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The years from 1910-1920 were a time of great changes in many parts of American life.  A major 
wave of immigration forever changed the ethnic makeup of American cities. It was an era of 
significant political and economic reform. Theodore Roosevelt’s presidency began a time of federal 
activism that slowed only after the next President, Woodrow Wilson, left office. Both Roosevelt and 
Wilson led legislative programs that would, in so many ways, make their mark on American history. 
Between 1914 and 1918, the First World War tore Europe apart. Nations fought using modern 
industrialized technologies for the first time. The death toll was astounding. After the war, the United 
States, for the first time, played a major role as a world power. 

American culture changed as well. The invention of audio recording altered how people interacted 
with music. Before recording technology, people tended to buy sheet music. These were frequently 
easy to play. They allowed people with a piano to play music in their home. However pianos were 
expensive. As the decade came to a close, people began to purchase recordings in greater numbers. 
Record players became cheaper and more accessible. People began to prefer to listen to recordings 
than to play the music themselves. This started a new form of entertainer: The recording star.  These 
musicians, frequently singers, became better known than artists who just performed live.

Finally, 1920 saw the passing of the 19th amendment to the U.S. Constitution. This gave women the 
right to vote. With this new power, women helped decide the presidential election of 1920, bringing 
Warren Harding to victory. Their vote would also be influential in beginning Prohibition.

Not only had the world changed, but one could sense even greater changes were just ahead.

THE WORLD BEFORE DOROTHY
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Dorothy Harris (1927) The Birth of  
Dorothy Kurtz

It was into this world that Dorothy Kurtz Harris 
was born in Evanston, IL on November 15th 1926.  
She was of Irish and German descent. But it’s the 
German part that defined the family. The German 
part told the story of their ancestry.  The Kurtz part 
of the family, Dorothy’s family, can be traced all the 
way back to the American Revolution.

In the decade before Dorothy was born in 1926, the 
families in the German neighborhood of Chicago 
where Dorothy was to grow up, typically spoke 
German around the house. Especially when they 
didn’t want the children to know what they were 
saying.

The Kurtz family descended from a proud German 
stock. But if you were to ask Dorothy about her 
heritage, the first thing she’d tell you, and she would tell 
it consistently throughout her whole life, is that she was 
an American.

Dorothy’s parents were Arthur and Esther Kurtz. 
Arthur Foster Kurtz was a Philadelphia native. Esther 
Pauline Kostner hailed from Chicago.

1926
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Dorothy’s mother wanted to name her Gloria. Others 
in the family didn’t like that name.  So the name Gloria 
was put aside until the next generation.  Dorothy’s 
namesake was her mother’s younger sister, who had 
died in a fire earlier that same year.  The family story 
is that as Dorothy was being born, her Mother started 
yelling, “Dorothy! Dorothy!” And the nurse thought 
that the baby’s name was Dorothy. So the name stuck.  

Her middle name was Helen, after another aunt. And 
she later added Gloria at the end because she liked  
the name. 
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BORN IN
1926

The year 1926 witnessed many changes. The 
Weimar Republic joined the League of Nations. 
Hirohito became emperor of Japan. In the 
sports world, Gene Tunney defeated Jack 
Dempsey becoming heavyweight champion. 
Miami suffered the most expensive hurricane 
in American history. The Great Miami Hurricane 
made landfall on Sept. 18th. The damages 
amounted to $100 million dollars. And the stock 
market crash and Great Depression were on the 
horizon.

Arthur Kurtz   and Pauline Kostner Newspaper Article About Miami Hurricane

4 



Childhood &  
Coming of Age

Dorothy’s early years, 1926 to 1940, were spent in 
the shadow and then in the very heart of the Great 
Depression.

Despite the struggles that rippled through the land 
during the Great Depression, in the Kurtz home, there 
was always enough to eat. Clothes were never shabby. 
And there was always a roof over their heads.

