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Claire Nesbitt (left) and Emma Nesbitt with the jewelry they are selling to benefit local
charities.

B y A n n a D e m m l e r
Seven years ago, twin sisters

Emma and Claire Nesbitt made and
sold plastic-beaded bracelets with
friends while on a trip in Colorado.
Later they donated their $110 profit
to MD Anderson Cancer Center.

Emma and Claire, now 16-years-
old, discussed with their parents
about giving back and doing “some-
thing that would make a lasting
impact on the community,” says
Claire, a student at St. Agnes Acad-
emy and member of National Char-
ity League (NCL) – whose mission
is “to foster mother-daughter rela-
tionships in a philanthropic organi-
zation committed to community
service, leadership development
and cultural experiences,” accord-

Hope Thrives in the Nesbitt Family
ing to their official website.

In July 2016, the girls started
Hope Thrives, a non-profit organi-
zation that sells handmade jewelry
to “further support Houston’s at-risk
and special need students and com-
munities,” according to their website.
Hope Thrives donates 100% of its
profit to The Nehemiah Center of
Houston, Ronald McDonald House
of Houston, The Lighthouse of Hous-
ton, and Kids’ Meals.

Emma and Claire are jewelry fans
and study the latest trends. “I go to an
all-girls school,” Claire laughs. “I
know the hot trends people are fol-
lowing, and I feel like [jewelry] could
make the biggest difference because
it would generate the most money.”
The girls meet with a specialist to

show them how to make their
art. Hope Thrives consists of
30 members, including high
school friends, artistic consult-
ants, and their family, to make
and market their non-profit
business.

Mary Nesbitt, mother of
Emma and Claire, adds “It’s not
like they’ve always had an easy
road. They were born 3 months
early. So they’ve had their own
challenges... They have worked
very hard. They understand what
work ethic is and they under-
stand that they’ve been blessed
in many ways.”

Each charity supported by Hope
Thrives has a personal story to Emma
and Claire. The Nehemiah Center –
an organization that assists children
of low income families – was intro-
duced to Claire as a member of NCL.
“It was amazing to see the amount of
people that it helps. I just really like
to give back.”

The Ronald McDonald House
took care of the Nesbitt family when
they visited a hospital in Ohio to hear
a second opinion on Emma’s vision-
ary problems. The Nesbitt family
was able to stay for free across from
the hospital and was served “food
from the best restaurants,” says Mary.
Adamant about the mission of

Ronald McDonald House, Emma
says the charity allows families to
“stay connected during hard times
and get things they need in order to
thrive.”

Emma, a National Honor Society
member and current student at Xavier
Educational Academy,  learned to
swim as a camper at The Lighthouse
of Houston – “a private nonprofit
education and service center dedi-
cated to assisting blind and visually
impaired people to live indepen-
dently,” according to Hope Thrive’s
official website. As she got older,
Emma helped to teach other camp-
ers with visual impairment how to
use technology, such as auditory apps
on their iPod, audio books, or how to
use Siri to assist with a school report.

When Emma and Claire were in
elementary school, they helped pack
dinner meals for Kids’ Meals, an
organization dedicated to ending
childhood hunger. Due to the call to
give back, and in particular Emma’s
love for cooking and culinary school,
the twins agreed they would also like
to help Kids’ Meals.

Claire says Hope Thrives wanted
to “see a continuation in growth in
Houston. By having a non-profit gen-
erate funds, we wanted to envision
Houston pride.” Emma adds “It’s a
great time for people to ask ‘How
can I better the lives of people in my
own city?’ … [The four charities]
are helping to lift limitations and to
help people become better, to thrive
as individuals.”

Hope Thrives’ jewelry is envi-
ronmentally friendly. The pearls are
made organically. The silks are made
in the USA and contain plant-based
dyes.

Kathleen Buchanan, aunt to
Emma and Claire, says “Hope is
something for character that can re-
ally serve as the kind of ornament
and sparkle that jewelry can too…
[Emma and Claire] want to tell you
what they can do and not what they
can’t do, and they want to help other
people learn these lessons too.”

There will be three local events
where you can buy Hope Thrives
jewelry. On Oct. 26 - 30, Hope
Thrives is partnering with Elaine
Turner Rice Village for a Jewelry
Trunk Show.

