
news 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be the best you can be 

 

 

 
NOVEMBER 2018 – MUCH MORE TO BE DONE!  

 

 

Main building to open in June 2019 
The first phase of development is underway! While the incredible generosity of key supporters, including 
Councils, grant makers, philanthropic families and businesses has been a well-informed response to an 
urgent need for better community health and sport training facilities, it’s not yet enough.   
 
Confirming EIT as the naming partner of this project and receiving $100,000 from the Hastings Karamu Rotary 
Club Cocktail Party and Charity Auction to support operational activities have been two of the recent highlights 
making this first development possible.  They are welcome additions to many other generous contributions, 
including those from Pak ’n Save Hastings, Royston Hospital, Rodney Green and the Bluewater Hotel. 
 
But the job is not yet done.  To achieve the planned sustainable impact on the health and wellbeing of 
communities throughout the region, we are asking many others to join these supporters and to help us raise a 
further $7.5m.  This will ensure the full plans for Stage 1, including the start to building the Rodney Green 
Hostel and enlargement of the main building are achieved at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Any delay will cost us all and risks seeing another generation facing very poor health outcomes and worsening 
the obesity epidemic we have. Similarly, we need to ensure we provide a full array of excellent training facilities 
for secondary school athletes and sports organisations so that the full potential of talented youth is realised. 
 
While the Trust continues to present its case effectively to Government for the development of the Stage 2 
Aquatic Centre, it is up to us to rally together and respond generously to a bold plan for programmes and 
facilities that will improve the health and wellbeing of future generations.  With a range of opportunities to 
encourage further generosity and a small window of opportunity to ensure the best and most immediate 
results possible. Sustainable impact is at stake. 
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HBCFCT are very proud to have appointed Brendon 
Rope to the position of Operations and Commercial 
Manager. Brendon, a former CEO of the Pettigrew 
Green Arena in Napier, will manage the new EIT 
Institute of Sport and Health and the commercial 
operations of the Trust. 
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Impact already being felt in the 
sporting community
The Hawke’s Bay Community Fitness 

Centre Trust is a charitable trust 

dedicated to helping the people of 

Hawke’s Bay to live longer, healthier lives 

and to enjoy and excel in sport through 

the provision of world class regional 

facilities, services, research and 

education. 

The temporary gym facilities already provided for 
strength and conditioning training are 
overwhelmed by demand. Many exceptional 
results for young talented athletes are being 
realised and a number of secondary schools and 
sports organisation teams are benefiting.  

Another key community initiative is what we 
have called ‘BayPlay’. BayPlay is a community 
and hauora-based, research led, initiative for 
Early Childhood Education Centres and Primary 
Schools focusing on physical activity, nutrition 
and sleep education.  
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The hard work still continues 
 

There are still major funding partnerships, programme partnerships and capital development opportunities to 
be secured. With construction of the first phase of Stage 1 underway, the workload for HBCFC Trust, its staff and 
volunteers is immense. All help is appreciated. 

If you would like to get a closer look at what is being developed and better understand the full 
impact of this project, we can now schedule hard hat tours on site.  The experience is incredible and 
puts the vision into a compelling perspective.  Get in touch with Brendon now for tour appointments. 

E: brendon.rope@hbcommunityfitness.org.nz | M: 021 758 663 

Professor Grant Schofield from the Auckland 
University of Technology is the lead advisor for 
BayPlay and has extensive experience in designing 
research projects in the school environment. This 
programme begins in earnest in 2019.     

The Trust is building an exceptional team of staff, 
volunteers, partners and community organisations 
as this work builds. 

 

Architects impression of the Rodney Green 
Accommodation Hostel 

 

 
 

 

 


