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Our mission:  Learn from the past, so we can plan 
better for the future, while living in the present - 
with style. 

In This Issue

-  Upcoming Fun Events
 - Renaissance Faire
 - Bug Faire
-  The Science of Boiled Leather
-  Education Programs 
-  Host events at Explorers’       
    Emporium



The Original Renaissance Pleasure Faire

The Renaissance Pleasure Faire occurs on weekends for more than a month.  It has 13 stages with a variety of 
entertainment all day long; in addition to a fully armored joust, the Queen’s Court, Artisan’s Marketplace, food, 
games, and fun!

Please visit the link below for a more information:

http://www.renfair.com/socal/ 
Saturdays & Sundays April 9 thru May 22, 2016
Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area
15501 E. Arrow Highway • Irwindale, CA

30th Annual Bug Fair

The Los Angeles County Natural History Museum will be hosting its 
30th annual bug fair.  The weekend will be full of exhibitors, exotic 
insect collections, bug related products like silk or honey, artwork, bug 
cook-offs, performances, hunts, and more.  

Please visit the link below for a more detailed list of events:
http://www.nhm.org/site/activities-programs/bug-fair 
Street address: 900 Exposition Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90007
Phone: (213) 763-DINO

Planning for your next Renaissance Faire, LARP, cosplay, or 
costume event?

Be sure to check us out! We offer outfits that fit a range of themes: 
           Renaissance        Pirate           Medieval      Steampunk

Or add your own personal touch by crafting the  perfect piece at one of our 
monthly leather crafting workshops!  Check our calendar online to see what’s 
up next.
      Belt and Frog  Gauntlets and Bracers 
      Cuirass  Shoulder Guard
      Greaves   and more! 

Fun and Exciting Events on the Horizon



Support Local Science and 
Research

Science is how we understand 
the world around us.  We can 
learn how organisms behave, how 
things can fly, what medicines 
treat a disease, how chemicals   
react in our atmosphere, and 
what the prehistoric world looked 
like.

Explorers’ Emporium  encourages 
the community to support local 
scientists and the work they do.  
Check out our newsletter every 
month to find out about local 
scientists, current events, and fun 
science facts.

Boiling Leather

Boiled leather or cuir bouilli was historically used to make armor and 
can be used in role-playing reconstructions of both historical and   
fantasy armor.  

Boiled leather is created by taking pieces of thick leather and soaking 
in hot water (temperatures greater than 75oC or 167oF).  It is interest-
ing to note that the water isn’t actually boiling.  A chemical change 
takes place that results in the leather becoming hard when it cools 
back down.  The leather is then laid on a mold to create the shape of 
the cuirass or chest piece.  The leather shrinks slightly so it is typically 
cut to be slightly larger.  Decorations are then attached to it, since the 
shrinking of the leather can damage tooling and embroidery.  

Once the leather dries it is hard and inflexible makinging it great 
protection against blunt and some piercing weapons.  Interestingly; 
boiled leather, while hard is easier to cut with a sword or knife than 
softer leather of the same thickness.  The longer the leather is boiled 
the harder it is and the more vulnerable it is against cutting weapons.    
Cloth, softer leather, or chain shirt is worn underneath to protect 
against cutting weapons.    

Today, an alternative to boiling leather is the baking it.  The leather 
is soaked with water and then placed in the oven at a temperature 
between 77oC (170oF) and 88oC  (190oF).  It is laid on a wood cooking 
plate to keep the metal from leaving scotch marks.  The end result is 
the same as the first process but with less shrinking.  

Science of Leather Crafting

Fossil Replicas

Gems and Geodes

Test Tubes

Models and Dioramas

Explorers’ Emporium has a range 
of items  to help you make any 
class project a great success! 

Visit us today!



Gaming Events 

Casual Magic the Gathering Tournaments 
Every Friday at 4pm

Dungeons and Dragons Encounters 
Every Wednesday at 4pm

Need a place to game?  Visit us to find out more 
about hosting a gaming event at Explorers 
Emporium.

Archery
Board Games

Crafting
Dinosaurs
Dioramas

Dungeons and Dragons
Pathfinder

LARPing
Magic the Gathering

Science Supplies
Spiritual

Steampunk
Toys

And more!

For more information about our services and products give us a call or come visit at:
Explorers’ Emporium 

Explorers’ Emporium, Inc.
5766 E. Los Angeles Ave
Simi Valley, CA 93063

www.explorersemporium.com
explorersemporium@outlook.com
(805) 791-3002

Located off of Yosemite Ave and Los Angeles Ave behind Carl’s Jr.  

Explorers’ Emporium Science Supplies and 
Workshops

Explorers’ Emporium offers a range of  science 
workshops!  Come visit us every Thursday to see 
what exciting experiment we are conducting!  

You can also schedule your own science program.  
Visit us online to see what programs we offer!

www.explorersemporium.com/programs.php 

Visit us today!


