
 Deborah 
 The Original 
Queen Bee 

(Judges 4 & 5)
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BEYONCE TRANSFORMATION

Single Lady
Girl Group

Singer-Dance-Performer
Wife and Mother 

Actress-Spokesperson
Entrepreneur-Social 

Justice Advocate-Leader
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Song of the Year (Duet of Year)
Judges 5:  1 On that day, Deborah and Barak son of 
Abinoam sang: 2 “When the leaders in Israel lead, when the 
people freely volunteer, bless the LORD! 3 “Hear, O kings! 
Listen, O rulers!  I will sing to the LORD; I will sing praise to 
the LORD God of Israel.4 “LORD, when You went out from 
Seir, when You marched from the land of Edom, the ground 
shook and the skies poured, indeed, the dense clouds 
poured water.
5 The mountains quaked before the LORD, this very Sinai, 
before the LORD God of Israel.
 Deborah warns all God’s enemies, with 
praises to the Israelite volunteer army to 
liberate their people from Canaanite militia 
with God causing earthquake & rain
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Song of the Year

5:6b…main roads were abandoned and travelers used 
roundabout paths. 7 Village life ceased until I, Deborah, 
arose; I arose like a mother in Israel.8 They were 
choosing new gods, and warfare was at the city gates, 
but not a shield or spear was to be seen among forty 
thousand in Israel. 9 My heart is with the rulers of Israel 
who offered themselves willingly among the people. Bless 
the LORD!...12 Awake, Deborah! Sing a song! Stand up, 
Barak and capture your prisoners!
 God called a wife/mother during times 
Canaanite plunder & war with no weapons 
among 40,000 Israelites, but only Yaweh faith 
for volunteer Israelite soldiers; God gives 
Deborah the leadership orders to encourage 
Barak to capture Canaanites ‘weaponless’
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Song of the Year

Judges5:6b…main roads were abandoned and 
travelers used roundabout paths. 7 Village life ceased 
until I, Deborah, arose; I arose like a mother in 
Israel.8 They were choosing new gods, and 
warfare was at the city gates, but not a shield or spear 
was to be seen among forty thousand in Israel. 9 My 
heart is with the rulers of Israel who offered 
themselves willingly among the people. Bless 
the LORD!...12 Awake, Deborah! Sing a song! 

Melenneials, Gen Z, and Gen Alpha
 WHAT MODERN BEYONCE SACRED SONG 

WOULD A MODERN QUEEN BEE SING? 6



Song of the Year
1) Lord You Run the World                           
2) Lord You Are Never a Beautiful Liar
3) Best Thing We’ve Ever Had
4) Crazy in Love With You God
5) Countdown to Victory
6) Lord You’re  Not Irreplaceable
7) I’m a Survivor
8) Thank God I’m Not a Boy
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Song of the Year
09) I’ve Got a Halo Angels Can’t Sing About
10) Lord You’ve Presented Me “Flawless”
11) 1 + 1 I am a Friend of God
12) I Am Glad I’m in the Body
13) Lord You Upgraded Me
14) God’s Soldiers Get in Formation
15) Say God’s Say God’s Name
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The Book of Judges (Shaphat)

21 chapters 

1380-1050 B.C. (300-350 years)

Chapter Two: Israel’s repeated cycle

*worship false gods, get sold to 
another people, cry out/repent, God 

delivers thru judge-savior, 
peace/rest 
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Sin/Servitude-Sorrow-Supply-Save

Rebel-Retribution-Repent-Restore
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12 Judges (Major & Minor)
Othniel-MajorJair-Minor
Ehud-Major Jephthah-Major
Shamgar-Minor Ibzan-Minor
Deborah-Major Elon-Minor
Gideon-Major      Abdon-Minor
Tola-Minor Samson-Major
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 *Imperfect legislative, judicial, 
spiritual, executive, military, 
economic, political rulers
 *Spirit would come upon them for 
work
 *Dark portion of the Bible (Judges 
in 7 minutes); Every man sought to 
do what is right in his own eyes
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=k_P8cMpAd8Y
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 *Joshua was appointed by God to lead 
Israel into Canaanite controlled Promised 
Land as Moses’ successor (Deut 31)

 *Joshua died with no successor, why: God 
was in charge (theocracy) and He wanted 
them to depend on HIM 

 *Joshua’s farewell address, he warns Israel 
to serve God alone, but Judges 2:10 says 
another generation grew up who did not 
know the Lord!”; good is Israel had no king
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Sanctification (Set Apart OT and NT)

Deut 7:1-6 “When the Lord your God brings 
you into the land….you shall conquer them 
and utterly destroy them..make no covenant 
nor show mercy…no marriages….For you are 
a holy people to the Lord; the Lord has chosen 
you to be a people for Himself….”

