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ENTERTAINING & INTERIORS

STYLE STATEMENT  Pricey, yes - but what  
a way to present food in this stunning three-tier  
Deco Leaves server. £440, from l-objet.com

The home edit
Carole Hamilton discovers the latest trends and finishing touches

creating a buzz
Culturelabel.com is one of our favourite 
places to find all kinds of homeware, art and 
gifts from a fantastic collection of designers. 
This cute bee-adorned soup bowl and plate, 
£77, from Kim Sera, is just one example 
of the goodies on offer. The site also has 
some amazing 3-D art and collections from 
museums around the world. Vogue called 
the site 'an emporium of desirables' which 
pretty much sums it up!
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1. Practical and eco-friendly, this unit is 
made from recycled PET-bottles and 
wood. A genius product from ikea.com
2. Double stack bottles, jars and cans 
in these clever tiered organisers, 
theholdingcompany.co.uk  
3. Bespoke built-in storage is made easy 
by hubkitchens.com, with genius places 
to hide away all your gadgets to create 
minimalist chic.

3 STORAGE IDEAS
Clever use of space is  
what a well-designed  
kitchen is all about We love

... this handmade 
patchwork cabinet 

by Dorset-based 
Suzy Newton 

suzynewton.com 

THE LIGHT 
STUFF 

These Fowey pendant 
lights have just the right 

amount of industrial chic 
to add a touch of cool to 

your kitchen. Available 
in six different finishes, 

including tarnished silver 
and blackened bronze, 

£128, rowenandwren.co.uk

UPCYCLING
Top tops for...

Upcycling expert Max McMurdo 
shares his tips on giving  
old furniture a new look.  

Max is the 2017 ambassador  
for frenchicpaint.co.uk.   

Michel Roux Jr. has lent his 
expertise to British manufacturer 

Moores with a new range of 
luxurious Roux Kitchens. He’s also 
revealed the three key things that 
every chef wants in their dream 

kitchen; great lighting, clever 
storage, and a sensible layout.

moores.co.uk

Professional 
touch

1. Choose your materials 
wisely. Well-made 
products are always best. 
Try to avoid using cheap 
chipboard. 
2. Do your prep A wide 
variety of products on 
the market now make it 
much easier to upcycle. 
Chalk paints, especially 
Frenchic's, allow you 
to paint with little prep 
work, something which 
used to put people off. 
3. Watch the trends  
Just because you’re using 
reclaimed materials, 
it doesn’t mean you 
shouldn’t look at trends, 
and it's worth looking 
at fashion for colour 
and materials. This is 
something we regularly 
do and it means we are 
creating pieces which fit 
the market – great if you 
want to sell your work.
4. When painting 
furniture, consider 
leaving areas exposed.  
Some of our favourite 
pieces of furniture 
still have elements of 
wood visible. Consider 
placement carefully 
before steaming ahead. 
Quite often, certain areas 
of furniture are damaged, 
so apply the paint to 
these and leave the 
quality surfaces visible.  
5. Be brave We make 
mistakes in our workshop 
all the time, but it's what 
we learn from those 
mistakes that makes 
us more successful in 
everything we do. 
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Living art
Who needs a garden 
when you can have a 

living work of art on your 
wall? Launched at the 
recent Grand Designs 

Show, Urban LivePicture  
has an ingenious watering 

system that keeps 
your picture happy 

for weeks. From £499, 
urbanroofgardens.com

We love
... this stylish Kubi 
storage unit from 

cooler-than-cool site 
reasonseasontime.co.uk 

Glass splashbacks are the latest trend for your 
kitchen. And having one behind my cooker 

myself, I can highly recommend it as a practical 
and stylish alternative to tiles or stainless steel. 

Glass designer Emma Britton custom-makes 
glass splashbacks in florals, patterns and just 

about anything else you fancy (emmabritton.net)

Make a splash(back)

ANNA 
BARNETT

5 minutes with...

The Supper Club Queen  
shares her tips for  

stress-free dinner parties  

Mix it up Serve as many 
sharing plates as you can 
manage so people can 
help themselves. It makes 
for a chilled atmosphere 
around the table.
Prep well ahead Always 
go for dishes that can 
be prepared in advance 
so you're relaxed once 
your guests arrive and 
not stuck in the kitchen. 
Make a tasty start with 
canapés Well constructed 
canapés are a must. Make 
a batch of filo pastry 
cups well in advance, as 
there are endless flavour 
combinations for fillings 
to delight your guests.
Finish with dessert 
An indulgent dessert after 
a meal is the best way to 
send friends away smiling.
Share the love With 
many of the UK's hottest 
restaurants choosing 
sharing plates over formal 
service, it's a trend to 
try at home. Denby's Art 
of Entertaining report 
shows over 20% of  
under-45s are choosing 
sharing dishes to create 
a laid-back dinner party. 
Check out denby.co.uk for 
sharing plates and bowls 
to get you started.
annabarnett.cooks.com


