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Campus). He graduated from Seoul National University in 1987 and acquired his 
PhD at the University of Paris I (Panthéon-Sorbonne), France in 1993. After joining 
Hanyang University in 1995, he focused on Korean modern architecture, using inves-
tigation of archival documents to clarify Korean architects’ role in, and contribution to, 
modernising Korean society. He has written several books: Architecture of Kim Swoo-
geun (Seoul, 1996); Architecture of Kim Chung-up (Seoul, 1998); Exploring Tectonic 
Space (Tübingen, 2008); Architecture and Urbanism in Modern Korea (Honolulu, 
2013); History of Korean Modern Architecture (Seoul, 2022). 
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Constructing the Socialist Way of Life
Mass Housing and Urbanism in North Korea

Mass housing and urban planning are a key element in North 
Korea’s material foundation. In the post-war era, the  country 
attempted to socialise all types of living spaces – from small 
apartment rooms to urban settings – based on political 
 ideology. The idea that North Korea’s political forces are brain-
washing their people is superficial – as testimonies from many 
defectors have revealed.
By exploring home culture and daily life, this book aims to cap-
ture the actual life of North Koreans, who have largely sup-
ported the country’s unique dictatorial political system. To 
this end, it uses drawings, maps, and diagrams obtained from 
various archives. While these are neutral forms of communica-
tion, they also convey the actual intentions of North Korean 
architects and planners hidden behind the deceitful claims of 
political leaders.


