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Mitch Hanson stands 
in front of a Heidel-

berg Windmill printing 
press. The machines 

are so large, he and his 
partner had to remove 

the building’s front 
windows to get them 

inside their shop.

At a letterpress in Pennsylvania,  
a couple combines old machines and  
new technology to create  
art with texture you can feel.  
Then they go hiking.



For a shoppable list of what Hanson and Pienta are wearing, see page 63.
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M
I T C H  H A N S O N  T U R N S  over the sign  
on the front door to “Closed” and walks to 
the humming 1957 Heidelberg Windmill 
in the back of Somersault Letterpress.  
It’s 6 p.m. in Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania, 
and he and his partner, Amy Pienta, need 
to finish printing a run of greeting cards 

she designed. He checks the ink levels on the letter-
press, how the paper is aligning. He’s sweating under 
the band of his paperboy cap. Amy walks by, watch-
ing her work borne over and over again on the cotton 
paper, one sheet at a time, pressed into the paper so 
you can feel the design in your hands. The design is 
simple now, but it’ll grow with each plate, one color 
after another added with each indent of the press. If 
there’s a mistake in this pass, there’s no way to sal-
vage what comes after it.

 Amy and Mitch met in the commercial printing 
industry. She a designer, he a commercial-press sales 
rep. But they were disappointed with the limits of the 
work. They wanted more control, more beauty. So 
they decided to open their own business. “I told peo-

ple our products would be really good, they’re going 
to take a lot of time, and they’re going to be expen-
sive,” says Mitch.

 It all starts with a sketch from Amy. Maybe a 
handwritten note, phrase, a building in town, drawn 
in pencil, transferred to pen, then perfected with 
modern tools. “We aren’t doing letterpress the tra-
ditional way,” Amy says. “I use my design programs 
like any graphic designer.” She scans her work into  
the computer, incorporating clients’ logos, tweaking, 
perfecting. Then she transfers it to a film they place 
on a photopolymer plate. UV blasts the film, trans-
ferring the design in relief to the printing plate. The 
result is a balance of handmade and efficient. “We 
wanted something not so easily done, but also to stick 
with the fast-paced commercial side,” says Amy.

 For tonight’s project Mitch gets the plate and 
begins to look through rows of bottles of premade 
inks. But nothing is right. He mixes two of them, 
three now. The fourth makes it perfect. Amy’s new-
est design is big, almost to the limits of the paper she 
picked. He would have liked to make it simpler, but she 

has the designer’s eye. He’ll have to make it work. He 
begins to set up the run: “The trick is getting all the 
different stuff just right. The paper size, stock weights, 
pressure, and ink. The machine runs perfectly. If it’s 
wrong, it’s something I’m doing.” Sometimes he’ll 
spend more time setting up than printing.

The community has welcomed the shop. Som-
ersault Letterpress work is everywhere in Jim 
Thorpe—on restaurant menus, business cards, wed-
ding invitations. So, to recharge, they escape where it 
isn’t. “There are hundreds of trails within ten miles 
of here. I like the peace and quiet of being out in the 
woods,” says Mitch. “When you have peace like that  
in your surroundings, it frees you up to be so much 
more artistic,” Amy says.

When letterpress printing was the standard, before 
the prevalence of ink-jet and digital printing in the  
latter half of the 20th century, the goal was to leave  
no indent at all. But now that indent is what sets this 
style apart. The press whirs, the plate pushing ink  
into the paper, creating the perfect small indent. The 
product of their work together.                    —James Lynch

A  /  Amy and Mitch work 
hard to get outside, but 
finding the time while 
running a business can 
be tough. They sneak out 
before or after work,  
or on their one day  
off a week.

B  /  Printing blocks, 
called furniture,  
are used to hold the 
printing plates in place. 
These blocks, from  
Hamilton Manufacturing 
Company, are from the 
1950s and ’60s.

C  /  Jim Thorpe has  
a hopping main street,  
full of tourists and 
places to grab a beer.

D  /  Finding the perfect 
color ink brings the proj-
ect together. It often 

takes a fair bit of mixing 
to get it just right.

E  /  When they’re  
not at the shop, the 
couple keeps busy  
with their three dogs 
and a cat.

F  /  Now that the busi-
ness is more established, 
Amy and Mitch plan on 
making more time to 
explore Jim Thorpe and 
the Northeast. “The  
first six months we 
didn’t take one day off,” 
says Mitch.

G  /  Many of the cards 
and designs in the shop 
come from sketches 
Amy does when she has 
some downtime. “Being 
an artist, you can’t really 
ever turn it off.”
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Amy and 
Mitch set up 
their shop in 
an old brick 

mansion built 
in the 1850s.
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T H E  S H O P P A B L E  L I F E

Darn Tough Hiker 
Micro Crew Socks 

Durable, comfortable 
wool. Lifetime  

guarantee. $22

Topo Designs  
Klettersack 

Backpack
Includes a laptop sleeve 

and an ice-axe loop. 
$169

Topo Designs Trip 
Pack

Sleeker and smaller and 
perfect for a day hike. 

$89

Timberland World 
Hiker Boots

Waterproof leather  
that looks even better 

as you wear it. 
$160

Keen Terradora 
Boots

Flexible and supportive, 
in the woods or  

on the sidewalk. $140

Costa Sarasota 
Sunglasses

Relaxed style with 
polarized lenses.

$250

Fjällräven Abisko 
Trekking Tights 

Through brambles or 
yoga, these tights are 

tough. $175

Lululemon Metal 
Vent Tech Pullover

Insulating. Won’t 
smell if you miss a few 

washes. $98

Lululemon Outpour 
Shell 

Breathable rain and 
wind protection.

$248

Toad & Co Earth-
works Women’s 

Skinny Pants
Organic spandex  

for a slim, flexible fit.
$79

Costa Baffin 
Sunglasses

The frames are made 
from recycled fishing 

nets. $199

Dickies X-Series  
Flex Pants

Unbeatable price, 
stretch comfiness, 

work-wear toughness.
$28

Fisher + Baker  
Lexington Vest 

Sharp three-season 
vest with PrimaLoft.

$298

Fisher + Baker  
Camden Shirt

Cotton and wool  
blend keeps you cool. 

Or warm.
$158

Toad & Co Hillrose 
Women’s Shirt

Made from eucalyptus 
tree fibers. Moisture 

wicking and soft.
$69

Saxx Kinetic 
Underwear

Insanely soft fabric, 
with a central pouch  
for nonstick comfort.

$37

Icebreaker Rush 
Windbreaker

Nylon outside repels 
moisture, merino inside 

keeps you warm.
$190

Thermacell Radius 
Zone Mosquito 

Repellent
No need for bug spray. 

Just push a button.
$50

Icebreaker Tech Lite 
Long Sleeve Crewe

Breathable. Soft.  
Good for any season.

$90

Lululemon ABC 
Classic Pants

Sweat-wicking pants 
with stretch that won’t 
look out of place at the 

office. $128
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