In the early 1940s Dorothy attended Lakeview High 
School as World War II was underway.

Throughout the early to the late 1940s, Dorothy 
grew into a beautiful young lady.  That, combined 
with her sparkling, feisty personality meant Dorothy 
was well known in the neighborhood. She was a 
high school star.

There was a time she rode on the float at Riverview 
Amusement Park in her north side of Chicago 
neighborhood.

Dorothy’s grandfather ran the Ferris Wheel at 
Riverview. So one night he arranged for Dorothy to 
ride on the float.  The summer night, the sounds of the 
fair, and the crowd abuzz, young Dorothy was most 
certainly a local star now.

Dorothy at age two

1930s
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In October, 1929 the U.S. stock market 
crashed. This wiped out many investors but 
the collapse did not in itself cause the Great 
Depression.

The crash also aggravated fragile economies in Europe. 
Nations like Germany relied heavily on American loans. 
Over the next three years, an American recession 
became part of a worldwide depression. Businesses 
closed their doors, factories shut down, banks failed 
with the loss of depositors’ savings. People lost their 
jobs, houses and life savings.  Farm income fell 50 
percent. The wealth that had been gained during the 
1920s was quickly lost. By November 1932, nearly 20 
percent of American workers were jobless.  

The presidential campaign of 1932 was chiefly about 
the causes and remedies of the Great Depression. 
President Herbert Hoover took a pro business stand.  
Still his efforts had little effect. His Democratic 
opponent, Franklin D. Roosevelt radiated optimism 
and he promised to use the federal government’s 
authority for even bolder experimental remedies. And 
he scored a smashing victory. Eventually the massive 
amount of capital poured into the U.S. effort to fight 
World War II brought the Great Depression to an end.

THE GREAT
DEPRESSION
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Soup lines during the Great Depression
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The Second World War pitted the armies of the allied nations (United 
States, Britain and the USSR) against the Axis powers (Nazi Germany, 
Japan and Italy). The war began with the German invasion of Poland 
on Sept. 1, 1939. Soon after that Britain and France declared war on 
Germany. American involvement began after the Japanese surprise 
attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. 

The war marked the first usage of technologies that have since become 
commonplace, such as the computer, jet fighter and ballistic missiles. 
After initial victories, the German and Japanese militaries began to suffer 
devastating defeats. The invasion of Normandy on June, 6, 1944 served 
as the turning point for the Western European war. In the pacific the 
battle of Midway put the Japanese navy on the defensive. The European 
war ended in May of 1945 with the surrender of Germany. The war in the 
Pacific ended shortly after the U.S. dropped atomic weapons on Japan.

 
WORLD WAR II
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The invasion of Normany on June 6, 1944



And the stardom didn’t stop there. These were the days 
of World War II, and Dorothy’s father, at age 36, was 
serving in Hawaii following the Japanese attacks on 
Pearl Harbor. At the same time, her future husband 
Bob Harris was serving in the Atlantic.

During World War II, The Army Base Weekly 
newspaper was called “The Skylighter.” And each 
week they featured a beautiful girl from back home. 
Dorothy had sent a drawing of herself to her father. 
And her father, proud of his beautiful daughter, put 
her as a feature “Lighter Girl,” noting that she was 
“Lovely and Vivacious.”
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TOP SONGS OF 1943

1.  Paper Doll – Mills Brothers

2.   Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin’  
– Bing Crosby

3.  As Time Goes By – Rudy Vallee

4.  Oklahoma! – Alfred Drake

5.   I’ve Heard That Song Before  
– Harry James with Helen Forrest

6.  Sentimental Lady – Duke Ellington

7.   Don’t Get Around Much Anymore  
– The Ink Spots

8.  That Old Black Magic – Glenn Miller

9.  Stormy Weather – Lena Horne

10.  Taking a Chance on Love  
– Benny Goodman

Rudy Vallee
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1940s
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Early 
Adulthood

Dorothy came into early adulthood in the years fol-
lowing World War II.