Ex 23:27-32 “I will send My fear before you, I 
will cause confusion among all the people to 
whom you come, and will make all your 
enemies turn their backs to you. And I will 
send hornets before you, which shall drive 
[THEM] out…”
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Ex 23:22-24, “But if you indeed obey His 
voice and do all that I speak, then I will be 
an enemy to your enemies and an 
adversary to your adversaries.  For my 
Angel will go before you and bring you in 
to the ‘ites’; and I will cut them off…”

II Cor 6:14-18, “Do not be unequally yoked 
together with Unbelivers. For what 
fellowship has righteousness with 
lawlessness?  What communion has light 
with darkness?...”

15



Deut 9;3-5, “Understand today that the 
Lord your God is He who goes over before 
you as a consuming fire.  He will destroy 
them down before you, so you shall drive 
them out and destroy them quickly…”

Deut 12:2-4, “You shall utterly destroy all 
the places where the nations which you 
shall dispossess served their gods, on high 
mountains and hills and under every green 
tree…”
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Ex 34:14-15, “For you shall worship no 
other god, for the LORD whose name is 
jealous is a jealous God…”
Deut 20;1-18 “But of the cities of these 
peoples which the Lord your God gives you 
as an inheritance, you shall let nothing 
that breathes remain alive, but you shall 
utterly destroy them: the ites….”
Judges 1:27, “However Manasseh did not 
drive out the inhabitants of Beth Shean 
and its villages….for the Canaanites were 
determined to dwell in that land.” 

17



 *Chapter 1 failure to drive out heathens

 *Chapter 2 Israel moved next to enemy causing 
the sin cycle

 Chapter 3 Othniel and Ehud

 Chapter 4 & 5 Deborah 

 Chapter 6-9 Gideon

 Chapter 10-12 Jephthah

 Chapter 13-16 Samson

 Chapter 17-18 Stories: Micah

 Chapter 19-21 Stories: Civil War in Israel
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 The longest period of peace 
recorded in Judges is 80 years 
between Judge Ehud and Judge 
Deborah (Judges 3:30) and 
today will be 1225 B.C. as that 
period of peace (prosperity) 
comes to an end
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 So Deborah lived in Alexandria, 

 Sisera in Shreveport (Israel) 

 With Judah (LC, Lafa,BR, NO)
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Judges 4:1When Ehud was dead, the 
children of Israel once more did what was 
evil in the sight of the LORD.  

*Did evil is written 7x in Judges and this is 
the 4th instance since Judges 2:11 so this is 
the 3rd sin cycle

*Judges 3:7 (1st sin cycle) speaks of 
idolatry of other God’s they should have 
destroyed or banished…
*Judge Ehud in Judges 3:12-30 and Judge 
Shamgar in 3:31 leads to 3rd sin cycle
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Judges 4:2 The LORD sold them into the hands of 
King Jabin (the wise; discerner) of Canaan, who 
ruled in Hazor (8 miles north of Galilee Sea that 
Joshua & Naphtali Tribe failed to destroy  175 
years earlier in Joshua 11:10-14). The 
commander of his army was Sisera (fast horse). 
He lived in Harosheth Haggoyim (30 miles 
south of Hazor on Kishon River). 3 The children 
of Israel cried out to the LORD, for Sisera had 
900 iron & wood chariots and had forcefully 
oppressed (taxed, stolen crops, bullied) the 
children of Israel for 20 years.
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 Judges 4:4 Now Deborah, the wife of Lappidoth, was 
a prophetess. She judged Israel at that time.  5 She 
would sit under the palm tree of Deborah between 
Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim. The 
children of Israel would go up to her for her to 
render judgment.

