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Grapevine

SPRING, 2022 

Dear Friends of The Vineyard, 

Spring is finally here on our mountain and we’re getting the camp ready for our 39th 
season. The tennis courts are getting resurfaced next week, the pool has being drained, 
patched and painted, each cabin is getting some upgrades, trucks are bringing gravel and 
supplies to the camp—-it’s happening now! 

Enrollment has surpassed the past two years already, Session A is closed and soon 
Session C will also be closed.  The staff has, by and large, been hired, but we are still 
looking for a few special positions (see later in this Grapevine). 

 



ENROLLMENT 
As you may have heard we have a lot 
more campers coming this summer 
than last. Covid and travel 
restrictions cut our attendance almost 
to nothing for two years, but this 
summer the planes are in the air 

again, and campers (and staff) are applying daily,  from: 

USA  
France 
Jamaica 
Kenya 
Mexico 
Nicaragua 
Costa Rica 
Colombia 
Venezuela 
Bolivia 
Zambia 
Ukraine 
Kazakhstan 
Switzerland 
Ghana 

STAFF 
As always, we maintain a 2:1 ratio of campers to staff—-or lower.  We have had far 
more staff apply than we need, but we think that our selection will impress campers and 
parents alike. The staff are either the best staff from last year or staff we selected after an 
involved process of screening, interviewing and referencing.   



Listed below are our staff, as of the printing of this Grapevine. Please note that we are 
still looking for some drivers, cooks, housekeepers and one more nurse. 
ALLE, ANTOINETTE LATTIEBEAUBIERE, ADRIAN

ANDERSON, TAHLIA LATTIEBEAUBIERE, 
EVERTON

ANDREIVA, ANASTASIA LATTIEBEAUBIERE, MELISA

BADENSKOVA, ARINA LEFTAKIS, FAMILY

BALUKH, ZEKHRA LYNCH, DAMIEN

BARLEY, DEAN MARTINEZ, EDGAR

BORJA, REGINA MCLEAN RASHMAR

BROWN, ALICIA MILES, GREG

CARDENAS, JULIA NAIDYCK, LILIA

CARVAJAL, LORENA OVCHARENNKO, VALEIRA

CHALTCOVA, VARCARA PINTO CIFUENTES, JORGE

CHAVARRIA, DAYRIN PINTO, JORGE

CHECHOTINBA, ALISA PONCE, MARCUS

CHIYONKOMA RUTH PRICE, HEATHER

DIXON, ROYAN PROTSKY, MARIANA

ESPINOSA, KEFREN PRYCHEGALINSKAYA, SOFIA

FIRSOVA, ANASTASIA RIVERA, PAULINA

FRANCO, BRYAN RIVERA, SANTIAGO

FRANCO, CHRIS RODRIGUEZ, XIMENA

FRANCO, IVAN SANCHEZ, SERGIO

GARCIA, LORENA SHULL, GEOFF/BETH

GRIDASSOVA, ALINA STREET, ALEX

GUIDA, MARSHALL TEJERA SUAREZ, HADASA,

GUIDA, WAYNE TEMNA, DARIA

HIAME, BRIGHT MILLER VAZQUEZ, LAURA, ABCJK
HONORE, ERIC/
BEATRICE

VYSHNIVSKA, RUSLANA

HOUSLIN, ANDREW YERSHOVA, LIUBOV

HYATT, AMORY YOUSEFF, DAVID

IZMESTIEVA, TETIANA ZEKHRA, BALUKH



 

NEW PUPPIES! 
Since we first opened the camp we’ve always had a dachshund or two.. and a wolf.  
Sadly, we lost Biscuit to heart failure this past February. He was 17 years old and lived a 
very full life…he was greatly loved;  it’s heartbreaking to lose a friend like Biscuit.  We 

KIPKIRUI, GIDEON ZIENTARSKI, JACQUELINE



do, however, have two new dachshund puppies to help carry on the mascot-tradition. 
Both are miniature, long-haired gentlemen—-Abraham and Gabriel.  He hope that they 
become your friends this summer!  

We also still have Jude at camp——an 18 year old dachshund!—-along with Amos, Coco 
and Kalah—the arctic wolf. 
 

VOLUNTEER THIS SUMMER! 
If you are at least eighteen years old and would like to volunteer for a week or more this 
summer, please let us know now. We hope to make up half our staff with volunteers this 
year, so help us fill a place. We will give you meals, lodging, lots of love and the best 
time of your summer! Just call our camp office for a volunteer form. 

Fully 25% of our staff were volunteer cooks, dining hall mangers, store managers, drivers 
and program staff last summer. 

Older folks are our most welcomed helpers!  So regardless of your age or ability, we can 
find a place to use your gifts, talents and experience. 



REGISTRATION 
As this newsletter was being written more than 500 campers that have requested 
placements this summer.  This far more than we had in 2020 and 2021 and is quite 
encouraging.  The international campers are returning, but the number of USA campers 
still represents more than 50% of our campers. 

Most campers attend for two or more weeks, but a child can attend any number of weeks, 
please see below.  And we always help those that cannot afford the normal, or even 
reduced, rates. 

It’s not too late to register, but another Session (B) just filled. Please call today about a 
place! 

