
WAITING // DAY ONE

“Meanwhile, friends, wait patiently for the Master’s Arrival. You see farmers do this all the 
time, waiting for their valuable crops to mature, patiently letting the rain do its slow but sure 
work. Be patient like that. Stay steady and strong. The Master could arrive at any time. Friends, 
don’t complain about each other. A far greater complaint could be lodged against you, you 
know. The Judge is standing just around the corner. Take the old prophets as your mentors. They 
put up with anything, went through everything, and never once quit, all the time honoring God. 
What a gift life is to those who stay the course! You’ve heard, of course, of Job’s staying power, 
and you know how God brought it all together for him at the end. That’s because God cares, 
cares right down to the last detail.” // James 5:7-11 (MSG)
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WAITING // DAY TWO

All around us we observe a pregnant creation. The difficult times of pain throughout the world 
are simply birth pangs. But it’s not only around us; it’s within us. The Spirit of God is arousing 
us within. We’re also feeling the birth pangs. These sterile and barren bodies of ours are 
yearning for full deliverance. That is why waiting does not diminish us, any more than waiting 
diminishes a pregnant mother. We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, don’t see what is 
enlarging us. But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful our expectancy.

Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God’s Spirit is right alongside helping us 
along. If we don’t know how or what to pray, it doesn’t matter. He does our praying in and for 
us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our aching groans. He knows us far better than we 
know ourselves, knows our pregnant condition, and keeps us present before God. That’s why we 
can be so sure that every detail in our lives of love for God is worked into something good. // 
Romans 8:22-28 (MSG)
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WAITING // DAY THREE

God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape 
the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first 
in the line of humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our lives there 
in him. After God made that decision of what his children should be like, he followed it up by 
calling people by name. After he called them by name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. 
And then, after getting them established, he stayed with them to the end, gloriously completing 
what he had begun. 
// Luke 24:44-52 (MSG)
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