 *Role of Wife “Torches” ; kept temple candles lit

 *Mouthpiece of God; did not say she preached (joins 
the rank of Anna, Huldah, Miriam, Isaiah’s wife)

 *Constable, magistrate, judge, judicial law 
interpreter

 *Courthouse (had her name on the building while 
she was living) in the shade of the hill country in land 
owned by tribe of Benjamin
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Leadership Traits of Deborah:A Mother of Israel

1)Courage during calm and difficult times 

2)Served with informed wisdom and 
knowledge

3) Supported God’s called to be leaders

4) Trusted by those who believed in her vision

5) Direct but tactful and classy

6) Confident and bold when needed

7) Did not seek glory (humble)
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 Judges 4:6 She sent for Barak son of 
Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and 
said to him, “The LORD God of Israel 
commands you, ‘Go and deploy troops at 
Mount Tabor, and take ten thousand men 
from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun 
with you. 7 I will draw Sisera, the 
commander of the army of Jabin, with his 
chariots and large army to you at the 
River Kishon and give him into your 
hands.’ ”
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 *Deborah sends for Barak (to shine, lightning) 
the son of Abinoam (Father of Pleasantness or 
My Father is Delight) to tell him take 10,000 
men specifically from Naphtali and Zebulun 
with a specific route 50 miles to north/11 miles 
east of Galilee Sea up to Mount Tabor (upside 
down teacup)

 *The Lord, through Deborah, tells Barak that HE 
himself will lead Sisera and troops and chariots 
to Kishon River and I will give Sisera to you [hilly 
area is worst area of chariots]
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 Judges 4:8 Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, 
then I will go, but if you will not go with me, then I will 
not go.”
 *It could be he wanted Deborah with him if more 
instruction would be given, or her reputation as a 
leader, or lack of courage against chariots & Sisera
 *Hebrews 11:32 Barak is on Wall of Faith"How much more 
do I need to say? It would take too long to recount the 
stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
David, Samuel, and all the prophets.“
 *I Samuel 12:11 Then the LORD sent 
Jerub-Baal, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel, and he delivered 
you from the hands of your enemies all around you, so that 
you lived in safety.
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 Judges 4:9 She said, “I will indeed go with you. 
However, the way you are going will gain you no 
glory, for the LORD will deliver Sisera into the hand 
of a woman.” Then Deborah got up and went with 
Barak to Kedesh. 

 *Notice Deborah does not demasculizes, a man God 
chose, nor refuses his request but gives him the 
ramifications of his choice

 *If I go with you to battle, you won’t get 100% credit 
as the leader

 *Even she did not know, the results of what would 
happen, just Sisera would be given to hands of a 
woman..nothing says she did/not know!!!!!
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 Judges 4:10 Barak called Zebulun and 
Naphtali to Kedesh. Ten thousand men 
went up on foot with him, and Deborah 
went up with him also.

 *Barak chose men from the two tribes 
(would not call attention) [Ephraim, 
Benjamin, and Issachar went too] who 
had been misused but Deborah’ Hit says 
some tribes refused to help (not involved, 
not my fight)
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Song of the Year

 Judges 5:13 “The survivors came down to the nobles; the 
people of the LORD came down for me against the 
mighty.14 Some came from Ephraim, whose roots were in 
Amalek, following you, Benjamin, with your people. From 
Makir rulers came down, and from Zebulun those who carry 
the staff of a scribe. 15 The princes of Issachar were with 
Deborah, and Issachar was with Barak; they were sent into 
the valley on foot. Among the clans of Reuben there was 
great resolve of heart.
 *Deborah speaks of Barak’ troop 
volunteers of 10,000 from Ephraim (her 
hometown), Benjamin, Issachar to help 
Zebulun & Naphtali.
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Song of the Year

 5 16 Why do you sit among the sheepfolds to hear 
playing of pipes for the flocks? In the clans of Reuben 
there was much searching of heart. 17 Gilead stayed 
beyond the Jordan. As for Dan, why did he stay with the 
ships? Asher stayed by the seacoast and settled by its 
bays. 18 Zebulun is a people who risked their lives to 
the point of death, Naphtali also, on the heights of the 
battlefield.
 *She sings/poetry of the half hearted or 
no hearted, Reuben, Dan, and Asher but 
praises Zebulun & Naphtali

31



32



 Judges:4 11 Now Heber the Kenite had moved away from 
the Kenites, who were descendants of Hobab, Moses’ 
father-in-law. He pitched his tent at the oak in Zaanannim, 
near Kedesh.12 Then they told Sisera that Barak son of 
Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor. 13 So Sisera 
summoned all his 900 iron chariots and all the people with 
him, from Harosheth Haggoyim to the River Kishon.
 *Heber, the Kenite, from a wandering sect 
of gypsy Yaweh believing Ethiopians 
descended from Jethro/Reuel, Moses’ 
father-in-law, just so happened to be near 
Kedesh; Kenites were friendly with both 
Israel & Canaan, but he just happened to 
tell Sisera what he needed ’10,000 at Mt. 
Tabor’ so that was needed to spark 
Sisera’s (fast horse) ego
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 Judges 4:14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Get up, for this 
is the day that the LORD has given Sisera into your 
hands. Has not the LORD gone out before you?” So 
Barak went down from Mount Tabor with 10,000 men 
behind him. 15 The LORD routed Sisera and all of his 
chariots and all of his army with the edge of the sword 
in front of Barak. Sisera dismounted his chariot and fled 
on foot.