See Hope page 12
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713-522-5570

Residential Windows 
Gutter Cleaning
Pressure Cleaning
Bonded & Insured
Free Estimates
References

TExas WIndoW 
ClEanInG Co.

sInCE 1947

Ready Air Conditioning
Sales • Service • Installation

A /C Check-Up • Free Estimates!
713-828-4756

TaClB020668E

A/C & HEATING ClEANING

Dorothy B. Pearce CPA
accounting and income Tax services
for small Businesses & individuals

Quickbooks Consult
(713) 807-8677  3334 Richmond Ave. Suite 120

busINEss & pRofEssIoNAl

The Best  
Maid Service

TheBestMaidService.com

Reasonable Prices
Excellent References
Available Saturdays

713-269-8102

AuTos  
WANTEdApplIANCEs

P.C. Dude
for In-home 

Support

(713) 661-6612 or
(713) 516-4234 (cell)

• Data Restore 
• Hardware Upgrades
• Networking

Microsoft
Certified

Professional

www.pcdudehouston.com

EduCATIoN & INsTRuCTIoN

CompuTERs
youR pERsoNAl
pC TECHNICIAN

Repairs, virus removal, net-
working, shared dsl/cable 
connections, custom PC built to 
your specifications, upgrades,  
troubleshooting, f irst t ime  
setups. James (713) 271-0850. 
lB 21/24

spANIsH oR ENGlIsH
www.GlobalspanishTutor.com
Internet, telephone or in-person. 
adults, or students study pri-
vately. Call (713) 666-3839 or  
(281) 587-6985. 5338 Beech-
nut ,  Houston,  Tx 77096. 
lB 06/05

mATH TuToR
All levels of math
sAT, TAKs/TAsp

Computer Training
(713) 501-5140

Highland Village A/C & Heating
Call the company that service built!

www.AbregoHVAC.net  713-666-0121  hvacN711@aol.com
Felipe Abrego • 4231-K Bellaire Blvd. 77025 • TACL B00004752E

Locally Owned • Free Estimates

Meyerland Area Resident  
Will Pay  

CASH for Your Car!
Flood Damaged, 

New to Antique Vehicles.  
All Price Ranges, Running or Not.

Call 713-206-8850
Thanks to everyone for your  
business all of these years.

ImpECCAblE  
HousEKEEpER

Available Friday every week and  
Tuesday & Thursday every two 
weeks. Call (713) 269-5598 or 
(832) 243-5048.           lB 22/23 Physics Tutor

High School &  
College Level

collegephysicstutor.com
713-392-8464

SPECIALIZED PRIVATE TUTORING 
Reading, English, Language Arts  (Grades 2 - College Level)

Reading-Related Subjects And Math  (Grades 2 - 8)

ACT TEST PREP: English, Reading, Essay Writing 
Extensive experience effectively teaching students with Asperger’s, 
ASD, ADHD, Emotional/Behavioral Issues, Dyslexia, LD.  References.

FERN BRYAN, MA.Ed., LCSW
(832) 413-1014 • www.freshstarttutoring.net

WoRld’s mosT  
pATIENT TuToR

Certified teacher, special edu-
cation / add / reading specialist. 
Kindergarten - 6th. References. 
Please call (713) 294-2765. 
lB 19/22

ExpERIENCEd  
HousEKEEpER

Bilingual. References. Please 
call (832) 629-0385.     lB 20/22

CoNCRETE

WAsHERs & dRyERs 
foR sAlE

Washer $95. dryer $95. Guar-
anteed. Call (713) 781-6071. 
lB 22/25

CONCRETE
281-635-2355
• Sidewalks  • Demolition
• Driveways • Hauling
Small jobs are no problem!

BRAVENEC ELECTRIC
SINCE 1953 – TECL #19210

Residential / Commercial Wiring 

713-864-4168
BravenecElectric@gmail.com

Serving Houston, Bellaire, West U.
Credit Cards Accepted

ElECTRICIANEldERly 
CARE

CNA CAREGIvER
sEEKING WoRK

35 years experience. own 
transportation. Please call 
(713) 995-6833.          lB 21/22

juxtaposition of two governmental
entities exercising their governmen-
tal powers – the city exercising its
zoning authority and the school
district exercising its right to build
schools and educate students,” said
Petrov. “The issue is not a simple
yes and no one because we have
many schools in Bellaire. We have
many zones where schools are lo-
cated. There is a risk. You cannot
prevent the school district from
exercising its governmental func-
tion. So a city very clearly couldn’t
go to the extent of zoning out
schools. You could probably get
away with zoning schools to cer-
tain areas, but that may be subject
to challenge. The much safer and
more conservative course of action
is to move it from a permitted use to
a specific use, so that a school would
not be able to go there by right but
would have to go through the pub-
lic hearing process.”

