
This is my “Schoolhouse” handout for creating a circle, square 

and oval Mariner’s Compass.   

 

Each compass used the Ultimate Stencils’ grids that provide the 

perfect angles to create these designs.  The circle/square are sold 

together and the Ovals are sold separately. 

 

This handout is a “rough sketch” of sorts with photos being 

taken as I go, no editing on the photos was done, etc.  This is not 

polished and pretty as my other handbooks are! 

 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to get in touch 

with me.  Just click Contact Us on my website home page. 

 

www.cindyneedham.com 
 

      Thank you!  Cindy 



 

CIRCLE MARINER’S COMPASS 

 

I start with the circle Ultimate Stencil.  A little 

hard to see here. 

I start by marking my main lines first.  These  

represent the bigger blades of the Compass.  I took 

my lines all the way to the very outside circle  

because I want the Compass large.  You can make 

your Compass any size you wish. 

The Compass typically has a small base and long 

blades.  Using the  lines on the stencil, I marked 

where the base of the blades will extend from.   



 

I removed the stencil.  I took my ruler and 

lined up the edge with the tip of the blade 

down to the base.  I repeated this all the way 

around. 

Now it’s time to add another set of 

blades.  I marked my lines using the  

stencil.  I took this line out as far as I 

wanted. 

 

I determined what the size of the base 

will be and made a mark all the way 

around. 

I connected the dots at the base with 

the end of the line to create new blades. 



 

This is the rough sketch of what my circle Mariner’s Compass will look like!  

There is no limit to how many blades you add, what the length of those blades 

will be, etc.  I also used the outside circles on the stencil to create the circle  

border.  I could add more circles inside if I wished using the stencil. 



 

SQUARE MARINER’S COMPASS 

 

I started with the square Ultimate  

Stencil.  A little hard to see here! 

I marked the main lines for the 

large blades of the Compass.   

I marked where I wanted the base of 

the blades to be.  Again, the  

Compass typically has small bases 

and longer blades.   



 

I removed the stencil and used my 

ruler to connect the base of the blades 

to the tip.  I repeated this all the way 

around.   

This is where things can get a little tricky with 

the square.  If I made a mark where I want 

these blade bases to be I end up with one side 

of the base longer than the other.   

 

It doesn’t look bad but it’s not the look that I 

wanted.   



 

I decided to measure out where I wanted 

my bases to be.  In this case it ended up 

being 1”.   

 

I made a dot at my 1” distance all the 

way around and then connected the base 

to the tip. 

I’m much happier with the bases all 

being the same size!   My OCD 

kicks in now and then.    



 

OVAL MARINER’S COMPASS 

 

Ovals are a different animal.  They’re difficult to 

draft and a bit more difficult to work with.  I have a 

fat oval and a narrow oval Ultimate Stencil sold as 

a set and use them constantly.  No more drafting 

ovals!!!! 

 

I drew the outside line of where I want my  

Compass to extend to. 

I drew the lines for the main blades of the 

Compass. 

Because the oval is a “different animal” I’m 

unable to mark my blade bases off of the 

stencil.  They would come out wonky just 

like the square.  I made a mark with my ruler 

all the way around so it was consistent.   



 

The dots were connected to the tips.  I 

marked the lines for my next set of 

blades.   

I repeated the same process using my 

ruler to measure out and mark the bases.  

I connected the dots to the tips.   



 

Wha La!  Now I have a perfect oval 

shaped Mariner’s Compass in just a  

matter of minutes. 


