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James 5:16 (ESV) 
16”…The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 
working.” 



Pray About It  
James 5:16b   
"The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective."  
  
WHEN SHOULD I PRAY?   
  
1. When I’m hurting because of ________________ Problems  
  
James 5:13 (NLT)
13 Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray. Are any of you happy? You should sing 
praises.
  

a)  If you are ________________ Hard Ships … ________________ 

b) If you are ________________ … __________________________ 

2. When I’m hurting because of ________________ Problems 
  
James 5:14–15 (NLT)
14 Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and pray over you, 
anointing you with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 Such a prayer offered in faith will heal the 
sick, and the Lord will make you well. And if you have committed any sins, you will be forgiven.

A. God’s purposes “For” sickness   

1) ________________________________________________ 

John 11:3–4 (NLT)
3 So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is very sick.” 4 
But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No, it 
happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will receive glory from this.”

John 9:1–3 (NLT)
1 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 2 “Rabbi,” his 
disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his 
parents’ sins?” 3 “It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This 
happened so the power of God could be seen in him. 
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2) ________________________________________________  

1 Corinthians 5:3–5 (NLT)
3 Even though I am not with you in person, I am with you in the Spirit. And as though I were 
there, I have already passed judgment on this man 4 in the name of the Lord Jesus. You must 
call a meeting of the church. I will be present with you in spirit, and so will the power of our 
Lord Jesus. 5 Then you must throw this man out and hand him over to Satan so that his sinful 
nature will be destroyed and he himself will be saved on the day the Lord returns.

1 Corinthians 11:27–32 (NLT)
27 So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord unworthily is guilty of sinning 
against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 That is why you should examine yourself before 
eating the bread and drinking the cup. 29 For if you eat the bread or drink the cup without 
honoring the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon yourself. 30 That 
is why many of you are weak and sick and some have even died. 31 But if we would examine 
ourselves, we would not be judged by God in this way. 32 Yet when we are judged by the Lord, 
we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned along with the world.

3) ________________________________________________ 

2 Corinthians 5:1–5 (NLT)
1 For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and 
leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God 
himself and not by human hands. 2 We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put 
on our heavenly bodies like new clothing. 3 For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not be 
spirits without bodies. 4 While we live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it’s not 
that we want to die and get rid of these bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our 
new bodies so that these dying bodies will be swallowed up by life. 5 God himself has prepared 
us for this, and as a guarantee he has given us his Holy Spirit.

B. Contemporary attitudes toward Faith & healing  

1) ________________________________  
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2) ________________________________  

3) ________________________________  

4) ________________________________  

5) ________________________________  
  
3. When I’m hurting because of _______________________ Problems 

James 5:16 (ESV)
16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

WHAT KIND OF PERSON CAN PRAY? ________________________________  

James 5:17 (ESV)
17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, 
and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth.

See references: 1 Kings 19:1-10; 18:42-45  

HOW CAN I PRAY EFFECTIVELY?   
  
1. ________________________________________________  
  
James 4:2 (ESV)
2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.

2. ________________________________________________  
   
James 4:3 (ESV)
3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.
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3. ________________________________________________  
  
James 5:16 (ESV)
16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

Psalm 66:18 (ESV)
18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.

Proverbs 28:9 (ESV)
9 If one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination.

Isaiah 59:2 (ESV)
2 but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have 
hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.

4. ________________________________________________  
  
James 1:6 (ESV)
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that 
is driven and tossed by the wind.
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