A.Full June 5 – 11      B. ___ June 12 – 18         
C. ___June 19 – 25           D. ___June 26 – July 2       
E. ___July 3 – 9           F.  ___July 10 – July 16          
G. ___July 17 – July 23         H. ___July 24 - July 30 
I.  ___ July 31 – August 6                 J.  ___ August 7 –  August 13  
K. ___August 14 -– August 20   L. ___ August 21 –  August 27 

CAMPER-SHIPS AND 
GIFTS-IN-KIND 

CAMPAIGN 

As a non-profit we’re always not in need 
of assistance with campers that cannot 
afford to come to camp and of equipment 
and supplies. Do you have equipment or 
supplies that we could use at our camp? 
We need almost anything associated with 
sports, but also: 

Trucks  
Canoes, kayaks, and small boats 
15 Passenger Vans! 



Ski boat  
Tractor  
Paint and building supplies  
Paintball supplies  
Climbing and hiking gear  
Tents and camping supplies 
Riflery equipment and ammunition 

This year we’re also looking for help from those that 
are able to sponsor young people from Ukraine from 
the USA in need of financial aid—-read more on this 
at the end of this letter. 

The Vineyard Book 
of Devotions 

Many of you already have a copy of Dean’s book of 
daily devotions, but it’s already in its second printing.  
It’s been edited, updated and had a few new 
devotions added. The new edition is a smaller, lighter 
version, and the cost is not only $19.95 and hard 
back is only $24,95. You can still order it from our 
website, Amazon, Barnes and Nobel or Powell Books.  All royalties go directly to the 
camp.  

NEW THIS SUMMER 
1. The tennis courts have been totally resurfaced 

2. Rappelling and Rock climbing 
repairs and renovations are finished! 

3. A new XiRho Tower was 
completed last fall. 

4. You will see a few bull dozers 
and work being done to create some 
new athletic fields! 



Finally… 
We’re all watching in disbelief the disaster that has fallen upon Ukraine, and indeed upon 
Europe as a whole. Who would have thought that Europe would once again see such utter 
madness and the total destruction of cities?  At this point over 3,500,000 have fled for 
their lives from Ukraine—-that would represent nearly every citizen in Los Angeles! 

Putin will fail and Europe will be better because of this—-and perhaps this will silence 
some of the utterly insane international and domestics policies of USA also. This invasion 
showed that there are many things good about our nation—and our allies in Europe—but 
also cowardice and a lack of gratitude for God’s blessing in our democracy.  I pray that 
hearts might be changed now. 

There’s been an outpouring of opportunities to send money to organizations that are 
promising to help the refugees, the displaced, the orphans, et al, from Ukraine. 
Sometimes it’s hard to know who to trust.   But rather than simply complain or wring my 
hands about we should be doing to help, we’ve decided to do something a bit more direct 
here at our camp. 

As some of you know, The Vineyard is a Sponsoring Agency of the United States 
Department of State. With our status we are able to issue the proper papers (DS2019 
documents) for summer work visas. We do not need any more foreign staff this summer, 
but we interviewed many Ukrainians this past fall, prior the the Russian invasion, hoping 
to hire a few—-the Ukraine staff have been excellent in the past. 

At this point none of the male applicants can come—they have all volunteered or have 
been conscripted to serve in the Ukraine army. But the female applicants are able to come
—-and are most anxious to attend if at all possible this summer. They’re been forced to 
leave their homes, along with their mothers and younger siblings, as their fathers, adult 
brothers and boy-friends are courageously fighting to protect their country. 



We have issued thirteen documents to help 
these Christian young women to come to our 
camp.  We wish we could accept more, but 
time does not permit.  We have until March 
25 to get these ladies their visas from U.S. 
Embassies in Poland, Germany, Turkey or 
Kazakhstan—-the nations to which they have 
fled. 

The point of this blog is to request your 
support in one of four ways (and I rarely do 
this in my blogs—but the need is great…) 

1. Pray that these documents arrive on time for these girls.  We have a very short 
window to schedule the final interview with the embassies in Eastern Europe.  Please also 
pray 
 that the Embassies are favorably disposed towards the Ukrainians—-they would be a 
blessing to us and we hope to bless them when they come. 
2. Consider “adopting” one or two of these staff, if you live near us, on their night or 
day off. They will be quite lonesome for a home and some tender encouragement from a 
compassionate family after all they’ve experienced. 
3. Assist us with their visa documents. It will cost us $550 per staff. 
4. Consider a special gift to cover a part of their summer salary.  Under this program 
I must pay them the same fee I pay any other staff.  Again, we don’t need these ladies this 
summer, but we are stepping out in faith that others will support us by helping to fund 
their summer salary—-only $225/week—-the camp will cover meals, lodging, insurance 
and ground transportation. 

This is a lot to take in, perhaps, but we believe that their testimony will inspire others to 
help, and I am certain that our “love-in-action” will resonate across their communities 
when they return home. 

Please contact our camp if you have questions or want to help a Ukrainian staff this 
summer. 



The Vineyard 
Camp and Retreat 
Center  
1945 Vineyard 
Road 
Westfield, NC 
27053 
336 351 2070 

1

    



www.vineyardcamp.com 

Members of our Board 
Dean Barley, Chairman  Dr. Wayne Guida, Vice Chair 
Tommy Walker, Treasurer  Chris Leftakis, Secretary 
Chris Clark    Carson Norcross 
Mark Norcross 