“The proposal is to shift all those
proposals into specific uses, with
the exception of municipal type
uses,” said Friedberg. “Another

topic that came up is the question of
a development moratorium as a
stronger of measure of protection.
Is that too extreme and subject to
challenge?”

Cities have the right to impose
limited moratoriums, Petrov ex-
plained. “I’m not sure it’s any bet-
ter safeguard. Under Texas law,
the local government code estab-
lishes a process whereby a city can
establish a moratorium on devel-
opment. There is a 90-day time
limit, subject to a one time exten-
sion, so you’re talking about 180
days, which gets you six months or
so, but it doesn’t achieve much
different that moving these into the
specific use section.”

Residents spoke to dangers of
building a school so close to Gulfton
apartments, due to the gunfire at
night.  Some pointed out there were
already public schools on three
sides, with problems with teenage
drivers so close to the elementary
school kids crossing the street. Mary
Livingstone said she wanted a
smaller high school and said
Bellaire’s 73rd ranking was not that

High School from page 2 impressive.
Shelly Webb of Tamarisk said

she found out very late about the
meeting and did not know what
Technology Research Park meant,
and thought it was a park. Bryan
Wogenstahl urged against apart-
ment dwellers, saying, “They have
a different culture.” Polly McRae
said her parents and she had lived
in Bellaire since 1954 in an original
brick house on Tamarisk. “The
Chevron building is in my back-
yard, everyone in the 10-story build-
ing can see in my backyard,” she
said. “When it started, Gulfton was
a rock road, there were cows on
that property. My mother, Pauline
(who was also in the audience) was
Mayor Pro Tem. The whole point
of Bellaire was the community, and
not a lot of commercial properties.
When Gulf Oil came and those
cows got pushed out, then Fournace
widened. We’re growing so fast
and so large, it’s not good for the
quality of life.  All this would
change if we were to allow a school
or apartments. You’ll increase the
crime that’s already increased.”

Jennifer Hawes wants to keep
the same amount of greenspace and
strike the school or multi-family
unit possibility. “Why does our tiny
community need a huge high
school, could we ask HISD to shrink
the boundaries?” she asked.

“I’m proud that we have the
number of schools we have,” con-
cluded Councilman Pat
McLaughlan. “Bellaire is better for
its schools. I’m just dismayed at the
anger I saw some of our speakers
express toward schools. I heard lots
of misinformation. Property val-
ues are very strong and there is no
problem with values of homes that
are closer to the high school.”

Council voted unanimously to
adopt the ordinance, as a stop-gap
measure requiring greater review
of proposed development. “I was
very pleased with the outcome, as it
affords council the greatest reason-
able opportunity to protect the in-
terests of the city and its residents,
while at the same time affording it
an equal or greater amount of flex-
ibility,” said Pappas. “It’s a win
win for our residents.”

Nov. 21 -22 (Sun. and Mon. before
Thanksgiving) River Oaks Country
Club is having their Holiday Shopping
Boutique, and Hope Thrives was in-
vited to participate. Hope Thrives will
also be at Bellaire’s Holiday in the Park
on Dec. 1.

With a fond and proud smile to
her girls, Mary says, “It was my girls
who came up with the idea of doing
more… I have a mentor who has
always said to me, ‘To those to whom
much has been given, much is ex-
pected.’ And that’s a value that we
try to distill in our daughters, and
have done it for years through com-
munity service… I just watch [Emma
and Claire] and it makes me so happy
that they’re growing into very com-
munity-oriented, self-aware, com-
passionate, empathetic children.”

To buy jewelry from Hope
Thrives online, visit
www.hopethrives.org . Any contri-
butions made online go to each of the
four charities, but you may contact
the Nesbitt family under the Contact
page if you would like your contri-
bution to go to a certain charity.

Hope from page 9


