
Incandescent light bulbs or halogen lights are far
superior to fluorescent lights for detail work for a number of
reasons. They are higher intensity, do not have any flicker,
and have the best color rendition. I have fluorescent
ceiling lights in my shop, because they are the cheapest
way to provide general lighting; however, wherever I need
good lighting for detail work, I have added supplementary
incandescent lighting.

On my lathe, I have two flex-arm lights with 100-watt
light bulbs in them (see Fig.1). I prefer the Moffatt lights
from Moffatt Products Company in Watertown, South
Dakota. You have probably seen them, because they are
very popular with woodturners. They allow you to use up to
a 100-watt bulb and are equipped with 18" or 24" long flex-
ible arms that stay where you put them. Equally important,
they have very reliable switches and sockets. I have never
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had to replace either a switch or a socket in ten years of
use. Another nice feature is that they are available with
three different mounting arrangements: a quick-coupler
base, a direct-mount base, or a magnetic base. This
allows you to easily adapt them to whatever lathe you
have. Moffatt lights are available from most major turning
suppliers or directly from Moffatt at www.moffatt
products.com.

My lathe is a Powermatic 3520. As you can see in
Fig. 1, one of my lights is mounted on a magnetic base
and sits on top of the headstock. A second light (with a
quick-coupler base) is mounted on a shopmade adapter
that fits in the bracket for my (unused) safety guard. Fig. 2
shows how this light is mounted.

If you have a Powermatic 3520 lathe, you can easily
make an adapter to hold a Moffatt light. Cut a piece of
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I made a connector so that I could use
the quick-coupler base of the Moffatt light.

Fig. 2

This is the lighting setup that I use on my lathe.

Fig. 1

ne of the most important factors in successful turning is to have
good lighting on the lathe; unfortunately, good lighting is frequently
overlooked. Lathes do not usually come with lights installed, and in

our eagerness to start turning, we often neglect to provide adequate lighting.
This is a safety issue and will affect the quality of your work.
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3/4" diameter steel or aluminum rod 2-3/4" long. Drill a
clearance hole through the rod for the 5/16" spring-loaded
plunger that is located on the safety guard bracket. Using
a drill bit that is just slightly larger than a 5/16" bit (such as a
#P, 0.323" diameter), drill a hole 15/16" from one end of the
rod. Then drill a clearance hole through the rod for a No.
10 screw lined up with the first hole and located 2-7/16"
from the same end of the rod. Use a drill bit just slightly
larger than a No. 10 screw, such as a No. 8 or No. 9 bit. This
hole will be used to mount the quick-coupler base of the
light. If you want to, you can grind a little flat on the top of
the rod where the quick-coupler base will sit, but this is
optional. Use a No. 10–32 x 1" screw to attach the quick-

coupler base to the adapter rod. Fig. 3 shows the adapter
with the quick-coupler base attached. I know it’s not pret-
ty, but I used a scrap piece of steel rod to make my
adapter and have been using it for years. Fig. 4 shows the
adapter sliding into the safety guard bracket.

If you have a different type of lathe, you can find a
way to attach a good light to it by using a little ingenuity.
There are many good lights available, so it doesn’t matter
which brand you choose. But if you don’t already have
good lighting on your lathe, take action today to install
some. Good lighting will make your turning safer and more
productive.

It’s not pretty, but it is functional!

Fig. 3

The coupler is shown mounted
on the bracket for the lathe shield.

Fig. 4