Dorothy and her beloved Bob Harris were married 
on November 23rd, 1946, after his return from  
the war.

Bob was in the Navy during WWII.  He served on 
the LC I5 (Landing Craft) during the first wave of 
Normandy Beach on D-Day. He went on to Utah 
Beach and Omaha Beach. He was also in Italy, 



One of the most popular forms of American 
music throughout the 1930s, 40s and 50s was 
Big Band. These large ensembles consisted 
of more than a dozen musicians. They played 
a form of music called Swing. Big Bands 
initially evolved out of jazz orchestras in the 
1920s. They hit their commercial peak in the 
late 1930s. By 1940 musicians like Benny 
Goodman, Artie Shaw, Tommy Dorsey, Shep 
Fields and Glenn Miller were the most popular 
performers in America. They skillfully used new 
media like phonograph recordings and radio 
broadcasting to reach increasingly  
large audiences. 

Big Bands played a central role in boosting 
morale during WWII. Glenn Miller joined the 
army. He led the Army Air Force Band from 
1942 until his death in a plane crash in 1944. 

Swing was at first largely an instrumental 
music. The inclusion of Frank Sinatra in Tommy 
Dorsey’s band in 1940 signaled a shift. Sinatra’s 
extreme popularity caused most other Big 
Band ensembles to perform with singers. As a 
result the Big Bands eventually lost popularity 
in favor of individual singers.

MUSIC OF 
THE 1940s 

The Glenn Miller Orchestra
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England and South Africa.  Bob was the youngest 
crewmember on the LCI5 and after each invasion, 
senior officers presented the ship’s flag to one mem-
ber of the crew.  Bob received the flag that flew in 
Normandy on D-Day.  

As the 1940s slowed into the 1950s, Dorothy’s life, 
like many women of the time, was centered on her 
home. Dorothy was a housewife. Her family really 
was her life. And she made a home that was always 
filled with music.

Cynthia, Dorothy’s eldest child, was born in 1948. 
Robert, Jr. in 1949. When their daughter Gloria was 

born in 1951, Bob wanted her to be named Dorothy. 
But Dorothy said “No, there’s only one Dorothy.”  
Claudia, the youngest, was born in 1958. Cynthia 
was named after a song sung at the time by Perry 
Como, “Cynthia’s in Love.”  And it was an example 
of the music that always filled Dorothy’s house. 
Whether it was Perry Como, Big Crosby, or the Big 
Bands. The Harris home was a musical home.

Prime 
Time

As the family grew, so did the range and the types of 
music Dorothy enjoyed.  Elvis was a favorite.  Doro-
thy just LOVED Elvis! So much so that she took 
her daughter Cynthia to see his very first movie, 
“Love Me Tender,” in 1956. On into the 1950s the 
music continued to play in Dorothy’s home.

Dorothy also greatly enjoyed live music.  She and 
Bob would also go dancing at the grand ballrooms, 
like The Aragon on Lawrence Avenue, that were part 
of Chicago’s cultural life.

Wedding Day
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Dorothy at 
Home

Dorothy took great pride in her cooking. And as 
everyone in the family and the neighborhood knew,  
she was a great cook!

Dorothy’s cooking was known to make mouths water 
all over the neighborhood. She was a baker. Some of 
the favorites were butter cookies, almond and chocolate 
chip. But then there was her soup. Vegetable soup. 
People said, “You’ve never tasted soup that good.”  Stew, 
spaghetti. And of course her German Potato salad. That 
was a specialty!

13

1950s
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MUSIC OF  
THE 1950s

During the 1950s, many people pointed out 
that a sense of sameness filled American 
society. Yet beneath this seemingly bland 
surface, music quickly changed. In the 
1950s Rock music began a major cultural 
force.  Tennessee singer Elvis Presley was 
the “King” of popular music..Performers like 
Little Richard and Chuck Berry performed to 
increasingly integrated audiences. Televised 
performances increased the music’s audience 
especially among young people. Rock-and-
Roll music’s ascendance within American 
culture shows the importance teenagers 
began to have on consumer trends.  

