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Robert “R.J.” Batts – Inventor and CEO 
Anyone who has ever cut their finger while cutting or chopping food may want to thank R.J. Batts, the     

14-year-old inventor of Tip Tough®, a simple and inexpensive way to protect professional chefs and home 

cooks from injury. 

 

When R.J. was 12, he became consumed with the idea that there had to be a way to help his dad, 

professional chef, protect his hands. Bob would often come home with painful cuts and bandaged fingers 

which sometimes kept him out of work.   

 

A year later, 3-D printouts in hand, R.J. was accepted to the Young Entrepreneurs Academy at the 

Salisbury (MD) Area Chamber of Commerce and formed his company Picklehead LLC.  For months he went 

to classes and on field trips after school, learning how to set up a business, find funding, craft a pitch, and 

bring the Tip Tough to market – all while attending middle school and on his school’s soccer team.  

 

In October 2016, R.J. received start-up funding from the Shore Hatchery Competition at Salisbury 

University (beating out grown-ups from 30 businesses) for a Second Place award of $15,000. Then, TEDCo 

awarded Picklehead grant money for the design and prototype phase of the Professional Chef Tip Tough in 

stainless steel. And, in March 2017, R.J. was featured as the youngest inventor at the International Home 

and Housewares Show in Chicago, and was chosen to pitch the Home Shopping Network.  

 

R.J. has a vision: that “Home Chef” Tip Tough – to be made of plastic and available for the 2017 holiday 

season -  will one day be in every kitchen drawer, just like the potato peeler. He has said, “I grew up in an 

area hit hard by the Recession. People think kids don’t notice that stuff, but it’s important to me and my 

family that Tip Toughs are made in the USA, because we want to create local jobs for local people.” 

 

R.J. likes to cook (“I make a mean grilled cheese and love Blue Apron”) and is an expert gamer with more 

than 2000 hours on “Ark.” Now a freshman in high school, he continues to play soccer, is a member of the 

Robotics Club – and is already planning his next two products.  
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Lori Batts – Chief Operating Officer 
Lori Batts knows teenagers. A former teacher and high school principal from Salisbury, Maryland, she 

currently serves as the Supervisor of Guidance and Counseling for Wicomico County (MD) Public 

Schools.  

So, when the bell rings at the end of the day, Lori seamlessly shifts gears and business cards, slipping 

naturally into the role of COO for Picklehead®, her 14-year-old son, R.J. Batt’s company.  

While R.J. handles the innovation side of the business, developing the line of Tip Tough Finger 

Protectors, there are some things he needs an adult to handle, such as trade show registrations, 

manufacturing contracts and credit card purchases. The two work closely together, often telling people 

they “share one brain” when it comes to Picklehead.  

A multi-tasker by nature, Lori graduated Towson University and began a career in broadcast media, 

including serving as the first female D.J. at WHFS, Baltimore’s top alternative rock radio station. She 

returned to school, earning a bachelor of science in elementary education at University of Maryland, a 

master’s in education administration from Salisbury University and completed coursework for a 

doctorate in educational leadership at University of Delaware.  

Married to Bob, in addition to R.J., they have a daughter, Grace, who is eleven years old. They reside in 

Salisbury, Maryland. When asked what she does in her free time, she often laughs.  
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