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JAPANESE IRIS PLANTING GUIDE SUCCESS TIPS

Japanese lIrises are often referred to as “botanical
butterflies” based on their likeness to the colorful
pollinators. With upright foliage and clean lines,
these slender beauties make a dramatic splash
when planted in groups. Plus, they're exceptionally
cold hardy and easy to grow when given abundant
sunlight and moist to slightly damp soil. So, are you
ready to incorporate Japanese Irises into your garden
display? Here's everything you need to know!

Plant these showstoppers beside a pond, where other plants may
struggle, to enjoy double the beauty in their reflection.

+ Add some compost, decomposed manure, or leaf mold if your soil is

lean or sandy, as Japanese Irises prefer soil with a slightly acidic pH and
generous amounts of humus and nutrients.

- Give these beauties plenty of sun—they will grow in partial shade but

yield more significant numbers of blooms in stronger light.

- Expect your plants to arrive with green leaf fans and all the soil washed

from the roots to ensure you won't risk introducing any soil-borne

diseases into your garden. Plus, the plant is lighter and cleaner to ship!
- Feel free to snip Iris flowers when in bloom for breathtaking bouquets,
as doing so will not hurt your plants.




WHERE TO PLANT

While Japanese Irises aren't particularly fussy, they fancy a spot with plenty of
sunlight and averagely moist soil. In warmer regions, they will thrive in wet
areas, such as on the edge of a pond. Some gardeners choose to plant their
Japanese Irises in containers because this offers some flexibility for providing
the moist soil these plants prefer.

WHEN TO PLANT

Japanese Iris rhizomes should be planted in the fall for stunning spring blooms.
However, they can be transplanted nearly anytime from spring until fall,
depending on the climate, if you keep them wet and at a stable temperature.
Those in warmer climates can expect foliage to form in the autumn, with winter
bringing taller growth and flowers emerging in the spring. In colder regions,
foliage and flowers will hold off until winter has passed and start developing
in the spring.

HOW TO PLANT

« Soak the roots and rhizomes in water overnight before planting.

« For container planting, select a large vessel and fill it with good quality,
humus-rich soil—almost any commercially available potting medium will
work fine. If the soil is heavy or compacted, add a bit of compost. Tuck each
rhizome, with the roots slightly spread out and pointing downwards, into holes
3-5"deep and about 12-16"apart. The junction point between the foliage fan
and the roots should be 1"below soil level. Pat the soil firmly around the plants
and apply mulch to retain moisture and prevent winter heaving.

« For outdoor landscape planting, select a spot where the soil has an average
amount of moisture, and your Japanese Irises will receive full-day sun. Tuck
each plant, with the roots slightly spread out and pointing downwards, into
holes 3-5" deep and about 12-18" apart. The junction point between the
foliage fan and the roots should be 1"below soil level. Pat the soil firmly around
the plants and apply mulch to retain moisture and prevent winter heaving.

« Water generously after planting to settle the soil around the roots.

HOW TO GROW
+ Keep your plants well watered until fully established, and then water as
needed during active growth periods. Roughly 1" of moisture per week is a
reasonable estimate.

« Keep the foliage in place after blooming has finished for the season—
don't cut it off. The leaves will gather sunlight to create food through
photosynthesis and strengthen the bulbs for the future.

« Remove the foliage when cooler weather arrives and the leaves begin to
turn yellow and die back.

+ Allow your Japanese Irises to rest for a few months in dormancy before
beginning the next growing cycle. In warm regions, the foliage may stay
green year-round.

READY TO (Frew?


https://www.easytogrowbulbs.com/pages/japanese-iris-planting-guide