15

Elvis Presley performing



Dorothy as a  
Sports Fan

Part of Dorothy’s love of her family was going out to 
watch sports. Especially when the games included her 
kids and grandkids. She was their biggest fan. She was 
also competitive when it came to her kids winning 
games. And that love of sports spilled over into 
professional teams as well. Dorothy was a lifelong fan 
of the Chicago Bears and the Chicago Cubs.

As was true across the country, baseball—America’s 
“national pastime” —was part of many people’s lives. 
Just as it was part of Dorothy’s life.

Bob and Dorothy with their three children 
at the time: Rob, Gloria, and Cindy (1951)
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World Series (Baseball) 
LA Dodgers defeated  
Chicago White Sox (4-2)

NBA Championship (Basketball) 
Boston defeated  
Minneapolis Lakers (4-0)

Stanley Cup (Hockey) 
Montreal defeated Toronto (4-1)

Wimbledon (Tennis) 
Women: Maria Bueno defeated  
D. Hard (6-4 6-3)

Men: Alex Olmedo defeated  
R. Laver (6-4 6-3 6-4)

Kentucky Derby Champion 
(Horseracing) Tomy Lee

NCAA College Basketball Championship 
California defeated West Virginia (71-70)

NCAA College Football Champions 
Syracuse (11-0-0)

TOP SPORTING EVENTS  
OF 1959

1959 World Series
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BASEBALL IN 
THE 1950s

The late 1940s-50s saw major changes for 
Major League Baseball.  Six days before 
the start of the 1947 season, the Brooklyn 
Dodgers called Jackie Robinson, a star from 
the all black “Negro” league, up to the major 
leagues.  All time great Joe DiMaggio retired 
in 1951. Robinson called it quits in 1956. The 
1950s saw many athletes set records. Players 
like Robinson, Roberto Clemente, Mickey 
Mantle and Ernie Banks delighted spectators 
with their fielding and hitting talents. This 
contributed to the era being a high point in 
baseball history. 

Jackie Robinson
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TOP GROSSING FILMS  
OF 1952

1.   The Greatest Show on Earth 
Betty Hutton, Cornel Wilde, Charlton 
Heston, Gloria Grahame

2.  The Bad and the Beautiful 
Lana Turner, Kirk Douglas, Dick Powell, Gloria 
Grahame

3. The Snows of Kilimanjaro 
 Gregory Peck, Ava Gardner

4.  Ivanhoe 
Robert Taylor, Joan Fontaine, Elizabeth Taylor

5.  Singin’ in the Rain 
Gene Kelly, Debbie Reynolds, Donald 
O’Connor, Jean Hagen

6.  Sailor Beware 
Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis

7. Moulin Rouge 
 José Ferrer, Zsa Zsa Gabor

8. Hans Christian Andersen 
 Danny Kaye, Farley Granger

9. Affair in Trinidad 
 Rita Hayworth, Glenn Ford

10. Monkey Business 
 Cary Grant, Ginger Rogers, Marilyn Monroe

The Snows of Kilimanjaro (1952 film)



TOYS IN  
THE 1960s

Middle 
Age

Dorothy worked at the Victor Adding Machine 
Company in the late 1960s and early 1970s. She could 
walk there, and it was a way to bring in a little extra 
money. She also briefly attended business school. But 
her life was still her family.

In Dorothy’s house, there were always books. She 
loved history, biographies and any kind of book. The 
family grew up with subscriptions to Reader’s Digest 
and National Geographic. Dorothy loved to read.
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Kenner Products introduced the Easy-
Bake Oven in 1963. The light bulb-powered 
machine baked and cooled cake or cookie 
mixes by just sliding the pans through the 
oven. Children and their families could 
choose the miniature ovens in pale yellow 
or turquoise.

