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World-famous for its harbour, which is currently the biggest in 
Europe, Rotterdam is a very dynamic metropolis: experimental, 
slightly rough around the edges, and studded with hidden gems.  
This book presents more than 150 selected buildings in Rotterdam, 
ranging from the few remaining from the Golden Age to modern 
classics and contemporary projects. It covers famous highlights, 
but also lesser-known interventions, such as small infill and self-
build projects. The buildings are arranged in six tours through dif-
ferent areas of the city. In addition to an introduction to the historical 
development of the city, the guide also includes a chapter on the 
most momentous event in the history of Rotterdam: the bombing of 
the city centre during World War II and its subsequent reconstruc-
tion. An interview with renowned Rotterdam-based architect Kees 
Christiaanse provides an insider’s view on recent developments.

Anneke Bokern is an architecture writer and architecture tour organiser. Born in 
Frankfurt, Germany, she holds a Master’s degree in Art History from Freie Universität 
Berlin. She moved to the Netherlands in 2000 and started working as a freelance 
architecture and design journalist for German and international media. She has con-
tributed to many architecture books and travel guides. In 2004 Anneke founded 
architour, a company for guided tours on Dutch architecture. Together with her 
architour partner Paul Vlok, she organises tours in Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and other 
Dutch cities, led by local architects. She is also a co-founder of the international 
Guiding Architects Network.
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