 
a complete accident,” she 
said. “It never dawned on 
me that I would have a store, 
but I feel a little lucky. It’s a 
dream job.”

The Houston native 
graduated from University 
of Texas, then earned a 
degree in fashion design 
at the Parsons School of 
Design in New York. She 
worked as a knitwear 
designer with Liz Claiborne, 
spending three months 
of the year in Hong Kong, 
where the company had 
factories. 

In 1988, she married 
Stephen Newton, who is 
half French. After the birth 
of their daughter Elizabeth 
in 1990, they moved to 
Paris for her husband’s 
job. There, Newton worked 
as a consultant for several 
fashion houses, including 
Carole Little. They lived in 

Paris for five years before 
relocating to Houston. A 
second daughter, Camille, 
was born in 1993. 

Newton started the 
business selling sweet, 
French-style girls’ 
dresses, which she had 
manufactured at a factory 
in Brenham. The business 
has grown into jewelry, 
handbags, women’s clothing 
and even menswear. 

Five years ago, À bientôt 
moved into a 3,000-square-
foot, two-level space at 2501 
River Oaks Blvd. Though 
her store and clientele 
have grown, Newton 
acknowledges she’s pretty 
much the same woman 
who trotted across Paris, 
New York and Hong Kong, 
wearing black at every step. 

“Black is still my very 
favorite color,” she said. “I 
probably wear too much 
jewelry. I always have.” 

By Joy Sewing 

joy.sewing@chron.com 

Betty Newton owns À bientôt in River Oaks. Her favorite statement pieces are horn necklaces, top.
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in swanky 
River Oaks 

Home: Houston and New York
Style heroes: My parents, Mary and Kenneth 
Bentsen
Number of pairs of shoes: 268
Favorite accessory: A pair of Elizabeth Gage 
earrings my husband gave me when our second 
daughter was born.
Should toss but can’t: A full-length mink coat 
from 1988. It is great for costume parties. It has 
huge shoulder pads.
Trend she’ll never wear: A tattoo
On her bedside table: “Agnes Martin, Her Life 
and Art,” by Nancy Princenthal
Recent purchase: Stella McCartney landscape-
print dress
Most regrettable purchase: 200 pairs of shoes
Must-have beauty products: Whatever 
Michelle Wright, owner of Lemon Peel Facial, 
recommends.
First car: A Ford Pinto
Most hated household chore: Cleaning my desk
Favorite word: Love
Favorite food: Scrambled eggs with Sancerre at 
Sunday brunch
Favorite movie: “In the Mood for Love” (2000)
Hidden talent: “I am 
a closeted computer geek. I love taking online 
classes.” 
Best advice ever received: To marry my husband
Surprising talent: I make a mean cheese soufflé.

WWW.EYEGALLERYHOUSTON.COM
1806 WESTHEIMER RD. - RIVER OAKS
2542 AMHERST ST. - RICE VILLAGE
1700 POST OAK BLVD. (NEXT TO WHOLE FOODS)
POST OAK LOCATION NOW OPEN SUNDAYS!

713.523.1279
832.831.7253
713.622.7470

BARTON PERREIRA/ALLIED METAL WORKS
TRUNK SHOW POST OAK LOCATION - FEBRUARY 25