Over the years, the product was updated—
there’s a microwave version, for example—
and introduced millions of children to the 
world of cooking.

Easy-Bake Oven inspired young Food 
Network chefs like Bobby Flay and Alton 
Brown to become cooks. First Lady 
Michelle Obama also had an Easy-Bake 
Oven when she was a child.



Golden 
Years

For Dorothy, there was always the church. Epiphany 
United Church of Christ. In her Golden Years, her tie 
to the church grew deeper and stronger.

Epiphany traces its roots to a strain of German 
Lutheranism that was brought to the United States 
by German immigrants at the turn of the 19th 
century.  Thousands of German speaking immigrants 
had moved to the neighborhoods now known as 
Ravenswood, Roscoe Village and North Center. And 
this was their church. Although sometimes advised 
against, Dorothy would debate anyone on religion 
and politics. She was a church member and she was 
a Republican. 

Once, she had some folks over one afternoon who were 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Dorothy got in a debate about 
some point of the Bible. They really went at it. Finally, 
Dorothy called the Pastor to ask who was right. And of 
course it was her.
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1.  The Ballad Of The Green Berets - 
Sgt. Barry Sadler 

2. Cherish - Association  

3  (You’re My) Soul And Inspiration  
- Righteous Brothers

4 Reach Out I’ll Be There - Four Tops 

5 96 Tears - ? and The Mysterians 

6 Last Train To Clarksville - Monkees 

7  Monday, Monday - Mama’s and  
The Papa’s

8 You Can’t Hurry Love - Supremes 

9 Poor Side Of Town - Johnny Rivers 

10  California Dreamin’ - Mamas and  
The Papas 
  

TOP SONGS OF 1966

The Supremes



VIETNAM AND 
THE MEDIA 

The Vietnam War was waged in one form or 
another throughout the 1950s and 1960s. The war 
was a conflict between communist North Vietnam 
and the democratic South Vietnam.  For a good 
portion of the war, the United States fought on the 
side of South Vietnam.

Television coverage deeply affected American 
policy in Vietnam. President Lyndon Johnson 
quipped that he knew he had “lost” Middle 
America’s support  when Walter Cronkite stated the 
war was “unwinnable.”

Field reporters showed the war on an almost nightly 
basis. These reports highlighted the “credibility gap.” 
Americans grew distrustful of official statements. 
Large protests, especially among the young, reflected 
mounting public dissatisfaction. This pressured Johnson 
to begin negotiating for peace. A peace marred by a 
distrust of government and the absence of a hero’s 
welcome home to all who had served.
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1. Blazing Saddles

2. The Towering Inferno

3. The Trial of Billy Jack

4. Young Frankenstein

5. Earthquake

6. The Godfather Part II

7. Airport 1975

8. The Life and Times  
 of Grizzly Adams

9. The Longest Yard

10. Benji

TOP GROSSING FILMS  
OF 1974

Blazing Saddles

TV Coverage of the Vietnam War
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Super Bowl (Football) 
San Francisco 49ers defeated  
Cincinnati Bengals (26-21)

World Series (Baseball) 
St. Louis Cardinals defeated  
Milwaukee Brewers (4-3)

NBA Championship (Basketball) 
LA Lakers defeated  
Philadelphia 76ers (4-2)

Stanley Cup (Hockey) 
NY Islanders defeated Vancouver (4-0)

Wimbledon (Tennis) 
Women: Martina Navratilova defeated 
Chris Evert Lloyd (6-1 3-6 6-2)

Men: Jimmy Connors defeated  
John McEnroe (3-6 6-3 6-7 7-6 6-4)

Kentucky Derby Champion 
(Horseracing) 
Gato Del Sol

TOP SPORTING EVENTS  
OF 1982

Joe Montana in 1982 Super Bowl



The Vietnam War was a major historical milestone 
for Dorothy, because Dorothy’s son Bob was there. 
And watching the war on TV every night wasn’t easy. 
Vietnam was different for Dorothy. With WW II 
the men went away and the fortunate ones, like her 
husband Bob, came home. With Vietnam, it felt to 
Dorothy that we were all fighting the war. Television 
had made the war more personal.