 *God spoke to Deborah and Deborah knew 
the ‘when’ of battle..get up and Barak 
listened going down the mount with the 
Lord’s sword killing Sisera’s army leaving 
only Sisera
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 Judges 4:16 Barak chased after the chariots and the army 
as far as Harosheth Haggoyim. The whole army of Sisera 
fell by the edge of the sword. Not a single man 
survived. 17 Sisera fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the 
wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was peace between 
King Jabin of Hazor and the family of Heber the Kenite.

 *Heber was not at home at time, but his 
black wife Yael was to receive the tired, 
thirsty, hungry lone General who was 
friendly to the Kenites, but she (taught by 
her black husband) truly to be loyal to the 
God of Moses!

 *Yael had been taught compromise, 
peace, greater interest
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 Song (Duet) of the Year

 Judges 5: 19 “Kings came to wage war. The kings of Canaan 
waged war in Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo; they took 
no money as profit. 20 From the heavens the stars fought, 
from their courses they fought against Sisera. 21 The torrent 
of Kishon swept them away, that ancient torrent, the torrent 
of Kishon. My soul, march on in strength! 22 Then horses’ 
hooves pounded, the galloping, galloping of his steeds….
 *Deborah sings/writes of the battle in 
which the angelic hosts assisted even in 
the nature elements of water, wind, earth, 
and fire to affect the chariots & horses of 
Canaan
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 IN 
THE 

MEANWHILE
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 Judges 4 18 Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him, 
“Turn aside, my lord. Turn aside to me. Do not be 
afraid.” So he turned aside to her into the tent, and she 
covered him with a rug.19 He said to her, “Please give me 
a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.” So she opened a 
leather milk container, gave it to him to drink, and 
covered him.20 He said to her, “Stand in the entrance to 
the tent, and if anyone comes and asks you, ‘Is there a 
man here?’ then you say, ‘No.’ ”
 *With her feminine & aggressive CHARM, 
in the absence of her hubby, Yael 
convinced Sisera to rest, drink some 
goat’s milk and bed sheets and Sisera told 
her what to say if someone came looking 
for him 
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 Judges 4: 21 Then Jael (Yael) the wife of Heber, the Kenite  
took a tent peg and a hammer in her hand and went quietly 
to him, for he was fast asleep and tired. She drove the tent 
peg into his temple, and it went down into the ground, so he 
died.22 Now as Barak had been chasing Sisera, Jael came 
out to meet him and said, “Come, and I will show you the 
man whom you seek.” When he came in, there was Sisera 
fallen dead with a tent peg in his temple.
 *Kenites were Ethiopian/Midian gypsy type 
Yaweh believers who traveled as 
tent-dwellers; descended from Moses’ 
father-in-law Reuel/Jethro; loyal to Jews 
and loyal to Canaanites/Jabin/Sisera

 *The desert goat lady used her quiet 
charm for Godly purpose; 
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Song of the Year

 Judges 5: 24 “Most blessed of women is Jael, the wife of 
Heber the Kenite, most blessed of tent-dwelling women. 
25 He asked for water, she gave him milk. In a magnificent 
bowl she brought cream. 26 Her hand on a tent peg, her right 
hand on a workman’s hammer; she struck Sisera, she 
crushed his skull, she shattered and pierced his 
temple.27 Between her feet he sank, he fell, he lay; between 
her feet he sank, he fell; where he sank, there he fell, 
overpowered.
 *Yael/Jael is given the rank like Mary, 
blessed among women, using the 
resources she had-kitchen milk/curd and 
tent peg & hammer (women’s work) with a 
Holy Ghost inspired one blow to death; 
notice the Bee Woman uplifts the Goat 
Woman
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 Judges 4 23 So God humbled 
King Jabin of Canaan before 
the children of Israel that 
day. 24 The children of Israel 
grew more and more 
powerful over King Jabin of 
Canaan until he was no 
more.
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 Song of the Year

