Maria
The Story

Maria Island dominates the seascape
to the north of Bangor, and is a
special place for the Dunbabin family.
In 1869 Tom Dunbabin with his
brother John, leased the island where
he farmed for seven years, honing
the skills that would lead to his
purchase of Bangor in 1890, where his
descendants still farm today.

Maria Island is now a National Park, but
was for over 150 years farmed, and the
Dunbabins were among the earliest. In
1869 brothers Tom and John Dunbabin
from Bream Creek took up the challenge
of farming Maria Island, a former penal
settlement off the east coast of Tasmania.
Married to sisters Sarah and Mary
Murdoch from Cambridge, they spent
seven years raising their young families
and building their future on this remote
island outpost. Maria Island overlooks
Bangor, holding a special place in the
hearts of over five generations of the
Dunbabin family.