In 1990, Dorothy assumed the role of caregiver to both 
her own mother and her beloved husband, Bob. Bob 
had been diagnosed with a form of bone cancer. And 
Dorothy’s mother was suffering from a variety of age 
related aliments. So Dorothy’s days were spent setting 
up doctors appointments, hospital trips, and the million 
and one small acts of kindness and care that come with 
one person taking care of another during a time of 
illness. Only in Dorothy’s case, there were two people 
being cared for: Bob and her mother.

As a practical matter, it made more sense for Dorothy 
and Bob to make the move, in 1993, into her mother’s 
one story home. No stairs for Bob to climb and easier 
access. It was a much more convenient set up all 
around.

1980s
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Then, within three weeks of each other, Dorothy’s 
mother and Bob passed away.

To compound the grieving, Dorothy’s aunt died not 
long after that. A tender mercy in that passing being 
that Dorothy’s daughter Gloria stepped in as the 
executor of her great aunt’s estate---thus lessening the 
burden on Dorothy.

As the months passed, drawing from her strength of 
character, her faith and her loving family, Dorothy 
continued on. First by updating her and Bob’s home. 
Nothing huge changed in their Chicago bungalow. 
More of a gentle remodeling of the kitchen, the 
bathroom, going about making the home “Dorothy’s 
House.”

“Dorothy’s House,” was, as always, rooted firmly 
in her neighborhood. She was a child of her 
neighborhood. And in her golden years, she got 
to attend both her 50th and 60th High School 
reunions in that very same neighborhood.

Then, like a bundle of canine joy, came “Luke,” 
Dorothy’s beloved Shih Tzu dog. Dorothy and Luke 
became quite the pair, faithfully walking together 
through the neighborhood. Even in the rain, when 
they would each sport their own yellow rain slicker. 
Luke was Dorothy’s best buddy through much of 
her golden years.
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1. Hold On - Wilson Phillips 

2. It Must Have Been Love - Roxette 

3.  Nothing Compares 2 U  
- Sinead O’Connor

4. Poison - Bell Biv Devoe  

5. Vogue - Madonna 

6. Vision Of Love - Mariah Carey 

7. Another Day In Paradise - Phil Collins 

8. Hold On - En Vogue

9. Cradle Of Love - Billy Idol 

10. Blaze Of Glory - Jon Bon Jovi 

TOP SONGS OF 1990

Madonna



18
29



30



31

BLACK  
MONDAY

In finance, Black Monday refers to 
Monday October 19, 1987, when stock 
markets around the world crashed, 
shedding a huge value in a very 
short time. The crash began in Hong 
Kong and spread west to Europe, 
hitting the United States after 
other markets had already declined 
by a significant margin. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) 
dropped by 508 points to 1738.74 
(22.61%). Potential causes for 
the decline include program 
trading, overvaluation, illiquidity, 
and market psychology. The most 
popular explanation for the 1987 
crash was selling by program traders.  
Another common theory states 
that the crash was a result of a 
dispute in monetary policy between 
the G7 industrialized nations, in which 
the United States, wanting to prop 
up the dollar and restrict inflation, 
tightened policy faster than the 
Europeans. U.S. pressure on Germany 
to change its monetary policy was 
one of the factors that unnerved 
investors in the run-up to the crash. 



Dorothy’s knee replacements would have stopped a less 
determined woman. But they did not stop Dorothy. 
Perhaps with a friend or church member’s help, and 
sometimes even on her own, Dorothy still kept active, 
still went to church, was still a giant presence for one 
who stood somewhere around 5’2” tall. She was, as all 
her knew her would say, still Dorothy.

