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Our mission:  Learn from the past, so we can plan better for the future, while living in the present- with style.  



Support Local 
Science and 
Research 

Science is how we under-

stand the world around 

us.  We can learn about 

how organisms behave, 

how thing can fly, what 

medicines treat a dis-

ease, what the prehistoric 

world looked like, and 

how chemicals react in 

our atmosphere.  

Explorers’ Emporium  

encourages the commu-

nity to support local sci-

entists and the work they 

do.  Check out our news-

letter every month to find 

out local scientists, cur-

rent events, and fun sci-

ence facts. 

Dr. Phil Hampton, Professor of Chemistry  

California State University Channel Islands, Chemistry Department 

Dr. Hampton maintains an active        

research program with CSU Channel  

Islands undergraduate students. His   

research focuses on the synthesis of  

organic molecules whose structure     

resembles curcumin, the orange pigment 

found in turmeric root and responsible for 

the orange/ yellow color of curry powder. 

Curcumin has been reported to have  

activity as an antibacterial agent, an  

inhibitor of an enzyme involved in HIV, 

and an anti-cancer agent. One of the 

chief problems with curcumin is its    

inability to dissolve in water. With the 

human body being 80% water, it is    

important for potential drug candidates 

to have the ability to dissolve in water. 

Dr. Hampton’s research group is       

designing molecules that resemble   

curcumin in their structure but possess the ability to dissolve in water. Several of the 

molecules prepared in Dr. Hampton’s research group exhibit both good water solubility 

and the ability to inhibit a process called microtubule formation that is important for cell 

division. The inhibition of microtubule formation is one approach that drug companies 

have used to develop treatments for cancer. In addition to this project, Dr. Hampton  

engages student researchers in developing new laboratory experiments for the organic 

chemistry teaching labs that minimize chemical waste and utilize environmentally benign 

(“green”) reagents and sustainable processes. 

For more information about this work please contact / visit: 

Philip.Hampton@csuci.edu    805-437-8869  

http://chemistry.csuci.edu/Philip_Hampton.htm 

Fossil Replicas     Gems and Geodes 

Test Tubes         Models 

Diorama Materials  

Explorers’ Emporium has a range of items  to help you make 
any class project a great success!  

Visit us today! 

Local Research Showcase 

Above: Dr. Phil Hampton 

with Nuclear Magnetic Reso-

nance (NMR) Spectroscopy     

Equipment.  NMR equipment 

uses magnets to identify 

chemicals. 

Left: Curcumin (orange) not 

dissolving in water (middle 

layer). 

Fun Fact! 

Did you know that if a 

marshmallow is put in a 

container and all the air is 

removed it will grow? 

That’s because the air 

inside it would expand in 

the low pressure vacuum! 



Calvin J. Won  

California State University, Northridge, Biology Graduate Program 

Fish gather in large groups at predictable times in order to breed.  

These events are called aggregations.  These aggregations are   

essential to commercial and recreational fish harvest and their pre-

dictability allow for plentiful yield with minimal fishing effort.    Howev-

er, population estimates rely on catch counts rather than   spatial 

variability causing a risk of overharvest.  When the decline goes un-

detected it is known as a hyperstable fishery and can result in the 

rapid decline of the species. 

Calvin Won studies the Barred Sand Bass; which has been exhibit-

ing the characteristics of hyperstability.  The bass’s population has 

historically been stable, but has now declined by over 90% within a 

ten-year period.  Calvin is documenting the variability of the bass’s 

aggregations in relation to environmental factors such as           

temperature, thermocline, and lunar phase.  This will help with the 

predictability of the species’ behavior.  Thus far it has been shown 

that the species is found at different depths depending on lunar 

phase.  As this study progresses its results are useful for special and 

seasonal management of the species.  

For more information about this work please contact : 

calvin.won.494@my.csun.edu  

Explorers’ Emporium  

Science Workshops 

Explorers’ Emporium offers a range of  

science workshops!  Come visit us every 

Thursday to see what new and exciting 

experiment we are conducting!   

 

You can also schedule your own science 

program.  Visit us online to see what  

programs we offer! 

 

www.explorersemporium.com/programs.php  

Above: A Barred Sand Bass 

Below: Calvin Won in scuba gear observing 

and documenting Barred Sea Bass in a kelp 

forest at Huntington Flats, California. 



Explorers’ Emporium  

For more information about our services and products give us a call or come visit at: 

     Explorers’ Emporium          www.explorersemporium.com  

     5766 E. Los Angeles Ave          explorersemporium@outlook.com    

     Simi Valley, CA 93063          (805) 791-3002  

Archery 

Board Games 

Crafting 

Dinosaurs 

Dioramas 

Dungeons and Dragons 

LARPing 

Magic the Gathering 

Science Supplies 

Spiritual 

Steampunk 

Toys 

And more! 

Planning for your next  
Renaissance Faire, LARP, 
Cosplay, or Halloween? 
 
Be sure to check us out!  
We offer outfits that fit a range 
of themes: 
 

Renaissance  Pirate  
 

Medieval Steampunk 
 
Or add your own personal touch by 
crafting the perfect accessory at one 
of our monthly leather crafting   
workshops! 

Gaming Events  
Casual Magic the Gathering Tournaments  

Every Friday at 3pm 

Dungeons and Dragons Encounters  

Every Wednesday at 4pm 

Need a place to game?  Visit us to find out more about hosting 

a gaming event at Explorers Emporium. 


