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ABEEGO RECEIVES FUNDING FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA’S WOMEN 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP STRATEGY  

Announcement made by the Minister of Tourism today at Abeego HQ 
 
[VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, May 13, 2019—] The Honourable Mélanie Joly, Minister of 
Tourism, Official Languages and La Francophonie, presented Abeego with non-repayable 
contribution funding over 12 months in support of Canadian Women Entrepreneurship projects 
today at Abeego HQ. 
 
On behalf of herself and the Honourable Mary Ng, Minister of Small Business and Export 
Promotion, Joly also presented funding to Terry Deakin, CEO of INEO Employment Services, and 
Inga Ma, CEO of SEAMOR Marine Ltd. 
 
“We profoundly think that by doubling the amount of female-led companies that we will be able to 
double the economy by 2025,” said Joly, adding, “There are important systemic barriers to women 
running a business. Sixty-eight per cent of men will be able to win their first pitch while 32 per cent 
of women will be able to do so. There’s certainly an issue with more men able to get the financing 
than women and we need to be able to change that.” 
 
The Women Entrepreneurship Fund awards already successful female-led businesses with up to 
$100,000 to support expansion into global markets. 
 
“I’m incredibly honoured to stand here today alongside Terry and Inga,” said Desrosiers. “This 
funding means we’ll create version 2.0 of our wrap waxing machine, which will increase our 
production by four times so we can further scale our business and meet global demand.” 
 
The Women Entrepreneurship Fund is part of the Government of Canada’s Women 
Entrepreneurship Strategy that addresses women’s economic empowerment with initiatives to 
support and double women-owned businesses by 2025 toward an end result of growing Canada’s 
GDP by $150 billion in incremental GDP by 2026. 
 



For more information about the Government of Canada’s Women Entrepreneurship Strategy, 
please visit: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/128.nsf/eng/home 
 
About Abeego:  
Invented in 2008 by Toni Desrosiers, Abeego is the original beeswax food wrap. Desrosiers’ 
innovation created an international industry as recognized by her TELUS Trailblazer Award at the 
26th Annual Women’s Entrepreneur Awards 2018. Abeego is on a mission to Keep Food Alive and 
end food waste. Abeego picks up where the peel leaves off. It protects and breathes so food is 
preserved for longer than ever imagined. Earlier this month, Abeego announced a minimum Living 
Wage for all employees, starting at $20.50 an hour. Read the release. 
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If you would like more information about this topic, please email marketing@abeego.com. 
 

 
Toni Desrosiers, Abeego Founder and CEO, at Abeego HQ after receiving funding from the 

Government of Canada’s Women Entrepreneurship Strategy 
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