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If a child is awarded either the middle or higher rate of 
the care component, a parent, guardian or carer may be 
entitled to claim Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s Credit.

You will need to be caring for them for 35 hours per week 
or more, over 16, not in full-time education (studying for 
21 hours a week or more), or if you work, not earning 
more than £110 per week (after tax).1 

You may also be entitled to extra money if you or anyone 
in your household receives Income Support, Jobseeker’s 
Allowance, Pension Credit, Child Tax Credit or Working 
Tax Credit.

What is DLA? 
Children diagnosed with cancer may qualify for DLA, 
which is a non means tested benefit paid for a child under 
16. The allowance helps towards the extra costs that a 
serious illness – like cancer – or a disability may bring. 

Qualifying for DLA
Each child is assessed individually, and to qualify for the 
benefit they must:

�  have a physical or mental disability, or both AND

�  this condition is severe enough for them to need 
help with personal care or have walking difficulties 
or both.

There is a time factor too. The child must have 
needed help with either their personal care, mobility 
or both for at least three months. They must also be 
likely to need help for at least another six months.

What is DLA made up of?
There are two parts to DLA – a care component 
and a mobility component. A child can be awarded 
either or both, depending on their needs.

Part 1: Care
There are three different levels – lower, middle and 
highest – depending on the level of personal care a 
child needs. As well as meeting the general conditions 
outlined above, the person filling in the form on the 
child’s behalf must also show that either:

�  The child’s needs are substantially more 
than the normal requirements of children 
their age and development OR

�  They require care, supervision or watching 
over that a child of their age and in normal 
physical and mental health would not.

Personal care can be help with washing, dressing, 
eating, getting to and using the toilet, communicating 
with other people, keeping an eye on their medical 
condition or diet, settling in bed, or something like this. 

Although there is no minimum age for applying for the 
care component of DLA, it will not be paid until the child 
reaches three months old, unless they are terminally 
ill (see ‘What happens in special circumstances?’).

What happens when a child turns 16?
A new benefit called Personal Independence Payment 
(PIP) is replacing DLA in England, Scotland and Wales 
for people aged 16-64. People already receiving DLA 
will be told when they need to claim this new benefit. 
See our PIP sheet for more information.

PIP will be introduced in Northern Ireland, from 20 June 
2016. All of the information below applies to Northern 
Ireland unless stated otherwise.

1 This figure may be revised in April 2017, so check with a welfare adviser.

What happens in  
special circumstances?
If a child has been diagnosed as terminally ill they 
can claim under what are known as the ‘special rules’. 
Please discuss this with the child’s doctor, specialist 
or consultant, or the clinical nurse specialist, as they 
will need to complete a DS1500 form for you to send 
in with the completed DLA form. 

A child who is terminally ill is entitled to the highest 
rate of the care component. However, you will need 
to complete the questions in the application form 
concerning a child’s mobility. This will determine what 
level of the mobility component can be awarded.

A child will be considered to be terminally ill if they 
have a progressive illness and they are expected to 
live for six months or less. However, the child’s award 
will not stop if he/she lives for longer than the six 
month period.



Part 2: Mobility
This is paid at two different rates – higher and lower 
– depending on the level of help a child needs with 
their mobility.

The minimum age for claiming the mobility component 
is three, but for the lower rate the minimum age is five. 
As well as meeting the general qualifying conditions, the 
person completing the form on the child’s behalf must 
also show that either:

�  the child requires substantially more guidance or 
supervision with regard to mobility issues or being 
outside than other children of her/his age who are in 
normal physical and mental health OR

�  children of her/his age who are in normal physical 
and mental health would not require guidance or 
supervision.

Help with mobility can be that the child cannot walk 
at all, they can only walk short distances without 
feeling severe discomfort, the effort of walking could 
threaten their life or affect their health, or they are 
severely sight impaired or deaf, for example.

You may be able to show that a child’s needs are in 
excess of those normally required by comparing her/his 
situation with that of siblings, friends or other children 
of their age. It may also be helpful to keep a diary of 
the child’s daily routine and the extra help provided.

Hospital inpatients
From June 2016 (in England, Wales and Scotland) and 
from 6 July 2016 (in Northern Ireland) the rules regarding 
DLA payments for children in hospital changed.  

The new rules mean that all inpatients who were admitted 
when they were under the age of 18 should continue to 
receive DLA or Personal Independence Payments (PIP), 
the new payment replacing DLA for 16-64 year-olds, 

as normal for the time that they are in hospital. This is 
also true for young people who turn 18 whilst in hospital.

Young people who were aged 18 or over when they 
became an inpatient will have their DLA payments 
suspended once they have spent 28 days in hospital.

For more information about the rules regarding DLA 
payments during a hospital stay, please contact your 
CLIC Sargent Social Worker or get advice from a welfare 
rights adviser.

How do I apply for DLA?
You can claim DLA for a child as long as you look after 
them as a parent would – this means you may be their 
step parent, guardian, grandparent, foster parent or even 
sibling. As claims cannot be backdated, it is important 
that DLA is claimed as soon as a child becomes entitled. 

To make a claim in England, Scotland or Wales for DLA 
you can contact the DLA helpline on 0345 712 3456 or 
textphone 0345 722 4433 and request an application 
form. You can also download the form at www.gov.uk and 
apply by post using the address on the form. For anyone 
living in Northern Ireland, you can get a claim pack for 
DLA at www.nidirect.gov.uk or call the Benefit Enquiry 
Line on 0800 220 674 or textphone 028 9031 1092.

It is important to report any change of circumstances – for 
example, a change in the child’s condition or an inpatient 
stay – as soon as possible, as the child may no longer be 
eligible for DLA or may qualify for a different amount. 
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For information about the sources used to put this publication together, or if you 
have any comments or questions about it, please email info@clicsargent.org.uk 
or call 0300 330 0803 and ask to speak to the Information Officer.

CLIC Sargent endeavours to ensure that the information provided is accurate and up-
to-date at time of printing. CLIC Sargent cannot accept liability for any loss or damage 
resulting from any inaccuracy or omission in this publication. Information in this publication 
should not be relied on in place of appropriate professional or other advice specific to your 
circumstances.  CLIC Sargent does not accept any responsibility for information and services 
provided by third parties, including those referred to or signposted to in this publication.

2 The first and last day of a hospital stay are classed as the ‘date of admission’ and 
‘date of discharge’, and so aren’t counted as part of the 84 days. If a child spends 
a full 28 days without an overnight stay in hospital, the 84 days will reset. That 
means that the second day of the next hospital inpatient stay counts as day one.  

Need help?
Contact CLIC Sargent’s welfare advice service on 
0800 915 4439 or welfareadvice@clicsargent.org.uk 

Alternatively, you may be able to speak to a 
welfare adviser at your hospital, or visit your local 
Citizens Advice Bureau, which you can find at 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

About CLIC Sargent
CLIC Sargent is the UK’s leading cancer charity 
for children and young people, and their 
families. We provide clinical, practical and 
emotional support to help them cope with 
cancer and get the most out of life. We are 
there from diagnosis onwards and aim to help 
the whole family deal with the impact of cancer 
and its treatment, life after treatment and, in 
some cases, bereavement.