Like for example the time that friends came over 
to help Dorothy out with the spring planting of her 
garden.  Grateful for the visit, Dorothy sat on her 
outside steps chatting with the friends while they 

worked. And when they were finished, Dorothy, who 
could barely walk, somehow made her way off the steps 
and over to the garden where she dug up the entire 
garden and replanted it. Her way.

 These golden years saw Dorothy’s deeper involvement 
with the Women’s Guild at Epiphany Church. Now 
a true foundational member, a respected elder of the 
church, always willing to share what she’d learned 
through the years, always ready to debate, to work, to 
guide, to just—as every church member knew—be 
Dorothy. Often smiling and buttonholing the men of 
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the church, many of whom she called out and named for 
everyone to hear, her “boyfriends.” Being a “boyfriend” of 
Dorothy’s became such a badge of honor that it even drew 
a mention at her memorial service.

Dorothy’s golden years were filled with the stories, the love 
and lives of her four grandchildren; Victoria, Beth, Lisa and 
Brian. Dorothy saw Beth and Brian graduate from college. 
And she attended Brian’s wedding in Green Bay, Wisconsin.

She also saw the birth of six great grandchildren: 
Christopher, Colleen, Rachel, Kaitlin and twins Grace 
and Abigail. A seventh great grandchild, Owen, was born 
after Dorothy’s passing. Dorothy was able to see her great 
grandson Chris leave for college. 
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Remembering  
Dorothy

How will we remember Dorothy?  

When her loving daughter, Gloria, once introduced her 
mom to the new pastor at church, she said, “This is my 
mother, Dorothy Harris. She’s a bulldog!”

“It’s true,” Gloria recalled later. “Mom was determined, 
opinionated, and she cared. And she was funny. Her 
sense of humor was wonderful.”
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What would be the most important thing to remember 
about Dorothy?

She loved her family. She loved her church. And she so, 
so loved her Bob.”

“My Bob. My Bob” she would say.

She loved her Bob.

36



My first summer at camp, I was terribly homesick. My oldest cousin Dorothy sent me a 
postcard every day. Her messages and funny little drawings were what got me through 
that first, difficult week away from home. She was always an encourager and good friend 
to me.

  - Nancy Thomas, Cousin

Dorothy and I both had November birthdays and Mother always put on double birthday 
parties for us. Every year, Dorothy wanted pony rides at the party and I always wanted a 
magician. One year, we finally got both.
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When I was in college, we’d go on 
double dates a lot. I’m not sure 
Dorothy was ever a big fan of the 
fraternity brothers I set her up with, 
but I sure liked her friends. I even 
married one! 

- Arthur Kurtz, Brother

Friends and Family on 
Dorothy . . . 

Grandma Dorothy always made certain that her 
grandchildren knew how proud she was of us. She 
never missed a sports game, a dance recital, or a 
choir concert. Whenever I accomplishd a goal or 
reached some milestone, there’d be a card in the mail 
from Grandma. If she heard that I was home sick, 
she’d be at our door with her homemade chicken 
soup.  I’m so grateful to have had such a wonderful 
grandmother in my life for 16 years.

- Catherine Leyden, Granddaughter

Dorothy was the first person 
to come up and introduce 
herself when I started the 
4th grade at a new school. 
She was just that kind of a 
friendly, outgoing girl. That 
single act of kindness formed 
the foundation of our lifelong 
friendship.

- Esther Johnson, Friend
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I remember the sound of 
Aunt Dorothy and my mother 
laughing together in the kitchen 
whenever we got together for 
Sunday dinner. I loved listening 
to them tell funny stories from 
their childhood. My aunt had 
this unmistakable, high-pitched 
laugh that always made me smile 
when I heard it.

- Judy Herbert, Niece