 5 28 “The mother of Sisera looked through the window, and 
cried out through the lattice,‘Why is his chariot so late? Why 
is the sound of his war chariots so delayed?” 29 Her wise 
attendants answered her, indeed, she replied to herself,
30 ‘Are they not finding and dividing the spoils: a girl or two 
for each man; dyed garments as plunder for Sisera, dyed and 
embroidered garments, two pieces of dyed embroidery for 
the neck of the looter?’ 31 “May all Your enemies perish like 
this, O LORD! But may those who love Him rise like the sun 
when it rises in full strength.” Then the land was at peace for 
40 years.
 *The ultimate insult, ‘your mama’ who is a 3rd women in 
today’s story, who reared an immoral but brave son who died 
by the sword-money, women, clothes, things, jewelry!
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 Law-Judges-Kings-Prophets 
(God’s People Called Israel to 
a land of milk and honey) 
Points to Gospel & Grace 
(God’s Chosen People Called 
the Church

 Sweeter than Honey in a 
HoneyComb!

44



 Ps 19:9 The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The 
decrees of the LORD are firm,and all of them are righteous.

 10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold;
they are sweeter than honey,than honey from the 
honeycomb.
11 By them your servant is warned;in keeping them there is 
great reward.
12 But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden 
faults.
13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule 
over me.Then I will be blameless, innocent of great 
transgression.
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                              Psalm Tree of Deborah 

▪Victory, Military Triumph, Peace, Plenty,                    
Grace,  Majesty, Eternal Life, Equity, Fair Justice

•Jesus entered Jerusalem on the 1st day of Week (Zech 
9:9-10) riding a donkey with palms waved and laid on 
road to celebrate the King of Kings! (Hosanna-I beg you 
to save or please deliver us)

•Palm Tree (30-65 feet tall) with one bud for growth in 
which tree leaves (fronds/branches) grow from the tree 
top (crown) resembling umbrella; evergreen

•Honey was not always produced by bees, but rather 
syrup preserved from the dates of the palm tree
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 TEN QUESTIONS
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 TEN QUESTIONS

 __  1.  Which is NOT associated with light?
A) Lappidoth
B) Yael
C) Deborah
D) Barak
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 TEN QUESTIONS

 __  2.  Which is the LEAST correct to 
describe the cyclical pattern of the period 
of Judges?

 A) rebellion-retribution-repent-restore

 B) recession-depression-expand-prosper

 C) sin-slavery-supply-salvation

 D) peace-war-sin-forgiveness

 E) monarchy-judiciary-anarchy-theocracy
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 TEN QUESTIONS

 __  3. Which trait of Deborah is LEAST 
seen in Deborah’s Song of Judges Chapter 
4 and Chapter 5?

 A) Wife & Mother

 B) Poet & Duet Partner

 C) Military Strategist

 D) Pulpit Minister

 E) Small Claims Court Judge
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 TEN QUESTIONS

 __  and __ 4. Which TWO are the most 
inaccurate of the character of Barak?

 A) weak, indecisive, henpecked 

 B) man of faith in God

 C) glory & honor seeker

 D) man of bravery and action
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 TEN QUESTIONS

 __  5. Which tribe did nothing to help 
their fellow Israelites battle the 
Canaanites at Mount Tabor?

 A) Zebulun

 B) Dan

 C) Napthali

 D) Benjamin
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 TEN QUESTIONS

 __  6. Who was in control of the battle at 
Mt. Tabor at all times?

 A) Deborah 

 B) Sisera

 C) Barak

 D) Yaweh

 E) Joshua

 F) Jabin
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 TEN QUESTIONS

 __  7. Which is NOT associated with the 
Kenite descendants of Jethro, Moses’ 
father-in-law?

 A) Yael

 B) Jael

 C) Heber

 D) Barak
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 TEN QUESTIONS

 __  8.  Which did not happen in the 
Israelite victory over Canaanite at Mt. 
Tabor?

 A) Jabin was killed by Jael

 B) 900 Chariots were stuck in rain & hills

 C) Canaanites were killed by Israel

 D) Earthquakes
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 TEN QUESTIONS

 __  9.  How many times in Judges 4 did 
women receive credit that was designed 
for Barak?  

 A) Zero

 B) One

 C) Two
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 TEN QUESTIONS

 __  10.  Which woman represented the 
hard working wife and mother who 
selects to be a home-maker whose 
resources can save humanity?

 A) Deborah, the bee

 B) Sisera’s Mother

 C) Yael, the goat mother
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As a Teacher I Had to Repent
*Deborah Anointing-calling to a 
greater purpose than the 
tradition/biases set forth as barriers
*De-masculine men (Barak, Sisera, 
Heber, or Lappodith) to place women 
in leadership, according to the WORD, 
where God has assigned i.e. don’t 
have to make men weak to make 
women stronger
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