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Born in 1946 in Lund, Sweden, Bo Larsson is an architect, PhD and associate pro-
fessor of urban planning with teaching, research and practical urban-planning experi-
ence. Dr Larsson has worked at the Institute of Architecture, Urbanism and Land-
scape at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts in Copenhagen, at the Department 
of Urban Planning at the Faculty of Architecture at Lund University, Sweden, and at 
the Centre for European Studies at Lund University. He also works as an expert for 
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The City as a Political Pawn
Urban Identities in Chişinău, Černivci,  
Lviv and Wrocław

This is a book about four cities who were several times, and 
especially in connection with World War II forcedly put into 
completely new national contexts. This was affected by co-
ercion from outside. The changes included genocide and 
forced displacement, but preserved built environment testifies 
past populations and national contexts. This book describes 
the urban environment in the four cities before World War II, 
and how the present population handles the memories of the 
past for future development.
In connection with World War II and its aftermaths, many of 
the four cities Chişinău, Černivci, Lviv and Wrocław residents 
were either killed or subject to forced migration beyond the 
new national borders. People settled in the city environment 
which still bore the traces of the earlier population and the 
earlier urban life that had been brutally put to an end. 
Due to the continued Russian military aggression on the terri-
tory of Ukraine, this study takes on a new relevance.


