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LIFT – Spatial Initiatives is an organisation that was founded by a group of young 
architects in 2012, four years after organising the first Days of Architecture Sarajevo 
festival, aiming to encourage discourse on contemporary architecture, design, and 
spatial planning, while connecting these topics to global social and cultural changes 
and focusing on Sarajevo as the main case study. The main activities are focused 
on the production of architectural / cultural events (lectures, exhibitions, competi-
tions, research / studies and community workshops, spatial interventions, projec-
tions etc.) through the international festival Days of Architecture Sarajevo, one of the 
most recognised architectural events in South-East Europe, held over multiple days  
annually since 2008.  

Sarajevo
Architectural Guide
Buildings and Projects since 1923

Discover the architectural wonders of Sarajevo, a city that bears 
the vivid scars of its complex history. From hosting the 1984 Winter 
Olympics to enduring a brutal civil war in the 1990s, the capital 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina has woven its tumultuous past into its 
urban fabric. Today, this modern metropolis harmoniously combines 
the remnants of Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian influence along with 
the striking architecture of the Yugoslav socialist era. In this capti-
vating architectural guide, explore 150 landmarks spanning the last 
century, carefully divided into four chapters. Immerse yourself in the 
city’s rich cultural heritage as the authors effortlessly navigate and 
bring to life the diverse architectural tapestry of Sarajevo. 
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