
 
 
 

WHIDDY ISLAND LIGHT 
 

Whiddy Island lies off the south west coast of Ireland. Historically, the island was 
strategically important for the naval base that used to be there as it protected Bantry Bay 
and the bay's deepwater anchorage. It lies at the head of the bay. The closest lighthouses to 
Whiddy Island are Sheepshead Light and the famous Fastnet Rock Lighthouse. 
 
I’ve been fascinated by rock lighthouses now for a long time. There are a number of them in 
and around the British Isles, Fastnet (Ireland), Eddystone (Plymouth), Bell Rock (Scotland), 
Haulbowline (East Coast, Ireland), Wolf Rock (off the tip of Cornwall) and Bishop Rock (Isles 
of Scilly). Reading about how they were built, the dangers endured by the construction 
teams and how they overcame the ridiculously difficult conditions of building a lighthouse 
on a rock that was often underwater intrigues me more so knowing they still all exist, 
automated now but still standing majestically in the middle of deep and treacherous waters. 
 
As well as marking places of danger, rock lighthouses mark places of transition. They stand 
between realms. Between nations, on the edge of abyssal plains.  However, Haulbowline 
was built closer to shore in a large inlet. With a history that is the most fragmented and 
incomplete of all the rock lighthouses, Haulbowline stands 111 feet high somewhere 
between reality and myth. Records of its design and construction have been lost or never 
existed in the first place. The tower is oddly absent from books about rock lighthouses and 
references to it in archival material are veiled or incidental. It is the second oldest working 
lighthouse in Britain and Ireland. Only Bell Rock Lighthouse is older. Haulbowline derives its 
most mysterious name from Old Norse, supposedly meaning “haunt of the eels”.  Its 
construction was completed in 1824.   
 
Haulbowline is shaped similarly to Eddystone and Bell Rock. Sitting between myth and 
reality it seemed fitting for me to “borrow” Haulbowline as a model for this image. Whiddy 
Island Light is the sister, that Haulbowline never had and now brought into existence 
entirely from my imagination.   
 



So on to explain the connection with Whiddy Island. Once upon a time when I came into the 
world I was named after the sister of Scarlet O’Hara from Gone with the Wind, my sister just 
couldn’t say my name so she decided to call me Whiddy. No one knows or remembers 
where she got the name from or why that name, but it stuck like glue. All my childhood 
years I was known as Whiddy, Little Whid or Little Whiddy.  I managed to overcome my 
family’s 12 or more-year habit of calling me by this nickname just in time for my teenage 
years. Somehow now as an adult, looking back nostalgically at my childhood the nickname 
brings a certain romance and longing for days gone by, my childhood and my family. Oddly, 
when I asked both my sister and my mother, they had never heard of Whiddy Island, despite 
them being well read and travelled.  When researching for suitable names for this image I 
decided to investigate island names around the British Isles and almost straight away 
stumbled across Whiddy Island. Was it “a sign”, was it just coincidence? It just seemed right 
to me. 
 
Whiddy Island is a largely unremarkable, large flat island with only 20 permanent 
inhabitants engaged mainly in fishing, small-scale farming and tourism. There is no 
lighthouse anywhere on the island today or as far as I can ascertain ever has been. Whiddy 
Island Lighthouse only exists in that space between myth and mystery that typifies my 
artworks. 
 
I invite you to step through the threshold into my imagination and experience Whiddy Island 
Light for yourself.  Smell the sea, feel the wind and experience a strong sense of place, enjoy 
the bath while you are there.  The scene is influenced by my childhood, fed by my 
fascination with lighthouses, particularly rock lighthouses and the lives of those brave souls 
who lived and worked there and more than anything it is flavoured with the mystery and 
romance of times now past. 
 
TECHNICAL 
Whiddy Island Light Photoshop file is 16.3 GB comprises 129 layers and 42 photographs. 
The Lighthouse is a combination of Castle Point Lighthouse on the east coast of New 
Zealand and Point Hicks Lighthouse in Victoria, Australia, with the lighthouse shape taken 
from Haulbowline, Ireland. The rocks were photographed at Douglas River on the east coast 
of Tasmania.  The house I photographed in Victoria, Australia. The bath belongs to a good 
friend who lives on the Tasman Peninsular in Tasmania. 
 
Some of the information above was taken from a most interesting book by Tom Nancollas, 
Seashaken Houses, published by Penguin Random House, UK in 2018.  It is worth a read but 
sadly lacks images.  
 
 
 
 


